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PREFACE 



TO TUB 



READER. 



SINCE firfl: that great apoftScy took 
place in the hearts and heacU of thofe who 
beganj even in the apoftles days, to depart 
from the fimplicity and purity of. the gofpel, 
as it was then delivered in its primitive 
fplendour and integrity, innumerable have 
been the manifold inventions and traditions, 
the different and various notions and opi- 
nions, wherewith man, by j^iving way to 
the vain and airy imaginations of his own 
unftable mind, hath burthened the Chriftian 
faith : fo that indeed, firft by adding thefe 
things, and afterwards by equalling them^ 
if not exalting them above the Truth, they 
have at lad come to be fubftitute in the 
ftead of it ; fo that in procefs of time Truth 
came to be fhut out of doors, and an- 
other thing placed in the room thereof, 
having a fhew and name, but wanting 
the fubftance and thing itfclft Neverthe- 
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lefs, It plcafed God to raife up witneffcs 
for hiixifelf almoft in every age and gene- 
ration, who, according to the difcoveries 
they received, bore fome teftimony, lefs or 
more, againft the foperftition and apoftacy of 
the time. And in a fpecial manner, through 
the appearing of that light which firft broke 
forth in Germany, ^bout qo^ hundred and 
fifty years ago, and afterwards reached 
divers other nations, the beaft received a 
deadly wound ; and a very great number 
did at one time proteft agaiufc^ and refcind 
firomi the churcn. of Rome, in divers of 
her raoft grofs and fenfual doftrines, and 
l^perftitious traditions. But alas ! it is for 
matter of lamentation, that the fucceffors 
of tljiefe Proteftants are eftablifhing, and 
Building up in themfclves, that which their 
fathei;s were pulling down; inftcad of profe- 
cuting and going on with fo good and 
honourable a work : which wifl thus eafily 
appear. 

The generality of all Proteftants, though 
in many other things miferably rent and fhat- 
lered amoog themfelves, do agree in di- 
viding from the church of Rom<e in thefc 
two particulars : 

Firft, That every principle and dbftrinc 
of the Chriftian faith is, and ought to be, 
founded upon the fcripturej and that 
whatfoevcr priijciples or doftrines arc not 
only not contrary, but even not accord- 
ing 



ing thereto, ought to be deified ad tuti- 
chrifUap. 

Secondly, Thiit the fcripturcs themfdres 
are plain and eafy to be uk^derftood ; anA 
that every private Chriftian and inembcr 
of the church ought to read and perufe 
them, that they may know their faith and 
belief founded upon them; and receive 
them for that caufe alone, and not becaufe 
any church or aflembly has compounded 
and recommended them ; the choiccft and 
xnoft pure of which they are obliged to 
look upon as fallible. 

Now, contrary to this their known and 
acknowledged principle, they do moft vigd- 
roufly profecmc and pcrfecute others, with 
the like fcverity the papifts did their 
iathers, for believing things that are plainly 
Tet down in the fcriptures; and for not 
believing divefs principles, for which them- 
fclycs are fprced to recur to tradition, and 
can by no means prove from fcripturc : to 
fliew which' I fhall not here infift, having 
allotted a chapter for it in the book itfelf ; 
becaufe to put it here, would fwcll it 
beyond the bounds of a preface. • 

Oh ! how like do they fhew themfelves, 
I mention it with regret, to the fcribes and 
pharifees of old, who, of all men, nibft 
cried up and exalted Mofes and the pro- 
phets> boafting greatly of th^it being 

A 2 AbraKa.\A!^ 
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Abraham's children? And yet thofc were 
they that were the greatefc oppofers and 
viliners of Chrift, to whom Mofes and all 
the prophets gave witnefs; yea, their chief 
accufations aad exceptions againit Chrift^ 
were, as being a breaker of the law, and a 
blafphemer. 

Can there any comparifon run more 
parallel; feeing there is now found a people, 
who are greatly perfecuted, and bitterly 
reviled^ aud accufcd as heretics, by a 
generation that cry up and exalt the fcrip- 
tures ? And yet this people's principles 
are found in fcripture, word by word; 
though the moft grievous, and indeed the 
greated calumny cafl upon them is, that 
they vilify and deny the fcriptures, and fet 
up their own imaginations inftead of them. 
. To difprove which, this catechifm and 
confeflion of faith is compiled, and prefcnted 
to thy ferious and impartial view. If thou 
loveft the fcripture indeed, and defireft to 
hold the plain doftrines there delivered, 
and not thofe drained and far-fetched con- 
fequences, which men have invented, thou 
Ihalt eafily obferve the whole principles of 
the people called Quakers, plainly couched 
in fcripture words, without addition or 
commentary; efpecially in thofe things 
their adverfaries oppofe them in, where the 
fcripture plainly decideth the controverfy 

for 
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for th6tt!, Without niceties and fchpol-dlf-* 
tinjtions^ which have been the wifdom by 
which the world hath not known God; 
and the words which have been multiplied 
without knowledge, by which counfel hath 
been darkened. ' . 

In the anfwers to the que(lion$» there is 
not one word, that I know of, placed, but 
the exprefs words of fcripture : and if in' 
fcoat of the queftioAs there be fomewhat 
fobfumjsd, ot what in my judgment is the 
plsdn and naked import of the words, it is 
not to impofe my fenfe upon the reader, 
but to make way for the next queftion, 
for the dependance of the matter^s fake. 

I (hall leave it to the reafoh of any un« 
derftandmg and judicious man, who is not 
bia^d by felf-intereil, that great enemy to 
tmc equity, and who in the lead meafure 
is willing to give way to the light of 
Cbrift in his confcience, if the fcriptures 
do not pertinently and aptly anfwer to the 
queftions? 

As I have upon ferious grounds fepa^ 
rated from mou of the confeifions and 
catechffms heretofore publilhed; fb not 
without caufe, I have, now taken another 
method. They ufually place ,tbcir con* 
feffion of faith before the catechifm : I 
judge it ought to be. otherwifc in regard 
that which is caiieft, and is compded for 

A 3 doMt^^^ 
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children, or fuch as are weak, ought in 
1117 judgment to be placed firfl ; it being 
moft regular to begin with things that are 
cafy and familiar, and lead on to things 
that are more hard and intricate. Befides, 
that things be more largely opened in the 
catechifm, and divers objeAions anfwered^ 
which are propofed in the queftions, the 
reader having pafled through that firft, 
will more perfedly underiland the con- 
feflion, which coniuleth mainly in pofitive 
aflertions. 

Not long after I had received and be- 
lieved the teftimony I now bear, I had in 
my view both the poilibilty and facility of 
fuch a work ; and now after a more large 
and perfeA acquaintance with the holy 
fcriptures, I found accefs to allow fome 
time to fet about it, and have alfo been 
helped to accomplifh the fame* 

I doubt not but it might be enlarged by 
divers citauons, which are here omitted, as 
not being at prefent brought to my re- 
membrance ; yet I find caiife to be con- 
tented^ in that God hath fo far ailifted me 
in this work by his Spirit, that good remem- 
brancer ; the manifeftation of which, as ic 
is minded, will help fuch as feriouily and 
confcientioufly read this, to find out and 
<;leave to the Truth, and alfo eftablifh and 
confirm thofe who have already believed : 

which 
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CATECHISM, &c. 



CHAP. I. 

Of GOD, and the true and faving Know- 
ledge of him. 

Queft. OEEING it is a thing unquejiioned 

O by all forts of Chriftians, that the 

height of happinefs con/ifieth in 

coming to know and enjoy eternal l^e ; what 

is it in ihefenfe and judgment of Chri/i ? 

^, This is life eternal, that they might John 
know thee the only true God, and Jcfus'^*^* 
Chrift whom thou haft fent. 

Q^ How doth God reveal this knowledge ? 

A. For God, who commanded the lightaCor. 
to Ihine out of darknefs, hath Ihined in ^' ^' 
our hearts, to give the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God, in the face of 
Jefus Chrift. 

C^ How many Gods are ihere? 

B A. One 



( 2 ) 

A Oae God. 
It. We know that an idol is nothing in the 
^' world, and that there is none other God 
but one. But to us there is but one God, 
q. What is God? 
a 4* God is a ^irit, 

**' (^ Amcntg alt the hleffed'^ glorious^ and 
divine excellencies of God, which are afcribed 
and given to him ij^ ik^ /ct^iptures ; what is 
that which is moji needfidfor its to take notice 
of J as being the mcfjage which the apojiles re* 
corded infpecial tnamier to declare of him now 
under the gpfpel ? 
hn Ai, This^ then is the meffage which we 
have heard of him, and declare unto you, 
that God is light, and in him is no dark- 
nefs at aD. 

Q; What are they that bear record in 
he avert t 
a ' A. There are three that bear record in 
'*, -heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoft; and thefe three are one. 

(^ How Cometh any man ta know God the 

leather ^ according to ChrifPs words ? 

cc \A* Art tbings^ are delivered to me of 

**'' my Father, and no man knoweth who the 

a7- Son is, but the Father, and who the Father 

* is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son 

will reveal him. 

« Jefus faiUi uuto him, I am the way, the 

^' Truth, 



( J ) 

I 

Trutii, and tbe Life ; tio xnati oometh mitb 
the Father bul by me. 

Q^ By whom^ -oMd a/ier 'wbat manner^ doth 
the Son reveal this knowledge? 

A^ But as it is written. Eye hath Bot ^ Cor. 
feen, nor car heard, neither have entered iifia^ 
into the heart of man, the things which , 
God hath prepared forthemihat iovc him ; 
but God hath revealed them unto us by his 
fpirit : For the fpirit fearchcth aH thingu, 
jrca, the deep things of God. For what 
man knoweth the things of a man, favc 
the fpirit of a man which is in him? vKvea 
{o the things of God knonrecih iio man^ hut 
the ipirit of God. Now, 'vre have received^ 
not the fpirit of the Wi^ld, but the fpirit 
twhich is of God, that we anigbt know -^he 
things that art fredy given to us of God, . 

But the Comforter^ whi<& is the HdyJo^"^ 
Ghoft, whom the Father will fend iiiJmy *^'* * 
Tianie, he ihall teach you ail things, and 
bring all things to your rensembraooe. Sec. 



CHAP. n. 

Of the Rule and Guide of Chriffiatis, arifl 

of the Scripfture^. 

" • ■ < 

qudl.— SfJEaWiG * is >bj' lbs Spirit, tbm 
"Gir^ reveait tbetktoadetl^ ^Gai.m tluugs 

B 2 f ^ritual ; 
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fpiritual; is it by ihe Sprit thai we tmijt be 
led under ihe go/pel ? 

«• A. But yc are not in the flefh, but in 

^' *^' the Spirit, if fo be that the Spirit of God 

dwell in you. Now, if any man have not 

the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his. For 

as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 

. they are the fons of God, 

^ h it an inward principle then^ that 
is to be the guide and rule of Chrtfiians ? 

ohn • A. But the anointing, which ye have re- 

*^' -ceived of him, abideth in you ; and ye need 
not that any man teach you, but as the fame 
anointing teacheth you of all things, and is 
truth, -and is no lie ; and even as it hath 
taught you, ye fhall abide in him. 

^^^^- But as touching brotherly-love, ye need 
not that I write unto you ; for ye yourfelvcs 
arc taught of God to love one another. 

Q* / perceive by this, that it is by an in- 
^juard anointing and rule that Chriftians are 
tot be taught : is this the very tenour of ihe 
new covenant difpenfailon ? 

^' A* For this is the covenant that I will 
make with the hqufc of IfracI ; after thofe 
days, faith the Lord, I will put my laws 
into their mind, nnd write them in their 

r. XI. hearts : and I will be to them a God, and 
they fhall be to me a people. And they 
ihall not teach every man his neighbour, 
and every man his Wother, faying, Know 

the 
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the Lord ; for aU fliall know me, from (he 
ffleaft to the grcatoft* 

And they fliall he all taught c£ GrOd. . John 

^q. Did Cbriji then promfe^ ibat ffx ^kik^' ^^• 
Jhould both abide with his di/ciples^ nndfbem 
ihemi 

A. And I ^111 pray iihe Father^ dftd be Jo^ m 
ihaJl give you another comfolter^ thfit lic*^**^* 
may abide wkh you for ever\, airen >die Sipii^c 
of Truth, whoiH the world ^a^uiot receive, 
becaufc it feeth him not, iieidi^er knoweth 
him : iiait !jne know htm ; £or he dwieUs - 
with you, and IhaH fee in yt>tt. 

<^ iRv what tnd mene the ^ripmres 
xi^iuenf 

A* For whatfoeyer things wetst w^itt^n Rom. 
aforetime, were writiea ^ our leading, '^:^' 
that we^ through patience tidd comfort ^f 
the icripture^ might have fac^» 

<^ Far what art thty prqfiiabkf 

A. Thoa \iT& known the koly fcrlp-^*'^' 
tares, vAxxix atte able to Eiakfc thee wife f 6/17. 
unto fail vattoa, (through £aith whicti is m 
Chrift Jefus. All foipture is giv^i Isfy^ 
infpiration of God, and is :pTOfitat)Ie fdr 
4oiddne, for reproof, fbr <3iorre^on, for 
inih*uAton in righteoufnefs, chat the idsm 
of God may be perfeS, chfi)i«iqglily foar- 
niflied unto afi good woa?ks» 

<^ Wherein ^m0eih the mceiknty ^ ike 
ftriptutis ? 

A^ fijnraii!!^ tbis.&ift, thart no firophe^y i]^^/' 

B 3 ^V^^ - 
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of the fcripturcs is of any private interpre- 
tation. For the prophecy came not in old 
time by the Vfill of man, but holy men 
of God fpake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghoft. 

Q^ The fcriptures are then to be regarded^ 
hecaufe ibey came from the Spirit^ and they 
aljo ieflifyy that ttot tbey^ but the Spirit^ is to 
lead into all trtith: in what refpe6l doth 
Cbrift command tofearch them ? 
>*« A. Search the fcripturcs, for in them ye 
^'' think ye have eternal life, and they are 
they which teftify of me. 

Q^ / perceive there was a generation of 
eldj that greatly exalted the fcriptures^ and 
yet wotdd not believe ^ nor come to be guided 
hy thai J the fcripturcs directed to : how doth 
Chrift be^eakfuch ? 
ohn A. Do not think that I will accufc you 
g/*!'- ^o the Father: there is one that accufeth 
ou, even Mofes^ in whom ye trull. For 
ad ye believed Mofes^ ye would have be- 
lieved me, for he wrote of me. But if ye 
believe not his writings, how Ihall ye be- 
lieve my words ? • 

Q. fVbat ought fuch then to be accounted 
of J notwithftanding of their pretences of being 
ruled by the fcripturcs ? 
^^* A. In which are fome things hard to be 
underilood, which they that are unlearned 
and unftable, wreft, as thjcy do alfo the other 
• fcripturC8i\imo their own deftruftion. 

CHAP. 



I 
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CHAP. III. 

Of Jesus Christ being mamfeft in the 
Fle'ih ; the ufe and end of it. 

Qucft. — WHAT are the fcriptmes which 
do mqfi obfervablyprophefyofChri/fs appear- 
ancei 

A. The Lord thy Goil will raife up unto ©cut. 
thee a Prophet from the midft of thee, of ' ' ^^' 
thy brethren, like unto me, unto him ye 
Ihall hearken. 

Therefore the Lord himfclf fhall give ifa. 
you a fign : Behold a virgin Ihall conceive '• '^* 
and bear a Son, and fhall call his name 
Immanuel. 

(^ Was not Jefus Chrijl in being before he 
appeared in the fiejh ? What clear Jcriptures 
prove thisy againjl fuch as erroneoujly ajfert 
the contrary ? 

A. But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, mIc 
though thou be little among the thoufands ^* *' 
of Judah, yet out of thee fhalf he come 
forth unto me, that is to be ruler in IfraeJ, 
whofe goings forth have been from of old, 
from everlafting. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the John i. 
. Word was with God, and the Word was ''*'^' 
God ; the fame was in the beginning with 
-iJod : all things were made by him, and 

without . 
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without him was not any thing made that 
was made, 
John Jefus faid unto them. Verily, verily, 1 

^' ^^' fay unto you^ before Abraham was, I atn. 
j»hn And now, O Father, glorify thou mc 

*7'^' with thine own felf, with the glory which 

I had with thee before the world was. 
^p^- And to make all men fee what is the 
^' ^' fcUowlhip of the myftery, which from the 
beginning of the world baffli been hid in 
God, who created all tbmgsby Jefus Chrift. 
Col. For by him i^ere all things treated that 

arc in heaven, and that are in earth, •vifibic 
and invilible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers; ail 
things were created by hrm, and for him. 
Hcb. God hath in thefe laft days fpoken unto 

'• *• us by his Son, whom he hath appointed 
Heir of all things, by whom affo he mad^ 
tbe worlds. 

(X Tbe/e are very clear ^ that even the 

wuorm was created by i^hrift : but vJhatfcrip-^ 

tures prove the diviniiy of Chrifi^ a^aitififuvh 

as falfefy deny the fame ? 

John A. And the Word was God. 

iom. Whofe are the fathers, and -(jf whom, as 

9.5. concerning the flefli, Chrift came, who is 

over all, God blelfed for ever. Amen. 
iPhii, Who being in the form of Ood, thought 
*• ^- k no robbery to be equal with God. 
I John And '^c "know that the l9on rf God is 
^•^* come. 
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come, and hath given us an uHderftanding, 
that we may know him that is true, and 
we arc in him that is true, even in his Son 
Jefus Chrift: this is the true God and 
Gieinal life* 

' Ql What are the glorious names thefcrip'- 
tures give unio Jefus Chrift^ the eternal Son 
of God? 

A. And his name fliall be; called Wonder- i^*- 
ful, Coiinfellor, the Mighty God, the Ever- ^' 
lafting Father, the Prince of Peace. 

Who is the image of the invifible God, ^o^- 
the firft-born of every creature. ^''^* 

Who being the brightnefs of his glory, Htb. 
and the exprefs image of his perfon (or^*^* 
more proper, according to the Greek, of 
hh/uiifiance.) 

And he was clothed with a vefturc dipped Rev. 
in blood ; and his name is called the Word '^*'^* 
of God. 

Q. After what manner wat the birth of 
Chnji? 

A. Now Ac birth of Jefus Chrift was Mat. 
on this wife : When as his mother Mary *• *^' 
was efpoufed to Jofeph, before they came 
togetfier, fhe was found with child of the 
Holy Ghoft. 

AncJ the angel faid unto her. Fear not, i.ukc i, 
Mary, for thou haft found favour with^^'l^* 
God. And behold thou (halt conceive in 35* 
diy womb, and bring forth a fon, and (halt 
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call his name Jcfus : he (hall bt gneat, mmi 
fliall be called the Son of the Highcft ; 
aod the Lord God fiiall give unto him 
• the throne of his father David. Then faid 
Mary unto^the angel. How (hall this be, 
ieetng -I know Jiot a man ? And the ahgel 
anfwcrcd and faid uuro her. The Holy 
Ghoft flhal! come upon thee, and the Jpower 
of the Higheft ihall overfliafdow thee: 
therefore alfo that holy thing, that ftiail be 
born of thee, fhall be called the Son of God. 
Q^ Was y^us Chri/iy who was bom of the 
Virgin Mary J and fuppofed to be the fin ^f 
y^eph^ a true and real mm ? 
Hci>. J. Forafmuch as the childpen are par- 
*• '^' takers of fleQi and blood, he alfo himfelf 
took part of the fame, that tlirough death 
he might deftro^ htm that had the po%ver 
of death, that is, the devil. 
Heb. a. For verily he took not on him the nature 
'^' '^' of angels^ but he took on him the feed of 
Abraham. Wherefore in all things it be- 
hoved him to be madfc like tinto his bre- 
threo, that he might be a mercifiad and 
lakhful high ptieft, 4cc« 
^^cb- For we have not alt high prieft which 

cannot be touclied with the feeling of oar 
infirmities, but was in all points tempted 
as we are, yet without fin, 
Rom. And the gift by grace, which is by one 
^*'^ maa 
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man Jefus Ghrift, hath abounded umo 
many. 

But now is Chrift rifen from the dead, iCor. 
and become Ac fipfl fruks of them that J^' *•' 
flept. ' For fince by Hian came deuth, by mBin 
came alfo the rcfurreftion of the dead. 

Q^ After what manner doth the fcripturef 
affert^ the conjunifhrt and unky of the eternal 
Son ofGod^ in and with the man Chri/t Jefus? 

A. And the ward was made ftcm, and Jokn 
<lwelt among us, (and yn^ beheld his glory, *** 
the glory a» of the only begotten of the 
Father), fult of grace and truth. 

For he whom God hath fcn^t^ fpeafceth john 
the words of God ; for God givcth not 3« 34« 
the fpirit by raeafure unto him. 

How God anointed Jefus- of Nazareth Ads 
with the Holy Ghoft and with power, who ^°* ^^* 
went about doing good, and healing all 
that were oppreffed of the devit ; for God 
was with him. 

For it pleafed rhe Father, that inhimcoL 
fhould all fulneft dwells ^-^'^ 

For in him dwellcth all the fulnefs o/coL 
the Godhead bodily. *• 9- 

In him are hid all the treafures of wifdom Coi. 
and knowledge. *' ^' 

C^ For what end did Chrift appear in the 
world ? 

A. For what the law c»uld not do, in Ro*«. 
that it wa» weak throtJgh the ficfh ; God ' ^' 
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feoding his Son, in the likenefs of flaful 
flefli, and for fin, condemned fin in the 
flefli. 

I John * ^^^ ^^*^ purpofe the Son of God was 
3' 5-9. manifefted, that he might deftroy the works 

of the devil. And ye know that he was 

manifefted to take away our fins. 

Q^ fFas Jefus Chri/l really crucified and 

rayed again ? 
I Cor. J* For I delivered unto you firft of all, 
Ji.3^4. that which lalfo received, how that Chrift 

died for our fins, according to the fcrip- 

tures: and that he was buried, and that 

he rofe again the third day, according to 

«he fcriptures. 

Q^ What end do the fcriptures afcribe unte 

the comings deaths and fufferings of Ohrijl ? 
Luke a. -^- For mine eyes have feen thy falva- 
3o» 3^ tion which thou haft prepared before the 
^** face of all ' people : a light to Ughten the 

Gentiles, and the glory of thy people IfraeL 
Rom. Whom God hath fct forth to be a propi- ^ 
a'aj. tiation through faith in his blood, to declai^c 

his righteoufnefs for the remifiSion of fins 

that arc paft, through the forbearance of 

God. 
Kph. And wajk in love, as Chrift alfo hath 
^' *• loved us,, and hath given himfclf for us, an 

offering and a facrifice to God for a fwee^ 
' fmelling favour. 
Col 1. And having made peace through the 
ao. ax, blood 
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blood df his crofs by him, to reconcile all 
things unto himfelf j by him, I fay, whe- 
ther they be things in earth, or things in 
heaven. And you that were fpmetimes 
alienated, and enemies in your minds by 
wicked works ; yet now hath he reconciled 
in the body of his flefh, through death, to 
prefent you holy, unblameable, and unre- 
proveable in his fight. 

Neither by the blood of goats and calves, Heb. $ 
but by his own blood, he entered in once **» ** 
into the holy place, having obuined eter- 
nal redemption for us. How much more 
Aiall the blood of Chrifl, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himfelf without fpdif 
to God, purge your confciences from dead 
works to ferve the living God ? 
• For Chrift alfo hath once fuiFered for « Pc^ 
£ns, the Jull for the unjuft, that he might ^' * * 
bring us to God :. being put to death in the 
fiefh, but quickened by- the fpirit. 

Hereby perceive we the loVe of God, x John 
becaufe he laid down his life for us. ^' ^^' 

And for this caufe he is the Mediator of "«^ 9 
the New Teftamcnt, that by means of the ^^' 
redemption of tranfgreilions that were un- 
der the Firil Teftament, they which are 
called might receive the promifc of the 
eternal inheritance. 

Q^ Is Chrijl then the Mediator? 

A* For there is one God, and one Me- iTi*"- 

c diator**"^' 
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£atar between God and man. the man 
ChrKl Jefus, Vfho ^ve himielt a r^fom 
for all^ to be teftified in due time. 

Q^ Was not Chr$/i the Mediator until bt 
tfppemtdj amd was cnic^d in thejlifls ? 
.5. -^* He is the Lamb that \|ras flaia horn 
^^ die fbujuhtion of the world. 

^h it neidftd tbm to keSeve^ that the 
faints of eld did partake rf Cbri/lj as then 
.pre/btt wiihj ana notirifinng them ? 
OA A* Moreover, brethren, I would not 
I * *' that ye fhould be ignorant, how that all 
* our fathers were under the cloud, and attj 
pafied through the iea, and were all bap- 
jped unto Moies in the cloud, and in the 
&a, and did all eat the fame fpiritual 
meat ; and did all drink the fame fpirimat 
drink j for they drank of that fpiritual 
rock that followed them, and that rock 
was Chrifl. . 

<^ But ivhsreas mojh of thefe fcriptures 

befote^mentioned do holdfortt^ that the death 

andfufftrings of Chri/i were appointed for the 

dejlroyingj removing, and remitting ^of fin*, 

did he/o Jo it while he was ouPwardly upon 

earth, as not to leanje anf thing for himfelf 

to do in us J nor for us to do, in and by bis 

flrength? 

'«t. A. For even' hereunto were ye called, 

"• bccaufe Chrift aUb fofBered for us, leavmg 

^ us 
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US an example, that ye ibould follow his 
fteps. 

whereof I Paul atn made a miniftcr, Coii. 
who now rejoice in niy faffcrings for you^ *^* *'*' 
and £11 up that which is behind of the 
afflfftions of Chrift in my flefh, for his 
body's fake, which is the church. 

Always bearing about in the body the » Cor. 
dying of the Lord Jefus j that the life Ji,^"^' 
alfo of Jefus might be made manifeft in 
G«r body. For we which live, are alway , 

delivered unto death for Jefus's fake, that 
the life alfo of Jefus might be made mani^ 
feft' in bur morta I flefli. 

Aad that he died for all, that they which * ^o*"* 
live, ihould not henceforth live unto them-'^* '^ 
felves, but unto him that died for them*, 
and alfo rofe again. 

That I may know him^ and the powct pwi- 
of his refurrcffion, and the felfowflbip of^**^' 
his fuffierings, being made conformable to 
lus d^tb« 

CHAP. IV- 

•» 

Of the New Birth, the inward appearance 
of Chrift in^ Spirit, and the unity of the 
Saints with him. 

Qucft.— DOTH Cbrifi frcmifi then to 
ccme again to bis difciples ? 

2 -rf. I 
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J*^. A. I win not leave you comfoi tlefs ; I 

unll come to you. 

Q^ Wms ibis only a fpecial promife to ihefe 

difciplis f Or^ is it not the common privilege 

$f the //nuts? 
i^^^uk A. For thus faith the high and lofty 
5?» IS* One, that inhabits eternity, whofe name is 

Holy, I dwell in the high and holy place, 

with him alio that is of a contrite and 

humble fpirit, &c. 
jCw. For yc are the temple of the living 
^ *•• God i as God haih faid, I will dwell in 

them, and walk in them. 
^«^» Brhold I llaud at the door and knock ; 

if any man hear my voice, and open the 

door, I will come in to him, and fup with 

him, and he with me. 

<^ Dotb the apojlle Paul /peak of the Son 

of God being revealed in bim ? 
tsKt! ^* ^^^ when it pleafed God, who fepa- 

rated me from my mother's womb, and 

called me by his grace, to reveal his Son 

in m6, that I might preach him among the 

heathen. 

Q^ Is it needful then to know Cbrijl within ? 
a Cor. ji. Examine yourfelves, whether ye be 
'^•'^* in the faith, prove your own fclves, know 

yc not your own felves, how that Jefus 

Chrift is in you, except ye be reprobates. 
Q^ Was the apojile earnest that this in- 
ward 
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wati Urtb of Christ Jhnidd bi hrn^hffirib 
in any ? 

A. My little children, of whom I travail ^l 
ia birch again, Until Chrift be jformcd ki^*''' 
you. 

Q. Whai faith the fame opofHa of the 
necejjtty of this inward knewkdgi ^f Christ ^ 
and if the new creahare^ beyond we outward ? 

A. Wherefore henceforth know we no aCor.j, 
num after the flefh ; yea, though we have ' ' *^' 
known Cfarift after the fleih,. yet now 
henceforth know we him no more. There- 
fore if any man be in Chrift, he is a new 
creature; oM thtogs are paffed away, be- 
hold all things are become new. 

But ye have not fo learned Chrift : if fo ^f^"^- 
be that ye have heard him, and have been %{, ^^. 
aught by him, as the truth \% in Jefus : ; ': 
that ye put off, concerning the former co6- * ^ 
verj&tion, the old man which is corrupt, 
according to the deceitful Infts % and be 
renewed m the ipirit of your mind; and 
that ye put on the new, man, which after . * •' 
God is created in righteoufnefs and true "^ 
holhief$« 

K^htbU Chrift within, the myfiery of God 
andhope. ofghry^ which the apoflle preacbed\P 

Ai To whom God would make known Coi. ^ 
whit is the riches . of. the glory of this *^''**^ 
myftcry ampng the Qcmiles j which is, 

c 3 Chrift 
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Chrift in jon the hope of glory, whom we 
preach* 

C^ DtA the ifptfiii smj where elfe prefs 
At fittAi^ M ef ibis mw kirtb f 

A. Ptit ye on the. Lord Jefus Chrifl, 
'^'^ asd make no provttoo for die flefh, to 
fiilfi the tofts thereof 

(^ Datb be write te MMf ef tbe faints^ as 

hofmagpA efAtdd^mtdfrntenibenewnuaif 

€bL 3. A. for as inamir of you as hare been 

^' baptized mto Chrift, have pot on Chrift. 

CtL3. Seeing that ye hare pm off the old man 

'**^ with his deeds^ and have pnt on the new 

man^ iriiich is lenc w ^ in luiowlcdge after 

the image of him that created him. 

(X Whai Jfeekab Cbri0 bimfe^ qf tbe 
mee^byefibismwUnb? 
]"te A. Jans anfwered and faid imto him, 
* * Verfly, tct^, I hj umo thee. Except a 
SAii be bom again, he cannot fee the king- 
dom of God. 
(l0fwbst/eed€9meibtbisUnb? 
» •^ AI Being bom again, not of corruptible 
^ ^ feed, hot <rf incorruptible, by the word of 
God, whieh Uveth an^ abideth for ever. 

O. IFAtf/ detb tbe apffiU Paid witne/s of 
btHyelf eencermng tbb new life f 
9dL J. I am crucified with Chrtft, neverthe- 
•• *^ "fcfs I live ; yet not I, but Chrift Hveth in mc. 
O. Wbai is tbe freacbini rf tbe erofs if 

Cbrijt? 

4: For 
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A. For the preachmg; of the crofs is to i Cor. 
ihcm that pcriih, foolUhnefs ; hut unto us *'*' 
that are &ved, it is th6 power of God. 

<X What effeil bad ibis crofs in the 
apofikf And bow much preferreth be the 
new creature J to all outward and vifibU 
inrdinances and obfervances ? 

A. But God forbid that I (hould gloir, Cat 6. 
favc in the cr<rfs of our Lord Jefus Chriu, '^ ^^' 
by whom the world is crucified unto me, 
and I imto the world : for in Jefus Chrift 
neither circumcifion availeth any thing, 
nor uncircumctfion, but a new creature. 

(X What J^aketb Chrift of the unity of 
the faints with htm f 

A. At that day ye (hall know that I am joBo 
in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. '^ ^* 

Abide in me, and I in you. As thejoiuir5. 
branch cannot bear fruit of itfelf, except ^' ^' 
it abide in die vine, no more can ye, ' 
except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye 
are branches ; he that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the fame bringeth forth much 
fruit ; for without me, ye can do nothing. 

Neither pray I for thefe alone, but for John i;. 
them alfo which ihall believe on me through ^^^3! 
their word: that they all may be one; 
as thou. Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they alfo may be one in us, that the 
world may believe that thou haft fent me. 
And the glory which thou gaveft me, I 

have 
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ksve jpwK them^ ckat ther may be one, 
cvo vwrircoae: I io mem, and thou 
bi 9K« ?bir dbeir maqr be made perfed^ in 
<ne^ aad dkit dke vorld maj know that 
tJKiir baft IcBC me: aad bat loved diem zi 
tbm kril bved me. 

JU For bodSi be dot &id^ies, and die j 
ibae ;tK fai < flhd » aie afl of one; Ibf 
ivbkbcmlie be lanot dhamed to call tbem 
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<^ WUtfmAtb^^^^ Filer? 
<^«r j^ Wberd^T ave gmn mito ns exceeds 
m^ ipe^Lt and wecioas pvomifes, diat hf 
dk)i^ ye m%bt be pmrtakcrs of tbe divine 
wnxre^ bji^ni^ elc^ped ibc corrapcion that 
iaiai ibe wyrid Areogb foft; 



CHAP- V. 



O m c tft ting Ae Ughc nrhcremth Jksus 
Chrtst batb enlisbtened every Man \ 
the UmiPCT&lirr and Sufficiency o^ God's 
Grace, to all me World, made manifeft 
therein* 

Queft. WHERJEIN conftfi^ the love of 
Sod UrwatdsfaUen and lojl man ? 
John A. For God £b lored the world, that he 

3,X6. ' gave 
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gave his only-begotten Son, that whofo 
ever believeth in him (hould not perilby 
but have evcrlafting life. 

In this was manifefted the love of God « J**" 
towards us, becaufe that God fent his only ^ ** 
begotten Son into the world, that wc 
might live through him. 

(^ What is intended here' by the world ^ 
JU and every man^ or only a few f 

A. But wc fee Jcfus, who was made a'^^- 
little lower than the angels for the fafier- ' '* 
ing of death, crowned with glory and 
honour; that he by the grace of God 
fhould tafte death for every man* 

And if any man fin, • wc have an advo-.' J<*» 
catc with the Father, Jcfus Chrift the *' '* 
righteous, and h^ is the propitiation for 
' our iins ; and not for ours only, but alfo 
ibr the fins of the whole world. 

Q. Methinks the apoftle John is very plain 
tberey in mentioning the whole world j which 
muft be not only the faints ^ but all others f 
feeing he diftingui/heth the world from himfelf^ 
and all the faints to whom he then wrote : 
What faith Paul elfewbere in this matter ? 

A. Chrift in you, the hope of glory, Coi. r. 
whom we preach, warning every man, and *^* * ' 
teaching every man in ali wifdom, that we 
may prefent every man perfeft in Chrift 
Jcfus. 

I exhort therefore, that firft of all, fup- \ ^^^^ 

plications, 4> 6. 
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plkatbos, prayers, intcrccflions, and giviog 
cf thanks be auide for all men: for tbis^ 
is good and acccptabk in the fight of God 
oar SavioQx, who will have all men to be 
fiLYed, and to come to the knowledge of 
the tntrh ; who gave himfelf a ranfam for 
ally to be teilified in due time. 

1^ What is the ^pcfile Peter^s teftimony 
in tbis / 

*^ A. The Lord is not flack concerning 
his promite (as fome men count flack- 
ad^) hut is long-fu&nng to us*ward, not 
^rilEng that any (hould* perilh, but that 
iH thoald co m e to repeitance. 

<^ jire tb€re mny m^tt fcrifture faffages 
dM frmtbu tbmgf 

\V^^ -'•^ Say unto them. As I live, fahh the 
Lord God, I haire no plea&re in the death 
of the wicked, but that the wicked tmir 
irom his way and live. 

J^ The Lord is gradous and full of com- 

f ^* Miffion } ibw to anger, and of great mercy. 
The Lord, is good to aJl, and his tender 
mercies are over lU his works. 

a Cor. To wk, that God was in Chrift, recon- 

^^ ciKflig the world unto himfeif. 

Q^ S^eim then 4f tbefe jiriptwes it ap- 
pears ibai ibe Imn 4jG$d is held out u allj 
tbat all migbi have been^ «r may befaved by 
Cbrijl / what is to be judged of ihofe wip 
$fiert^ $hBi God wor Cbrifi ne^er purpofed 

love 
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love nor Jalvatim to a great part of man* 
kind J and that the coming and ft^fering tf 
Chrijl never was intended ^ nor could be ireful 
to their ju/HJication ; but ivUl and muft be 
effeduedfor their condemnation^ even accord- 
ing to GotTs purpofe ; who from their verf 
\vfancyi to their grave ^ fmth-held from them 
ah means offahation ? What faith the fcrip^ 
turetofuchf 

A. For God fcnt not his Son into the John 
wbrld to condemn the world, but that the^* *^' 
world through him might be favcd. 

I am come a light into the world, that J^^^n i*- 
wbofoever believeth on me ifaould not abide ^ *'*^* 
in darkncfs. And if any man hear my words, 
and believe Bot, I judge him not ; lor I 
came not to judge the world, but to fave 
the w«ld. 

*<^ From what fcripture then came theje 
men to wrefi cm opinion fo contrary to truth ? 

A. For the children being not yet born, Ro« 9- 
neither having done any gcJod or evil, that ^^ ^^' 
the purpofe of God,, according to elcftion, 
might ftand, it wa$ faid unto her, 1 he 
elder fliatl ferve the younger ; as it is writ- 
ten, Jacol^ have I loved, but Efeu have I 
hated. 

(^ J perceive in that fcriphnre it was only 

faid^ before the children were born^ the elder 

jftfa/l ferve the younger ; thefe other voardi 

(Jacob have I loved^ EJim^ k»Ve I hated J are 

mentioned 
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Tnentiomd out of the fropbet Malachi^ who 
wrote them many hundred years after both 
were dead: Doth not the Jcripture mention 
any other caufe of God's hating Efau^ than 
merely his decree ? What faith the fame apqftle 
elfewhere ? 
Hcb x». A. Left there be any fornicator, or pro- 
' ' '^' phane perfon, as Efau, who for one morfel 
of meat fold his birthright : for ye know 
how that afterward, when he would have 
inherited the bleffing, he was rejcfted. 

Q^^ Bui feeing that fuch alledgCy that it 
is becaufe of Adam's fin^ that many^ even 
children^ are damned ; doth not the Jcripture 
aver^ that the death of Chrift was as large to 
heaU OS A dam* s fin could condemn P 
Rom. 5. ^* For if through the offence of one, 
*5, 18. many be dead, much more the grace of 
God, and the gift by grace, which is by 
one man, Jefus Chrift. Therefore as by 
the offence of one, judgment catne upon 
all men to condemnation ; even fo by the 
righteoufnefs of one, the free gift came 
upon all men unto juftification of life. 

^ That proves abundantly^ that ChriJFs 
deatB is offuffideni extent to make up any 
hurt Adam^sftn brought upon mankind. What 
is then the caufe of condemnation f 
■o^n ^. He that believeth on him is not con- 
demned; but he that believeth not is 
condemned abready, becaufe he hath not 

believed 
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believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God, 

And with all deceivablenefs of unrighte- » Thef. 
oufnefs in them that pcrifli, beqaufe they ^i^ll. 
received not the love of the truth, that 
they might be faved. And for this caufe 
God (hall fend them ftrong delufions, that 
they fhould believe a lie, that they all might 
be damned who believed not the truth, but 
had pleafure in unrighteoufnefs. 

Q^ Seeing it is of a truths according to the 
fcriptwre^s te/limony^ that God has purpofed 
lave and mercy to all^ in the appearance of his 
Son Jefus Chrift : is the gojpely or glad-tidings 
of this falvation^ brought nigh unto aU, by 
which they are put into a capacity of receiving 
the grace J and being faved by it ? 

A. If ye continue in the faith grounded Coi. z. 
and fettled, and be not moved away from *3' 
the hope of the gofpel, which ye have 
heard, and which was preached to t,vtTj 
creature which is under heaven, whereof I 
Paul am made a minifter. 

Q^ What is the go/pel? 

A. I am not alhamed of the gofpcl ; for Rom. 
it is the power of God unto falva;ion, to*''^' 
every one that believeth. / 

9I Is this go/pel hid ? 

A. If our gofpcl be hid, it is hid to them i^Cor. 
that are loft, in whom the god of this world ^' 3» ^' 
hath bUnded the minds of them ^hich be- 
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licvc not, left the light of the gloriotts 
gofpcl of Chrift (hould ihinc unto £cm. 

Q^ Is this light then come into the world? 
And are not men condemned becaufs they Jov^ 
• - // not^ and not becaufe it is hid from them / 
I A. And this is the condemnation^ that 
^' light is come into the world, and men love 
darknefs rather than light. 
fVhy do/tbeyfo f 
Becaufe their deeds are evil* 
^' Q. Is every man enlightened by this light ? 
I ii. He was not that light, but was fent 
' to bear witnefs of that light. That was the 
true light, which lighteth every man that 
Cometh into ihe world. 

(^ Doth this light difcover all things ? 
A. All things that are reproved, are 
^' made manifcft by the light, for whatfoevcr 
doth make manifeit, is light. 

(^ Do evil men preach up this lights or 
mind it ? 
I A. Every one that doeih evil, hateth 
^* the light, neither cometh to the light, left 
his deeds fhould be reproved. 

They are of thofe that rebel againft the 
'^- Dght. 

(^ Do good men love it^ and follow it ? 
A. He that doeth truth, cometh to the 
light,, that- his deeds may be made manifcft, 
that they are wrought in God. 

(^ What ben^ doth redound to fuch as 
love the lights and walk in it ? 

A. If 
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A. If wc walk m the light, as I^c is in U«^n 
the light, we have fellowfliip one with afi- ^ ^" 
other, and the blood of jfefus Chrift his 
Son, cleanfeth ns from all fin. 

(^ Doth Cbrijf command to take heed to 
the light? 

A. While ye have the Ifght, believe in John 
the light, that ye may be the childreil of^*-^^' 
^e light. 

Q^ fVere thf^ apofiles commanded to turn 
people to the li^hi? 

A. Delivering thee from the people, and Aa« 
from the Gentiles, nnto whom now I fend JjT^^* 
thee, to open their eyes, and to turn them 
fnm darknefs to light,' and from the 
power of fatan unto God : that they may 
receive fprgiveneft of fins, and inheritance 
among them which arc fan^fied, by faith 
that is in me. 

"<^ Doth this light abide with every man 
all his life-time^ in order to fave^ or only 
during the day of his vijitation ? 

A. Yet a little while is the light with john 
you ; walk while ye have the light, left ^»* 35. 
darknefs come upon you. 

Again, he limiteth a certain day, faying lub. 
in David, To-day, after fo long a time ; as* '• 
it is faid. To-day, if ye will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts. 

Q^ How can it be proved y that there is a 
day wherein people may know things concerning 

tbciv 
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their peace ^ wbUb rfterwards may be bid from 
tbemf 
us^ A. And when he was come near, he be- 
JJ; ^» held the city, and wept over it, faying. If 
thou hadft known, even thou, at leaft in 
this thy day, the things which belong unto 
th^ peace! But now they are *hid from 
thine eycs^ 

<X h there anif cfther fctipture proof of tjic 

Loras wiUingnefs to gather a people who 

vwild noti and therefore ^ere condemned? 

Mm. ^* O Jerufalem, Jerufalem! tliou that 

^3 37« killcft the prophets, and ftoncft them which 

13, 34, are fent unto thee : how often would I have 

gathered thy children together, even as a 

hen gaihercth her chickens under . her 

wings, and ye would not ? 

Mat. Then his lord, after that he had called 

33^ 34^ him, faid unto him, O thou wicked fcrvant ! 

I forgave thee all the debt, becaufe thou 

dcfircdft me : Shouldeft not thou alfo have 

had compaflion on thy fellow-fervant, cvcA 

as I had pity on thee ? And his lord was 

wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, 

till he Ihould pay all that was due unto him. 

AAi Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, 

13. 4*. jn^j faid, It was neceffary that the word of 

God Ihould firft have been fpokcn to you ; 

but feeing ye put it from you, and judge 

yourfdvcs unworthy of everlafting life, lo 

we turn to the Gentiles. 

Becaufe 
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Becaufe I have called* and ye refufed ; pror. 
I have ftrctchcd out my hand, and no man J' *Ji 
regarded : but ye have fet at nought all my 
counfcl, and would none of my reproof 5 I 
alfo will laugh at your calamity, I will mock 
when your fear cometh. 

And at what inftant I fhall ipeak c<Mi-jer. 
ceming a nation, and conceTning a king- J^-^ . 
dom, to build and to plant it; if it do evil 
in my fight, that it obey not my voice, thca 
will I repent of the good wherewith, I faid 
I would benefit them. 

Q. Doth God's Spirit Jrive then f^ a • 
Jeafott^ and afterwards forbear } 

A. And the Lord faid, My Spirit fliall p«>- 
not always ftrive with man. '• ^- 

(^ May it then b^ refified? 

A. Ye fliiff-necfced and uncircumcifed in A<ft» 
heart and ears, ye do always refifl: the Holy ^' ^^* 
Ghoft ; as ycmr fathers did, fo do ye* 

For the wrath ofi God is revealed from Rom. 
heaven againft all ungodlineis and unrighlr '* ^ 
eoufnefs of men, who hold the txuth in uxv- 
righteoufiaefs. 

<X Hath God tnanifejled ta man that whidi 
maybe known of himfelf? 

A. That which may be known of God) ^^aa. 
is manifeft in them ; for God bath fliewed *' '^' 
it unto them. 

- (^ Is then this light orfeedjbwn i» the 
ffearts of evil men / 

D 3 A. And 
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Mat 1$, A, And he fpake many things to them 

|»^ in parables : Behold, a fower went forth to 

fow, and when he fowcd, fomc feeds fell by 

the way-fide, &c. fome fell among (lony 

places, &c. and fome fell among thorns, &e« 

(^ Are tbefe places^ where the feed isfaid 

to have fallen^ widerjlood of the hearts of men f 

Mat. A. Hear ye therefore the parable of the 

13. iS, fower, When any one heareth the word of 

the kingdom, and underflandeth it not, 

then Cometh the. wicked one, and catcheth 

away that which was fown in his heart; 

this is he which received the feed by the 

way-fide, &c. 

Q^ Is this feed fmall in itsfrjl appearance? 

^««t. A. The kingdom of heaven is like to a 

\%.^^* grain of muftard-feed, which a man took 

and fowed in his field, which indeed is the 

leafl of all feeds. 

Q. Forajfnuch as many underjiand not thbj 

tinder the notion and appellation of tight or 

feed^ it being quite another dialed than the 

eommon ; though I mufl needs confefs^ it is the 

very language of the fcriptures : is there a 

faving manifeftation of the Spirit given unto all? 

I Cor. A. The manifeftation of the Spirit is 

^*'^' given to every man to profit withal. 

(^ Sure^ if it be to profit withal^ it mujl 
he in order tofave; for were it not ufeful^ 
nor y4^ fufficient tofave^ what profit could it be 
of? But in regard fome fpeak of a grace that 

h 



( 3» ) 

is common^ and of a grace that is Javin^j is 
there fuch a grace common unto all^ as brings 
falvation? 

A» The grace of God that brings falva- Tit. 
tion, hath appeared unto all men. ** ^'* 

(^ That which brings falvation mu/l needs 
befaving ; what doth that grace teach us ? 

A.' Teaching us, that denying ungodii- ^it. 
ncfs and worldly lufts, we (hould live fo- 
berly, righteoufly, and godly, in this prc- 
fent world, 

(^- Certainly that which teacheth both 

right eoufnefs and godlinefs muft be fufficient ; 

for therein conjtfteth the whole duty of man : 

what faith the apoftle elfewhere of this in^ 

Jiru£lor? 

A. And now, brethren, I commend youAat 
to God, and to the word of his grace ; which *^" ^'^ 
is able to build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among all thofe that are fan£li- 
fied. 

Q^ What is the word of God ? 

A. The word of God is quick and»f«h.4* 
powerful, and (harper than any two-edged ^** '^* 
Iword, piercing even to the dividing afon- 
der of foul and fpirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, ami is a difccmer of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.. Neither is there 
any creature that is not manifeft in his 
fight, but all things are naked and open unto 
the eyes of him^ wjth whcm wc have to do% 

q^Ought 
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(^ Ought we noi to lake heed to ibis ward ^ 

t Pet. jd. We have alfo a more fure word of 

'• '^' prophecy, wkcrcunto ye do well that yc 

take heed, as unto a light that (hineth in a* 

dark place, until the day davn, and the 

day*ftar arife in your hearts. 

(^ I perceive tbefcripturti are 'oery clear ^ 
beib catcermug the univerfality and fufficiencj 
eftbis iifbt, feed J grace ^ and word ^ God; 
htU is tlis ward nigb or afar cff^ inward or 
outward f 
Rm. A* Say not in thine heart, Who ftall 
J^*» afcend into heaven f (that is, to bring Chrift 
down from abovej Or, who fhall dcfcend 
into the deep f (that is, to bring up Chrift 
anin from the dead) But what faith it? 
The word is nigh, in thy mouth and in thy 
heart ; that is the word of faith which we 
preach. 

Q. Tbat is clear^ as to the word; is there 
any fcriptwre fpeah of the Light's being in- 
ward f 
tOof« A. God, who commanded the tight to 
^^h (hine out of darkncfs, hath fliined in our 
heilrts, to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jefus 
Chrift. But we have this treafure in earthen 
Veffcls, that the excellency of the power 
fnay be of God, and not of us. 

(X But feeing it is alfo called the feed of the 
kingSonsy is the kingdom cfGod alfo. within ? 

A. The 
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. A. The kingdonv of God comes ni6t ;ttritli Luke 7. 
obferyation; neither fhall they lay, Lo*^*** 
here, or Lo there ; for behold^ the kingdom 
of God is within you. 



CHAP. VI. 

Concerning Faith, Juftification and Works. 

Queft.-4rH^ r « /i/VA ? 

4* Faith is the fubftancc of things hoped ^^^' 
for, and the evidence of things not feen. 

Q. Is faith of abfolute necejfttj ? 

A. Without faith it is impomble to pleafe tfcS. 
him, for he that cometh to God muft be- ^^ ^* 
lieve that he is, and that he is a rewardcr 
of them that diligently feck him. 

(^ Are wejuftified by faith ? , 

A. Wherefore the law was our fchool- Gpj. , 
mailer, to bring us unto Chrift, that we 3-*^ 
might be juftified by fsdth^ 

Qi What is the nature of this faith that 
availeth to juflificati$n ? 

A. For in Jefus Chrift, neither circum^- caL 
cifion availeth any thing, nor uncircumciiion, ^' ^' 
but faith which worketh by love. 

Q. Are wfirks then neceffary to jti/lification^ 
as well as faith ? 

A. But wilt thou know, O vain man, jam. a. 
that faith without works is dead. . Was not ^ '^*^' 

Abraham 
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Abradiftm our &tber joftified by vrorhf 
ivhen ile tiad offered Ifaac hisfoti apoii tbe 
akar? Seed thott how faith wrought widi 
his works ? and by works was &itb made 
pcrfeft ; and the fcripture was fulfilled, 
which faith, Abraham believed God, and 
it was imputed to him for righteoufnefs ; and 
he was called the friend of God. Ye fee 
then bow that by works a man is jiaflifiei, 
and not by faith only. 

Q^ If then both be equally reqmred in juf- 
tijicaiioni what are ihefe ivorks whick the 
apo/ili eKcludes fo much. 
^^ A. By the deed** of the law there Aall 
no flelh be joftified io his fight. 

Q. JB«/ though we be not juflified hj the 
ieedi cf the law^ it not tins i$ exclude boqfting^ 
that the grace of God may be exalted f 
JpJ- A. For by grace are ye faved, through 

yi id. faith, and that not of yourfclves, it is the 
gift of God ; not of works, left any man 
ihould boaft, for we are his workmanftiip, 
created in Chrift Jefus unto good works. 

Q^ Are even the works which are perforrt^ 
€d by grace excluded f An we never faid to 
he faved orjufiified by them f 
Tit. A. Not by works of righteoufnefs which 

6* 7' we have done, but according to his mercy 
he faved us, by the walhing of regene- 
ration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoft, 
which he ihed on us abundantly, through 

Jefus 
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Jefus Chrift our Saviour ; th^ l}ei|^ ju^ti- 
fied by his grace, we fi^ould be made keirsfi 
according to the hope of eternal life 

C^ I perceive then^ that ta be j^ified bf 
grace J is to be jujiified or faved bf regener^* 
tim^ which cannot exclude the works wrougfft 
by grace and by the Jpirit; how doib th^ 
apq/i/e add in the next verfe^ fox the main* 
ta\ning this again/l thofe that cavil abotU the 
law? 

A. This is a faithful fayiog, and thefcTit.^ 
things I will that thou affirm conftantly, *• ^' 
that they which have believed in Godj» 
might be careful to maintain good ^orks : 
thefe things are good a,nd profital^Ie unto 
men. But avoid foolifh queilions, and ge- 
nealogies, and contentions, and ftrivings 
about the law, ibr they are unprofitable 
and vain. • ' ' 

(^ Doth the apojile Pasd^ that is fa much 
agaifi/l juftification by the tvozks of the law^ 
Jpeak any where el/e of being jufiijied by the 
Spirit? 

A. But ye are wafhed, but ye are fsmfti- j c#r. 
fied, but ye are juftified in the name of the*- "♦ 
Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

Q; But Jince the law gives not power nor' 
ability to obey^ and fa falls fhori of jufii^- 
cation ; is there no power tmder the gofpel^ 
by which the righteoufnefs of the law comes, 
to. be fulfilled inwardly ? 

A. For 
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Rott. ^. For what the law could not do, ia 
^ ^' that it was weak through the fle(h, God 
fending his own Son in &e likenefs of fia- 
ful flem, and for fin, condemned fin in the 
flefh: diat the righteoufnefs of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after 
^e flefli, but after the fpirit. 

(^ Seeing then ibere is power in the fpirit^ 

is not works through if a condition upon which 

life is propo/ed under the new covenant ? 

Rom. A. For if ye live after the flefli, ye fliall 

*• '3 die ; but if ye through the fpirit do mortify 

the deeds of the body, ye (hall live. 

Q. Do not the apofiles then frequently pro- 
pojelife to people^ upon condition of repentance 
and other works f 
Adi 'A. Repent ye therefore, and be convert- 
3- 19- ed, that your fins may be blotted out. 
Roni, And if children, then heirs ; heirs of 
•• *7« God, and joint-heirs with Chrift ; if fo be 
that we fuftcr with him, that we alfo may 
be glorified together. 
^Tim. It is a faithful faying: for if we be dead 
«xj with him, we fhall alfo live with him : if 
we fuffer, we fliall alfo reign with him. If 
a man therefore purge himfelf from thefe, 
he (hall be a yeflel unto honour, fanftified 
and meet for the mafter^s ufe, and prepared 
unto every good work. 
Iter. Remember therefore from whence thou 
»-^* art fallen, and repent, and do the firffc 

works. 
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works, or clfc I will come unto thcc quick- 
ly, and remove thy candleftick out of his 
place, except thou repent. 

Q. // appears clearly by theje paffages^ that 
the apoftle excludes only our rigmeou/nefsj which 
he elfewhere explains j as being the righteoufnefs 
qfthe law^from being necejfary iojujlification; 
[and notfucb works as the law of the fpirit of 
life leads tOj and are not fo much ours as 
Chrift^ in us. Are not fuch good works f ^- 
wardedj though they require no abfolute merff^ 
as beinz the fruits of free grace ; yet doih not 
God judge according to tbenty and may thef 
not be f aid to have a reward? 

A. But if a man be iufl:, and do thatEcek. 
which is lawful and right, and hath not^'^'^, 
eaten upon the mountains, neither hath lift 
up his eyes to the idols of the houfe of 
Ilracl, neither hath defiled his neighbour's 
wife, neither hath coine neat* to a menftru- 
ous woman ; and hath not oppreffed any, 
but hath rcftored to the debtor his pledge^ 
hath fpoiled none by violence, hath given 
Bis bread to the hungry, and hath covered 
the naked with a garment; he that hath 
not given forth upon ufury, neither hath 
taken any incrcafe ; that hath withdrawn 
his hand from iniquity, hath executed true 
judgment between man and man, hath 
walked in my ftatutes, and hath kept my 

E judgment 
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judgment^ ta.dcal truly.; heis- jnff, heffiaB 
forcly live, feith the Lord God. 
Mat. For the Son of man fhal! come- in the 
.x6. a;* glory of his^ Father, with his angels, and 
then he Ihall reward every man according 
to his works; 
Aai 10. Then Piter opened his nronth* and faid, 
54, 3j. Of a truth I* perceive that God is- no re- 
^eflcr of perfons : but in every nation, he 
that fearetn bim, and* worketh righteouf- 
nefs, is accepted wtthr him; 
Rom. a. The righteous judgment of .Gbd'^ wBo 
^' ^^ will render to every man according to hii 
deeds : to them, who, by patient continu- 
ance in well-doing, fcek for glory and ho- . 
nour, and immortality, eternal life: but 
glory, honour, and' pcace^to every man that 
worketh good, lo the Jew firft, and alfo to 
the Gentile. 

1 Cor. For we mufl: all appear before the judg^ 
^'^°' mem-feat of Chtift, that every one may 

receive the things. done in his body, accord- 
ing to that he hath done, whether if be 
• gpod or bad. 

2 Thef. Which is a manifeft token of the right- 
^•5- eous judgment of Gbdj. that ye may be 

counted worthy of the kingdom of God, 

.for which ye allb fuffer. 
jamct But whqfo looketh* into the- perfcft' law. 
'• »5. of liberty, and cofttinuetb thercra, he being 

not 
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libt a forgetful hearer, hva a doer of the 
"Work, this man fhall be blefled in his deed. 

C»ft not a^^wiy iher^foxe your confidence, ^^^^ 
M^rhich hath great recoropence of reward. lo. 35. 

And if ye call on the Father, wHo with- r p^tcr 
oux refpefl v6f perfonj, jud^eth aQCording''-'7* . 
10 expry man'i work, j>a6 the .time of your 
fcjournujg hc^e in ifiar. 

. And behold. I come . quickly, an4 my ^"^v. «. 
reward is -with me, to give every man ac- "' '^' 
coirdij^ as hb work ihall be. BleCed are 
they that do his commandments, that they 
may has^^e a right 10 the tree of Ufe, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city, .!.'. ^. 

(^ // Jhould feem that the purpofe of Gody -' 
m /ending kis Sin the Lord J^fus Chriftii was 
notjifapty tojaveman by an imputaSive figif" . . , 
^mfn^Ji^'i. ^Itj^pher wJthut tbm;. but alfo^ by 
ijb^ Wffibing gf r^^^neration, or an inward 
righpmfne^_ : wh^t faith thg feripture further 
^tbi/? '."'.-: 
* ;rf. Aod thou JEhah call his name Jefms, Mat. 
•for ke3MJ &ve Bis peopk from their fixis* * *'• 

IiOoJ^ng /or that bicited hope:^ and the Tit. %. 
gIpriou3 'app^caring of thie great God,' and***'."^ 
oar $avioiw- /efjus Chrii^ who gave himfcif 
for 133, that he might redeem us from aQ 
iniquity^ and purify fonxto himfelf 11 peculiar 
'p^opk^. z^wn^ ot good works*. . 
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CHAP. Vli. 

ConcerniDg Perfedlloi^, or Freedom from 

Sin. 

Qucft. I perceive then by all thefe fcriptures 
cforementimiedj that Cbrijij as well as be 
bath purcbafed pardon for our JinSy batb alfo 
obtained power by wbicb we may even here 
be clean/ed from the filth of them : May we. 
exped then in this life to be freed from the 
dominion of fn ? 

B. A. For fin ihall not have dominion over 

»4- you. 

C^ For what reafon ? 

OB. A. For yc are not under the law, but 

'^- under grace. 

Q^ How cometh the apojlle then to cry out 
end complain offin^ fayi^g'i Who Jhall deliver 
me from the body of this death ? Doth be 
fpedk that as a condition always, permanent to 
him and other faints^ or only that which he had 
pajffed through ? What faith he afterwards ? 

B. t. A. There is therefore now no concjem- 

*• nation to them which are in Chrift Jcfus, 
who walk not after the flefh, but after the 
Spirit : for the law of the Spirit of life in 
Chrift Jefus hath made me free from the 

m. 8. law of fin and death. Who fiiall feparate 

039. us from the love of Chrift? Shall tribu- 
lation, or diftrefs, or pcrfccution, or fa- 
mine. 



I 



( 4« ) 

mine^ or Qakcdncfii, or perils ot f\?ord?~ 
(As u. U wrii:tea^ For tby Aike we are killed 
iii the day long ; we sure counted as (heep 
for t)ie itaiiigbterO Nay, in all cbefe things 
wc ar^ inore tban conquerorft through him 
.;bat laved u$. For 1 am perfuaded that 
neither d^ath, nor life, nor angeU, nor 
riociipaliti^s,, opr powers;, nor things prc- 
(?mi, nor thi»gs to come, nor height, nor 
.^pth, uor any other creature, (hall be able 
XQ feparate ua from the Igvc of God 3^ whiqh 
i!^ ia Chrift Jefoe ow L^vd. 

Q^ WbM faith that ap^U tbM wtd Juch^ 

ti;^ t<fking ofcqfim from bis u^ayds^ Jhould 

jllead for conitmuanc^ in fi» fo^ term of lifaj 

' md tJkink, tfi. hefaved by tkA imputi^ti^e rigktr 

,^mfn^ of Cbri/ty as bmg under grash ^■ 

A. What fhaii we ia^y tbea? $hiall weRom.6. 
continue^ ia fio^, that grace may abound? ''^ 
' God forbid*. 

Wha^i then? Shall we fin, becaufe we Rom. 
are not under the Uw,. but under grac^? ^ '^' 
God forbid; ' 

(^ h mp the apojle- then fo far from f^ 
fofing that, conditioHr of being always imd^r 
fifi^ /i^Jte his own. conftant cotiditiofr^ or that 
of ifll t^iefaint^^ that he even fikppofes many 
-of the tijeYk cfjurch of Rom^ tn whom he 
' w^fl/^, t0 be free from it ? liouu kefpeaketk 
be tbmy: a^ in reiat-iftn to this; matter ? 
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Rom. 6. A. How fliall we that are dead to iur, 
* ^^ ^' live any longer therein ? Know ye not, that 
fo many of us as were baptized into Jefns 
Chrift, were baptized into his death? 
Therefore wc are buried with him by bap- 
tifm into death ; that like as Chrifl: was 
raifcd up from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even fo we alfo fhould walk 
in newnefs of life. For if we have been 
planted together in the likenefs of his 
death, we (hall be alfo in the likenefs of 
his rcfurre£^ion ; knowing this, that our old 
man is crucified with him, that the body 
of fin might be deftroyed, that hencefortn 
wc fhould not ferve fin. For he that is 
stom. 6. dead, is freed from fin. Likewife reckon 
jxtoi3. y^ alfo yourfelvcs to be dead indeed unto 
fin ; but alive unto God, through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. Let not fm therefore 
reign in your mortal body, that ye fhould 
obey it in the hifts thereof. Neither yield 
yc your members as inftruments of unright- 
eoufnefs unto fin ; but yield yourfelves 
unto God, as thofe that are alive from the 
dead ; and your members as inftruments 
Rom. 6. of righteoufnefs unto God. Know^ ye not, 
i6toa3. ^jjj^j Y^ whom ye yield yourfelves fervants 

to obey, his fervants ye are to whom ye 
obey, whether of fin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteoufnefs ? But God be 
thanked, that ye were the fervants of fm ; 

but 
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l>ut ye have obeyed from the hc^ that 
form of doftrine which was delirercd 
you; being then made free from fin, yc 
became the fervants of rigbteoufiiefs. I 
fpeak after the manner of men, becaufe of 
the infirmity of your flefli ? for as ye have 
yielded your members fervants to unclean- 
hefs, and to iniquity, unto iniquity ; event 
fo now yield your members fervants to 
righteoufnefs, unto holinefs. For when 
ye were the fervants of fin, ye were free 
from righteoufnefs. What fruit had yc 
then in thofe things whereof ye are now 
afhamed ? For . the end of thofe things fs 
death. But now, being made free from 
fin, and become fervants to God, ye have 
your fruit unto holinefs, and the end ever- 
lafting life. For the wages of fin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life, through 
Jcfus Chrift our Lord. 

Q^ // would appear tben^ that God requires 
of m to be perfect? 

^. Be ye therefore perfeft, ever as your Mae. 
Father which is in heaven is perfeft. j. 48. 

Q^ Is it tbenpoffible to keep the command* 
ments f 

A. My yoke is eafy, and my burthen is Mat. 
light. For this is the law of God, that "• ^^ 
we keep his commandments, and his com- ^f^^ 
mandments are not grievous*. 
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%r9. An V^^i ^0 they that dQ hia cpm« 
^'^* inanda^t^ t\^ tUcy m^y have right (q 

ihc tree pjf life. aa4 m^y wtw ip tlirw^ 

the gates ^ntQ (he ciiy. 

QT f^o you iindnjlafi4 h '^ p^fifim^ 
^bai any b^v^ fo kifi the f^mimndm^ts^ m 

1 joKn 4. if vc V>y thw wo have not Irt^^e^ 
^' ^^* VC make hin a I^r,, and bis icroicd i^ QQt ja 

Q^ I>0 )V2/ wds(/fand% that tbfff ^4 4;^^ 

f^t^f fikiy foy^ tbsy bavem^Jin; orj^y tk^ 

Ik^Aig JifiHid^ 4in4 Jo having Jin^ in T^f0^ 

ibey onfc finned^ as tbe apoftle m the ffiffi^i 

ditd nfsniioffSj VHffy notwithj^anditig thereof^ 

ifft only come to \no^ fov^givenefs for ib^ guilty 

ffut iflfo c/eanfing/ram tbejfilth ? 

I John A* If we fay we ha,vc na fin, we dec^fvc 

1. 8. 9- puriS^lves,^ ajrui th^ truth is uot ia us : if we 

confcfs our fins, he is faithful and jufl: la 

. forgive Uft our fu^s^ and to cleanfe us fi:oni 

all unrighteoufoefs. 

Q, %bis fcr^iure feems to be v€%y plain y 
being compared with the other before mentton^-^ 
id: bt4t b^c^^ejbme qre apt to mifiake and 
%vreft the words cfthe appjllf^what faith h^ 
elfe^here I Did b^\hidgea,ny, could know. God^ 
■ or be true Chrifiian^x '^M k^^i nQt this, com- 
niam^nents ? "- • 

A. My 
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A. My Httl^ cl^dren, thefe things write i joh* 
I unto yoo, that yc fin not; and if any^J'^» 
man fin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jefiis Chrifl the righteous: and 
hereby we do know that we know liim, if 
we keep his commandments. He that faith, 
I know him, and keepeth not his com- 
mandments, fs a liar, and the truth is not in 
htm. But whofo keepeth his word, in him 
verily is the love of God'perfefted. Here- 
by know we that, we are in him : he that 
faith he abideth in him, ought himfelf alfo 
fo to walk even as he walked. 

Beknred, now are we the fons of Godi x John 
and it doth not yet appear what we fhall be ; |^* '^ 
but we know, that when he fhall appear, 
we (hall be like him, for we fhall fee him as 
he is : and every man that hath this hope 
in him, purifieth himfelf, even as he is pure. 
Whofocver committeth fin, tranfgrefTeth 
alfo the law, for fin is the tranfgreflion of 
the law. And ye know that he was mani- 
fefted to take away our fins ; and, in him 
is no fin. Whofoever abideth -in- him firi- 
neth not. Whofoever finneth, hath not 
feen him, neither known him. Litde chil- 
dren, let no man deceive you : he that 
doeth righteoufnefs is righteous, even as he 
is righteous. He that committeth fin is of 
the devil} for the devil finneth from the 
beginning. For this purpofe the Son of 

God 
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Cod was nvaqi£^d^ that ]iiq inigljit deSroy* 
^ works of xh^ devil. Wl?yofoe»;er if 
born of God, doth not comoiit iin^ £br his 
feed i;emaineth *in him, and he cannot (in,- 
hec2i^ he is bota^ oi God. - In .this the 
€^U(^n of God ;ure jnanitefl, and thb 
j:hildren of the devil. Whofoever dotli 
pot righteoufnefs, is not of God, aeixher 
tie th^t ioyeth not his brother. > 

Q^ // is very plain by thefe pajfages^ tbat 
ibe apqftks were far 4f another mwi9 ^^ 
fhofe that plead for Jin during term of hfe\ 
and much againfi the deceit of thojt- who vjHI 
^em tb^^nfehes good Chrifii(ms wbijie they 
live in theirs firup 

Mat. 7. -4. N?^ every ope that fairh ^nto mci 

a''a4. Lord J Lt^iid, (hall ^nter into the kingdoxn 
jpf heayep, but .he that dpeth the will pf 
.my Father which is in heaven. Thcrefor^^ 
whofo€V/€f hearcth tljuefe layings 0/ jninc, 
land doeth them, I will liicen him utito a wife 
jnan, which built his houfe upon a foick. 

John Jf ye kppw thpl4? :^\^g%9 happy are yc y 

'^- *7- y^ dQ ^jicm. 

jQr What foijth tbf 4p9fife P^^ furshffr 
^QHc^rning the nie4ftdnejs $ftbis thing f 
rCor. Jl. CircAiW)w:rfiofl i^ nothing, and uncir- 
^' ^^' 4:iiinpi4pp is pothing \ y^ tbp keeping of 

Q^Wfts wf^ tbiSf according to the apaJlU 

Fa^U AJHiigmmfB thf, wr^ irUf^twn if Cbrifi^ 

t» 
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U biwe bis chutch^atidt^iidtiEn i& lie pun^Mi 
without fpot? 

A. Aceopding^ asr be Jbas chofoo us^ in £ph. 
him before the fouii<hiti()n> of the v^ortd^ *' ^ 
that we (kould he ftoly^ and without bliune 
before him in love: ■ ' '■ ^ 

Even as Ghrift alfo loi»o4 the diuwfe, Eph, 5. 
and gav-e himfelf for it, thatt'hertfighrfanc-*^^®*^- 
tify and cleanf^ it^ th^t be mjgbt^ pnefeiir it 
U> himfelf a ^orlous charch; not havitig 
^oi^or wrinkle, or anyftich thitig, but tiil^ 
it ihould be holy, and' without bleikiAir 

C^ Doth not Paul prefs' the fime^ tBIftf; 
fftrtb€r\ hefidts the a^er pit^ff^es above-men-' 
timed? 

, A. HsivTrtg therefore thcfe prormifeei , cor. 
dt^rlf beloved; l*t^ us dea^ift otirfelves 7- 1. ' 
from all fikhinefiL of the flfcfl*^ and'- fpirilj 
perfefltng bolinefs in thte fear of' God. 

Finally^ brethren, fftrcwdJs be perfc^ a cA-. 
Chrift'in you the hop^ of gldry^ whom^wi }?y.^^ 
preachy Warning evely man, attd^ teadifiwg i.Vs. 
every niafrdift all^wili^SM, that vWj'm&y^ptci 
f^nt eveiy man perfoA in Chrift Jfcftrs. 
. Labouring fibrventlj^' for yon in prayers^ ^oi- 
that ye may ftand-perfeff'and complete iA^'^** 
aB the will-of God*- Toabe end he may i Thif^ 
eftlibKfli' your hieans unblameable in hbli-^* *^* 
nefs befercf God.' And' the very Ood of ch ^ 
peace ftnftify- you wholly ; audi pray God^ 
your whole fpirit, and foul, and body, be 

prefented . ^ 
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prefented blamelefs unto the coming of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 

(^ // not ibis then the very end for which 
God appointed teachers in his church ? 
Eph. A. And he gave fome apoftles, and 
ziiiVj. ^^^^ prophets, and fome evangelifts, and 
fome paftors and teachers ; for the perfeft- 
ing of the faints, for the work of the mtm« 
ftry, for the edifying of the body of Chrift ; 
till we all come in the unity of the faithj and 
of tHe knowledge of the Son of God, unto 
a peife& man, unto the meafure of the 
fiature of the fulnefs of Chrift. 

Q^ Seeing this i^fo much prejfed by the holy 

men, doth not tbefcripture^ which cannot lie^ 

give none of the faints this teftimony^ as being 

free from Jin at fome times j and fo not always 

and daily ftnning^ as is fuppofed ? 

ocn. -^- Noah was a juft man, and perfeft in 

^•9- .Jiis generations; and Noah walked with 

Job God. And the Lord faid unto fatan, hzji 

'• * thou confidered my fervant Job, that there 

is none like him in the earth, a perfefl and 

an upright man, one that feareth God, and 

efcheweth evil. There was in the days of 

j^^^;.j Herod, King of Judea, a certain pricft, 

5t6. named Zacharias, of the courfe of Abia; 

and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, 

and her name was Elizabeth ; and they 

were both righteous before God, walking 

m 
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in all the commandments and ordinandes of 
the Lord blamelefs. 

Q^ Tiat proves fufficienily as to particular 
perfons ; but what- doth the Jcripture intimate 
of this nature^ even of conjiaerable numbers ? 

A. Bw God, who is rich in mercy, for ^p'*- *• 
his great love wherewith he hath loved us, ^ ^* 
even when we were dead in fin, hath quick* 
ened ns together with Chrift, and hath 
nifcd us up together, and made us fit to* 
gether in heavenly places in Chrift Jefus. Heb.i«. 

But je are come unto Mount Sion, and"'*^* 
unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerufalem, and to an innumerable 
company of angels, to the general aflfembly 
and chuxch of the firft-bom, which are 
written in heaven, to God the judge of aU, 
and to the fpirits of juft men made perfed. Rey.14; 

j&nd I looked^ and lo, a Lamb ftood on i* 4- 5- 
the Mount Sion, and with him an hundred 
forty and four thoufand, having his father's 
naine written in their foreheads, Thefc 
arc thcjr which were not defiled with wo. 
iacn ; for they arc virgins. Thefc are they 
'which follow the Lamb whitherfoever he 
gocth. Thefc were redeemed from among 
men, being the firft-iruits unto. God, and 
to the Lamb. And in their mouth was 
found no guile, for they are without fault 
|)eforc the throne of God. 

F CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Conceroiqg Perfeverance, and falling 
- from Grace 

Queft. — IS it enough for a believer to be 
Jure that he bath once received true grace f 
Or if there any further certainty requifUe ? 
a Pct.x. ^, Wherefore the rather, brethren, give 
diiigeace to make your calling and eleSon 
fure ; for if ye do thefc tWngs ye fiiall 
never fall. 

Q^ May one that hath received true grace, 
have ground to fear } or fuppofe he can fall? 
^^^^1^ A. But I keep under my body, and 
brtng it into fubjeftion, left that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, I 
myfclf ftiould be a caft-away. 

Q^ That greatly contradiheth the HoSrine 

of fuch as fayy Once in grace ^ ever in grace : 

But doth the apojile Paul exprefs this only out 

of an humble ^eem of hirnfelff Or doth he 

judge or fuppfe the tike of other faints F 

Hcb.3. -^- l^ke heed, brethren, Idd there be ia 

xa* 13. -any of you an evil heart of unUelieli^ in 

departing from the living God, But ex*- 

horc one another daily, while it is called 

to-day; left any of you be hardened 

^cb. through the deceitfuln^fs of fau Let us 

*' ''* labour therefore to enter into that reft, left 

any man fall after the fame example of 

unbelief. 
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unbelief For i% is knpaffibic for thofc who "cb 6. 
were once eniiglli^^OijCdf and h^ive tafted of^'^' 
the heavenly gift, afi4 were made partakers 
of the Holy Ghoft, and have tailed the 
good word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come; if they ftiall fall away, to 
renew them again unto repentance ; feeing 
they crucify to thcmfelves the Son of God 
afreih, and put him to an open fhame. . 

Looking diligently, left any rnan fail of *^«^- 
the grace of God, left any root of bitterncfs *^' '^' 
fpringing up, trouble you^ and thereby 
many be defired. 

Q^ Doib be fpeak this only by fuppojition^ 
or dotb be affert it not only foffibUy but certain? 

A. For the time will come, when they a Tim. 
win not endure found doftrine; but after ^ ^* ^' 
their own lufts fhall they heap to themfelves 
teachers, having itching ears. And they 
Iball turn away their ears from the truth,s 
and (hall be turned unto fables. 

Q^ Dotb tbe apqftle even Judge it necejfary 
to guard fuch. an one^ as bis beloved f on 
Timotby^ againfi tbis hazard f 

A. This charge I commit unto thee, fon i Tim. 
Timothy, according to the prophecies which ^9.^ ' 
went befoie on thee, that thou by them 
mighteft war a good warfare, holding faith 
and a good confcience ; which fome having 
put away, concerning faith have made 
ihipwreck. For the love of money is the , Tim. 

F 2 root 6^ 
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root of all evil; which while fome coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, ^d 
pierced themfelves through with many for- 
tTiro. rows. And their word will ?at as doth a 
J j * ^* canker ; of whom is Hymencus and Philctus, 
who concerning the Truth have erred, 
faying, that the refurrefiion is pail already; 
and overthrow the faith of fome. 

(^ Doth the apoflle any where exprefs bis 

fears of this ^ as a thing. that may happen to 

any number of people who otice truly received 

4he faith of Chrift? 

Rom. -^* Well ; becaufe of unbelief they went 

IX. 20. broken off, and thou flandeft by faith* fie 

1 Tim. ^^^ high-minded, but fear. Now the fpirit 

4> I. fpeaketh exprefsly, that in the latter times 

X Thef. fome ihali depart from the faith, &c. For 

3* s* this caufe, when I could no longer forbear, 

I fcnt to know your faith, left by fome 

means the tempter have tempted yon, and 

our labour be in vain. 

C^ What is theqpojile Peter* s mind ? Does 
bejudge^ that fucb as have known the right 
way^ mayforfaie it f 
a?et. % ^* Ciurfcd'thildrcn, which have forfaken 
i4tox8. the right way, and arc gone aftray, follow- 
ing the way of Balaam the fon of Bofov, 
who loved the wages of unrighteoufncfs, 
^ but was rebuked for his iniquity ; the 
dumb afs fpcaking with man's voice, forbad 
the madnefs of the prophet. Thefe are 
' , wells 
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wells without water, clouds that are carried *^"- *' 
with a tempcft, to whom the mift of dark- at.* 
ncfs is referved for ever. For when they 
Ipcak great fwclling \«fords of vanity, they 
allure through the luft of the flelh, through 
much wantonnefs, thofc that were cleaa 
efcaped from them who live in error. For 
if after they have efcaped the pollutions of 
the world, through the knowledge of the 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, they arc 
again entangled therein, and overcome, the 
latter end is worfe with them than the be 
ginning : for it had been better for them^ 
not to have known the way of righteouf- 
ncfs, than after they have known it, to 
turn from the holy commandment delivered 
unto them. But it^is happened untp them, 
accordmg to the true proverb. The dog .ig 
tomcd to his own vomit again, and the fow 
diat was waihed, to her wallowing in th« 
mhre. 

<^ Gives be any cautions to them thatjiani^ 
Mjvfpfi^ they alfo may fall? 

4i Yc thcrrforc,. beloved, feeing yc*^^> 
JkxK>W thcfe things before, beware, loft w ^^* 
r alio bemg kd away with the error oJF the 
wicKcd^ rail from your own ftedfaflnef^. 

C^ May a man be truly a branch in Chrijl^ 
or a fiat member of his IkfdyyCtml qfte'rwank 
be cut off? 

A. u any roan abide not in me, Kc i*Jf*J 
caft forth as a branch, and is withered. '^ 
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C^ May m rifbteous man then depart from 
' bis right ecutfkefs f 
*J^- ^ A. When a righteous man turaeth away 
from his righteoufnefs, and committeth 
ipi^uity^ and dieth in them ; for his ini- 
quity that h!} hath done^ ihali he die. 

(^ May a idiever cotM ta ftich a condition 
in this life^ from which be caimotfdll away f 
^^^* A* Him that overcometh, will I make a 
^* ^ piUar in the temple of my God, and he 
ihall go no more out; and I will write 
Qpoa him the name of my God, and the 
came of the city of my God, which is New 
Jerofalcm, which cometh down out of hea- 
ven from my God, and I will write upon 
kirn my new name. 

Q. Mayjuch an one come to be ajfuredtha 
he is in this condition ? 

A. For I am perfuaded, that neither 
ftoaS. death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali- 
»^»39- ties, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor 
things to come, nbr height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, ihali be able to feparaix 
US from the love of God, which is in C3ari(l 
Jcfus our Lord. 
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CHAP, a. 

Concerning the Church and Miaiftvy. 

* 

A. But if I taity long, that thou roayeft tXim, 
kQOV how thou aughicft to behave tbj^clf ^ *^* 
in the houfe of God, which i$ the chuh:h 
of Ae living God, the piUar and ground of 

truth* 

Q; Wba is the head of the ihmrchf 

A* Who hath, delivered us from thecoi. 
power of darkocfs, aoci hath rrax;ifbtcd us *' '^* 
into the kingdom of hi& dear Son« And he 
is the head of the body, the church5-^firom 
which all the body by joints wd bands, Coi. 
having nouriihment miniuered and knit to- ^* '^* 
gether, increafeth with the increafe of God. 

Q^ What kind ofpcrftms make the qburcb ? 

A^ They that arc fanftified in Chrift'Cor* 
}efu8« '** 

And the Lord added to the church daily ^^ 
fttch as fliouki be faved. *• ^' * 

Q. Hatb not Chrj/i appointed any officers in 
tbechtinh^for tie imrk of^e mm/iry ? 

A* Wherefore he fedtfa,Whcnhealccndfid Jp^- 4* 
up onhigh^ he led captivity captive, ai^js. V 
gave gifts unto men. And he gave feme 
apoftles, and fome prophets, and fomie 
evan^elifta, and ipm^ paftors and teachers } 

/ ' for ^ " 
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for the perfe&ing of tlie faints, for the 
^¥ork of the miniftry, for the edifying of 
the body of Chrift. 

. Q. fVbat kind of men Jhould fuch be as are 
teachers and werfeers of the church be f 
I Tim. A. A biihop then mud be blamelefs, 
^•*^ the hu(band of one wife, vigitant, ibbbr^ 
ef good behaviour, given to hofpitality, 
apt to teach ; not given to wine, tlo ftriker, 
not greedy of filthy lucre ; but patient, not 
a brawler, not covetous; otie that rtileth 
. well his own houfe, having his children in 
fubje£tion with all gravity ; for if a man 
know not how to rule his own houfe, how 
fiiall he take care of the church of God ? 
Nor a novice, left being lifted up with pnde^ 
he fall into the condemnation of the^ devil. 
Moreover, he muft have a good report of 
them which are v/ithout ; left he fall into 
reproach, and the fnare of the devil. 
n^i. For a bifhop muff be blamelefs, as the 
^* ' ^' fteward of God : not felf- willed, not loon 
angry, not given to wine, no ftriker,^ not 
given to filthy lucre ; but a lover of hofpi- 
tality, a lover of good men ; fober, juft, 
holy, temperate ; holding faft the fidthful 
Word as he hath been taught, that he 
may be able, by found do£lrine, both to 
exnort and to convince the gainfayers. 
Q^ What is fncumbent upon fuch to do f 
^^^ A. Take heed therefore to yourfclyes, 
l||^ and 
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and to all the flock, over which the Holy 
Ghoft hath made yc3ja ovcrfccrs, to feed 
the church of God. 

The dders which are among you I ex- 1 Pet. 
hort, who am alfo an elder, and a witncfs |' ^» *' 
of the fufferings of Chrift, and alfo a par- * \ 
taker of the glory that fliall be revealed : 
Feed the flock of God, which is among 
you,' taking the overfight thereof, not by 
eonftraint, but willingly ; not for filthy . 
lucre, but of a ready mind ; neither as 
, being lords over God's heritage, but being 
enfamples to the flock. . 

Q. Though they be not to lord it over the 
Jhck^ yet it there n$t a re/peSi due to them in 
their place f 

A, Let the elders that rule well, be''^»f'» 
counted worthy of double honour^ efpe- 
cially they who labour in the word and 
doArine. ■ . . ^ 

C^ Albeit then^ among true Chri/iiam^ 
every one that helievethj is to have the witnefs 
in bimfelfj being perfuaded in bimjelf by the 
Spirit ; yet is there not alfo a realjubjeMion to 
be to one another in the Lordf 

A* The fpirits of the prophets are fub» i Cor. 
jca to the prophets. '^ ^'* 

Obey them that have the rule over you, Heb, 
and fubmit yourfelvcs ; for they watch for '^* ^'^" 
your lovkty as they that muft givp account, 

that 
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tnat thej may do h with joy, and not witb 
grief i for that is unprofitable for you* 
I Thet And we bcfcech you, brethren, to knovr 
J3"* them which labour among you, and arc 
over you in the Lord, and admoniffi you } 
and to efteem them very highly in love (ot 
their works fake. 
» ^«t' Likewife, ye younger, fubmit yourfelvcj 
^* ^' unto the elder ; yea, all of you be fubjcft 
one to another, and be clothed with hu- 
mility ; for God refifteth the proud, and 
giveth grace unto the humble. 

CX Haw ought true teachers tcf mini/ier m 
the church f 
I Pet. jj. As every man hath received the gift, 
^i'®' even fo minifter the fame one to- another, 
as good llewards of the manifold grace of 
God : if any fpcak, let him fpeak as the 
oracles of God: if any man minifter, let 
him do it as of the ability which God 
giveth ; that God in all things may be 
glorified, through Jefus Chrift. 

Q. / perceive then^ that every true mim-^ 
fier of the church of Chrijiy is to minijier of 
the gift and grace of Gody which he hath'r^ 
ceived : but fome are of the judgment ^ that 
natural ivifdom or parts ^ and human learnings 
are the qualifcaiions which are of cAJolute 
necejftty for a minifler ; but grace they judge 
not t9 be Jo ahfolutely necejfary^ but that one 
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may be a mmfter wit bout it : What faith tht 
fcrifture in ibis cafe ? 

A. A bifhop muft be blamelefs, fobcr,Tit.,. 
juft, holy, temperate. '* *• 

(^ Methinks it is impojfible for a man to 
he blamelefs^ juft^ boljy fober^ and temperate^ 
"Without the grace of God : fo that if tkefe 
qualifications be abfolutely neceffary^ thenfurelyy 
that without which a man cannot be fo quali* 
fiedy mufl be neceffary alfo : but what faith 
the fctipturcj as to the necefjiiy cf natural 
ivifdom, and human learning f 

A. Where is the wife? Where is thexCor. 
fcribe? Where is the difputer of this^^*®* 
''world ? Hatti not God made foolifh the 
wifdora of this world ? For aficr that, ia 
the wifdom of God, the world by wifdom 
ioiew not God, it pleafed God by the 
foolifhnefs of preaching, to fave them that 
believe. 

Q* Jt feems then^ the preachings of the true 
minijlers are not gathered together by wifdom 
4ind learning : it hath been fuppofed that a • * 
man mufl be greatly fkilled in learnings to 
make a good fermon : what is the apofile*s 
judgment in the cafe ? 

A. For Chrift fent me not to baptize, vcr. t? 

tut to preach the gofpel ; not with wifdom 

of words, left the crofs of Chrift fliould 

be made of none effeft. 

And I was with you in weaknefs, and ch. %. 

in 3> 4» 5* 
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in fear, and in mach trembling; and mr 
fpecch, and my preaching, was not irith 
enticing words of man's wifdom, but in 
demonftration of the fpirit, and of power: 
that your faith Ihould not (land in the 
wifdom of men» but in the power of God. 
(^ / per dive the apoftU lays far more 
Jhrefs upon the demonftraiim and pewer tf 
tie jpirit in a preacher^ than upen human 
literature t Ought minifters then t9 preach as 
the Spirit tead>eth them ? 
r. A. Alfo wt fpeakj nqt in the word) 
* which man^s wifdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghoft teacheth. 

And they were aU filled with the Holy 
Ghdl:» and began to fpeak as the Spirk 
gave them utterance. 

Q. Is k Chrifi then that ^eaketh hand 
through his minivers ? 

A. For it is not ye that Ipeak, but the 
^ fpirit of your Father, which ipeaketh in. 

you, 
k For it is not ye that fpeak, but the 
^'- Holy Ghoft. 

For the Holy Ghoft fliall teach yon in 
^*' the fame hour what ye ought to lay. 
r. Since ye feek a proof of Chrift fpeaking 
^' in me, which to you-ward is not weak^ 
but is mighty in you. 

(^ What is the apojile^ mind of that human 
learnings which fonte cry up fo mucb^ and 
think fo fieedful in a minjfter f 

A. Beware 
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A. Beware left any man fpoU youcoi. 
tiirough philofophy and vain deceit, after *• ^' 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments 
of the world, and not after Chrifl'. 

O Timothy! keep that which is com- J Tim. 
mitted to thy truft, avoiding prophane 
and vain babblings, -and oppofitions of 
fcience, iaifly fo called. 

Qj^ Though true miniflers /peak not by the 
natural wifdoni of man ; yet is their tejlimony 
altogether void ofwifdomf 

A. Howbeit, we fpeak wifdom among x cor. 
them that are perfeft 4 yet not the wifdom *' ^' ^* 
* of this world, nor of the princes of this 
world, that come' to nought ; but we fpeak 
the wifdom of God in a myftery, even the • 
hidden wifdom, which God ordained be- 
fore the world unto our glory. 

C^ What is the reqfon that man by his 
natural wifdom is not capable to minijler in 
the things rf God ? 

A. For what man knoweth the things Vcrfc 
of a man, fave the fptrit of man which ^^' '^' 
IS in him ? Even fo the things of God 
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 
But the. natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they arc 
fbolifhnefs unto him ; neither can he know 
them, becaufe they are fpiritually difccmcd. 

Q^ Tbefe fcriptures do fufficienily hold forth 
that the true call to the mintjlry is from God ; 

G - that 
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that that which maketb a true mimfter^ is the gift 
and grace of God; that the true and effeOusl 
preaching of a faithful minijler is fucbj as is 
from the inward teaching and leading of the 
Spirit of God: But what fay the fcriptwret 
touching the maintenance of minifiers f 

!ai.6.6. J. Let him that is taught in the word 
communicate unto him that tcacheth ia all 
good things. 

Cor. If xve have fown unto you fpiritual things,. 

;'^ is it a great thing if wc fliall reap your 
carnal things? If others be partakers of 
this power ovei-' you, arc not we rather ? 
Nevertheiefs we have not ufed this power, 
but fuffcr all things, left we fhould hinder 
the gofpel of Chrift. Do ye not know, 
that they which minifter about holy things, 
live of the things of the temple ? And they 
which wait at the . altar, are partakers with 
the altar : even fo hath the Lord ordained, 
that they which preach the gofpel, ihouki 
live of the gofpel. 

TJm. For the fcripture faith, Thou fhalt not 

*' ' muzzle the ox that treadeth out the com;. 
and, the labourer is worthy of his reward/ 
Q, / perceive by thefe fcripiuresj thai there 
lietb an obligation upon the faints^ to help with 
outward things^ fucb as truly minifter taiio 
them fpiritual ; btU this feems to be voluntary i 
ought not therefore true minifiers to, preachy 
whether they be fure of this or not K What 

faith 
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Jaitb the apoJRe of himfslf in this cafe ; Mnd 
%;bat advifetb he others / 

Ak But I have ufed none of tbefe things, i cor. 
neither have I written thefe things, that it f;\^\ 
ftiould be fo done umo me, for it were 
better for me |o die, than that any man 
fbould make my glorying void. For though 
I preach the gofpel, 1 have nothing to glory 
of; lor neceffiiy b laid upon me, yea, woe 
is unto me if I preach not the gofpel : for if 
I do this thing wiilmgljr, I have a reward ; 
but if againfl: my will, a difpenfatton of the 
gofpel is comtnitted unto me. What is my 
reward then ? Verily, that when I preach 
the gofpel, I make the gofpel: ti Chrift 
ij^rithout charge, that I abufe not my power 
in the gofpel. 

I hav^ coveted no man's filver iwr gold, a^» 
or apparel. Yea«, ye yourfelvcs know,. 3^ 3/,' 
that thefe hands have miniftered unto my 
ncceffities, and to them that were with mc# 
I have ftiewed you, all things, how that fo 
labouring, ye ought to fupport the weak, 
and to remember the words of the Lord 
Jefus, how he faid. It is more bleffed to 
give than to receive. 

Q^ It is obfervable^ that the apoflle every 

nuhsre makes fpecial mention among the quali'- 

fications of teachers^ that they be not given to 

filthy lucre. What ought we then to think of 

thofe teachersy who will not preach without 

G 2 hire? 
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. hire f' TeCy that will by violence take from 
ihofe who receive no fpirituals from them f 

- Are they like to he the mnijiers of Cbrifi f Or 
zi'hat elfe faith thefcripture offuch ? 

56.' n ^* ^^*» ^^ ^^^ gJ'^cdy dogs, tvhich 
can never have enough; and they are 
fhepherds that cannot underftand ; they all 
look to their own way, every one for his 
gain from his quarter. 

E2ck. Son of man, prophefy againft the fccp^ 

3*8*' herds of Ifrael, prophefy and fay unto 
them. Thus ' faith the Lord God unto the 
Ihepherds, Woe be to the fhepherds of 
^ Ifrael, that do feed themfelves. Should not 
the fhepherds feed the flocks ? Ye eat the 
fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye 
kill them that are fed ; but ye feed not 
the flock. As I live, faith the Lord God, 
furely, becaufe my flock became a prey, 
and my flock became meat to every beaft 
of the field ; becaufe there was no fliepherdi 
neither did my fhepherds fearch for my 
flock; but the fhepherds fed themfelves, 
and fed not my flock. 

Micah^ Thus faith the Lord, concerning the 
prophets that make my people err, that 
bite with their teeth, and cry. Peace j and 
he that putteth not into their mouths, they 
even prepare war againft him. The heads 
thereof judge for reward, and the priefts 
thereof teach for hire, and the prophets 

thereof 
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thereof divine for money; yet will tHey 
lean upon the Lord^ and fay, Is not 'the 
Lord amongft us ? None evil can come upcHi 
us^ - 

<^ Thefe are plain teftimonies from the pro- 
phets ? are there none fuch from the apqfiles ? 

A. Perverfe difputings of men or cornipt i Tim. 
minds, and deftitute of the truth, fuppofing f; xo. 
that gain is godlinefs : from fach withdraw 
thyfelf. But godlinefs with contentment is 
gjicat gain: for we brought iiothing into 
diis world, and it is certain we can carry 
nothing out; and having food and raiment, 
let us be therewith <?ontent. But they that 
will be rich, fall into temptation and a fnare, 
^d into many ^cx)]iOi ^nd hurtful lufts, 
which drown men in xldlruftion and per- 
dition. For the love of money is the root 
vof all evil; *which, white fome coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced thcmfdves through with many for- 
rows» 

F<Mr rc^n (hall be lovers of their own-^aTim. 
felves covetous, boafters, proud, blaf- ^' ** 
pbemers, difbbedient to parents, unthankr ^ 
fill,' unholy. 

For there are many unrply and vainTit.i. 
talkers and deceivers, fpcciaUy they of the 
clrcumcifioo, whofe mourhs muft be ftoppcd, 
who fubvcrt whole houfes, teaching things 
which thsey ought not, £or fikhy lucre^a . 
fake. G 3 
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i,^?3* ^^^ xhcrc were falfc prophets alfo among 
X4>*i5' the people, even as there (hall be falfe 
teachers among you, who privily fliall 
bring in damnable herefies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
themfelves fwift deftradion. And many 
fhall follow their pernicious ways, by reafon 
of whom, the way of truth Ihall be evil 
fpoken of. And through covetoufnefs fhatl 
they witlv feigned words make merchandize 
erf you: whofe judgment now of a long 
time lingereth not, and their damnation 
flumbereth not : having eyes full of adul- 
tery, and that cannot ceafe from finj 
beguiling unftable fouls ; an heart they 
have cxercifed with covetous praftices ; 
curfed children, who have forfaken the 
right way, and are gone aftray, following 
the way of Balaam the fon of Bofor, who 
^ loved the wages of unrighteoufnefs* 
judc ^ Woe unto them, for -they have gone in 
the way of Cain, and run greedily, after 
the errors of Balaam for reward, and pe- 
riihcd in the garnfaying of Core. Thefc 
are murmurers, complainers, walking after 
their own lufts, and their mouth fpeaketh 
great fwelling words, having mens perfons 
in admiration, becaufe of advantage. 

<^ Ought there to be any order in the 
church of God? 

j^co^r. ji^ Let aU things be done decently and 
in grdcr. 
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Q^ What good order is prefcribed in the 
church concerning preachers ? Is it Jit that 
only one or two /peak? or may more y if 
moved thereunto ? 

A. If any thing be revealed to another iCon^ 
that fittcth by, let the firft hold his peace : ^^'"'^^ 
. for ye may all prophefy one by one, that 
all may learn, and all may be comforted 5 
And the fpirits of the prophets^ are fubjeft 
to the prophets : for God is not the author 
of confuiion, but of peace, as in all the 
churches of the faints. 

• Q. /r there ^ any promife that daughters ^ 
as well as fonsy Jhall prophefy under the 
gofpel? 

A. And it'lhall come to pafs afterwards, jod 
that I witl pour out of my Spirit upon all *• *^* 
flefh, and your fons and your daughters 
(ball prophefy ; your old men ' fhall dream . 
dreams, your young men Ihall fee vifions. 

• <X. Is that promife fulfilled and to be ful- 
filled? " 

A. But this is that which was fpoken by Aas%, 
the prophet Joel: And it ihall come to^^*^^* 
pafs in the laft days, faith God, I will pour 
out my fpirit upon all flelh, and your fo»s 
and your daughters fhall prophefy ; and 
your young men ihall fee vifions, and your 
old men ihall dream dreams. , , . 

Q^ Is there any fuch inftance of old in the 
fcriftures? j 
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xAs A. And the fame man had four daughters, 

fti. 9.. virgins, which did prophefy. 

Q. But may all women fpeak^ er are an) 
commanded to keepfilence in the church f 

I Cor. A. Let your women keep filoice in the 

14. 34. church ; for it is not permitted unto than, 
to fpealf, but they are commanded^ to be 
under obedience ; as alfb (aich the law, and 
if they ^11 learn any thing, let them aik 
their hufbands at home ; fen* it is a fhame 
for women to fpeak in the church* . 

X Tim. Let the women learn in filence with.aU 

*'*'•"• fubjcaion. But I fufFcr not a woman to 
teach, or ufurp authority over the man, 
but to be in iilence. 

(^ Tbejirft ofthcfefeems only to relate to 
women thai have hmbands : what comes of 
them that have none ? Jhe fecond fpeaks iw- 
tking of the churchy but only thai Jbe of^bt 
not to ufurp antf?ority over the man : Hath 
this no iimitation ? Doth not the fame akfik 
give dire^ions, how women that fpeak Jmuli 
' behave themfelves in the church t 

»C6r. ^. Every man praying or prophefying, 
*^^' having his head covered, diihonoureth tus 
head. But every woman that prayedi or 
prophefieth with her head uncovered, dif- 
itonoureth her head ; £or that is even ai} 
one as if ihe wOre fttaven* 
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C HA P. X. 

Concerning Worftip. 

QutOi.—WHyit is the worjhip that is 
acceptable to God? 

A. But the hour coilieth/ and now is, J°^4. 
when the true worfliippers Ihall worfliip *^' *^ 
the Father in fpirit and in truth ; for the 
Father fecketh fuch to worlhip him. God 
is a fpirit, and they that worfhip him^ 
muft worfhip him in fpirit and in truth. • 

Qj^ Seeing prayer is a part of worjbipy, 
when ought we to pray ? 

A: And he fpake a parable unto them 
to this end, that men ought always tojj^^ 
pray, and not to faint. i Thcf. 

Pray without ceafing. ^ s^'^i^ 

C^ Hath God no refpeil to the manner of 
calling upon him ? 

A. For there is no difference between ^o"- 
the Jew and the Greek ; for the fame Lord 
over all, is rich unto all that call upon him. 

Q^ Doth God hear the prayers of all that 
call upon him ? 

,A. The Lord is nigh unto all them that Pfaim 
call upon him, to all that call upon him ^^^'^ ' 
in truth. * ' " 

The Lord is far from the wicked j but \^^\ 
_ he heareth the prayer of the righteoiis. 

Now 
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John Now we know that God heareth not 
9' 3< fmners ; but if any man be a worfliipper of 

God, and doth his wrU*, him he heareth. 
I John And this is the confidence that we have 
^* '^ ' in him, that if we aflc any thing according 
to his will^ he heareth us. , 

Q^ Jfter what manner dcib the aptfik tim 
. declare be wiU tciti pray f 
iCton ^. What is It then? I will pray with 
'^ ^^' Ac fpirit, and I will pray with the under** 
(landing alfo: I will fing with the fpirir, 
and I will fmg with the pi^dtrftanding alfo. 
' Q^ Muji we tbenprfij akoays in fhefpirit I 
|p^- An Praying always, with all pcayeF^ and 
* ' ' fupplication in the fpirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perfeverance, and {up« 
plication for all (aints* 

(^ Since we are commanded to ^ray always 

in i/j can we do ii of ourfehues^ wUhout the 

help thereof? 

Rom. 8. A. Likewife the Spirit alfo helpeth. oat 

*^' ^' .infirmities ; for we know not what we 

' fhould pray for as we oqght y but the Spirit 

itfclf maketh interceffion for us with groaui- 

ings which cannot be uttered. And he that 

fcarcheth the hearts, knoweth what is the 

mind of the Spirit, becaufe he naalceth in- 

terceiHon for the faints according to the 

will of God. 

C^. / perceive t that without the headings 
and help of the Spirit^ prayers are altogether 

Unprofitable z 
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unpr$Jiiabit : may not a vuat tmif tdter ihofe 
things that arej^itucd^ without the Spirtfs 
a/J^ance ? 

^ A. Wherefore I give you to underibod, \^^^^ 
that no man fpeaking \xj the Spirit of ^od^ 
calleth Jefus accurfed; and that no aoaa 
can fay» that Jefus is \kt Lord, but by the 
HoIyGhoft. 

(^ This is Jhrangt ; it feems the Spirit is 
much more necegarf than, many called Chrif^ 
tians fiippofe it to be ; fome of which caU' 
fcarce give a good accomt whether they have 
it^ or want it : but ^a man /peak things true 
upon the matter^ are they not true as from ' 
him, iffpoken without ihefpirit f 

A. And though they fily. The Lord liv- Jer.s.». 
cth, furely they fwear falfly, 

Q^ // is apparent from all thefe fcriptures^ 
that the. true worfhip of God is in fpirit ; 
and as it is not limited to a certain place, 
neither to any certain time^ whatjball we think 
of them that plead for the obfervatien of certain 
days? 

A. But now, after that ye have known ^*^^- 
God, or rather,, are known of God, how ^'^^' 
turn ye again to the weak and beggarly 
elements, whereunto ye defire again to b« 
. in bondage ? Ye obferve days and months, 
and times and years. I am afraid of you^ 
left I have bcftowed upou you labour in 
vain. . 

List 



( 7» ) 

Col. a. Let no man therefore judge you in meat 

*^ J^7. or drink, or in rcfpeft of an holy day, or 

of the new moon, or of the fabbath-day, 

which are a fhadowlof things to come: 

but the body Fs of ChriiL 

<^ Seeing it is/o^ may notfome Cbrpiam 

as lawfully ejleem all days alike ^ as ethers maj 

ejleem fotne days above another ; what rule 

" giveth the apofik m ibis cafe f 

Konu A. One man efteemeth one day above 

'*'^* 'another ; another efteemeth every day 

alike : let every man be fully perfuaded 

in his own mind. He that regardeth «the 

day, regardeth it unto the Lord^ and he 

that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he 

doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth 

to the Lord ; for he giveth God thanks ; 

and he chat eateth not, to the Lord be 

eateth not, and giveth God thanks. 

(^ But is it not convenient and necejfary^ 

that there- he a day Jet apart to meet and 

worjbip God in f Did not the apofiles and 

primitive Chrijlians ufe to meet upon thefirfi 

day of the week^ to make their colieSHons^ and 

to worjhip ? 

le^T% ^* Now concerning the colleftion for 

' 'the faints, as I hav^ given order jo the 

churches of Galatia, even fo do ye. Upon 

the firft day of the week, let every one 

of you lay by him in {lore, as God hath 

- profpered him, that there be no gatherings 

when I come.' 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Coacerniag Baptifm, and Bread and 

'Wine. 

<Quell.— rHOfF many baptt/ms are there ? *i*^ 

J. One Lord, one faith, one baptifm. -**'** 

(^ What is this baptifm ? ' 

A, The like figure, whercunto even*P«*- 
baptifm dcth now favc us, (not the putting 
away of the fikh of the flefli, but the anfwcr 
of a good confcience towards God) by the 
rcfurreftion of Jefus Chrift, who is gone 
into heaven, and is on the right hand of 
God \ angels and authorities, and powders, 
being made fubje^l unto him. 

q. What faith John the Baptift of Chrljfs 
baptifm ? How diJHnguiJheth he it from his ? 

A. I indeed baptize you with water unto Mat. 
repentance ; but he that cometh after me, ^' ''' 
is mightier thin I, whofe (hoes I am not • 
worthy to bear, he (hall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghofl, and with fire. 
^ X^ Doth not Chriflfo dijlinguifh it alfo? 

A, And being affembled together with^*^®^- 
them, commanded them that they fhould^'^ 
not depart from Jerufalem, but wait for the 
proraife of the Father, which, faith he, ye 
have heard of me. For John truly bap- 
tized with water, but ye Ihall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghoft, not many days hence. 

H q^Dotb 
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C^ Doth nof the apdjtle Peter alfo obferv$ 
this,? -. 
Aas II. A. Atfd as I began tW fpclia^, the Holy 
i5tx6. qijq(^ fgii Qj^ thcitl, its' on us at the begin- 
ning. Then remcnibcrc4 I the word of 
the LoTd, h6W that he faid, John hudeiid 
baptized Whh Water ; but jt matt Re feap- 
tized with the Holy Ghoft. 

Q^ Then it feems Jdin^s bapttfh mtfjtpajs 
etwa;j/^ that Chrifl*s tiiay take place ; bi^tt^ 
John muft decteaji^ that ChHfiftu^ intrufi. 
John ^. He ifluft iticreafe, but 1 ttirff rfcscreafc 
^*^°' (JL I perceive then many ttiay beJptiniJed 
ivithy and dipped and baptised in^ ix^ateY^ and 
yet not truly bapiiiid ivltb the buptifm of 
Chrtfi : Whaf are th'i real effe&s in ftub 
as are truly bapti^d wltk the buptifm rf 
Chrlft? 
Rom. A. KiioW ye liof, that fo ffiany of us as 
6. 3,4. ^ere baptized iiito Jefds Chfift, wefe bap. 
tized into his death? Therefore vtt arc 
jburied with him by baptiftn irttb d^tjSl, 
that like as Chrift was raifed up frbttt the 
dead by the glbry of the Father, cv*tt fo 
ive alfo fliduld walk in netVnefs of Ilfd. 
Gal. For as maiiy of you jts have been t«p- 
* *^- tized into Ch^ft, have put on Chrift. 
CoL Buried with him irt baptifra, Whertfiti 

*•"• alfo ye are riifcn with him, through the 
faith of the operation of God, who hath 
raifed him from fhe dead. 
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Q^ I petH;fwe there ifj^is a iaptlfm rf ivif^er^ 
fjubich wfii ^i>bn*3 Jbflpiifm^ anfl is ther^fort 
by John bimfelf cmira'dijlingtiijh.ed from , 
Chrift*s : Was there not likewife fimething 
ioftbe like nature appointed by Chriji to bis dij- 
ciples^ of eating breads an4 drinking njuine^ if' 
remembrance of him ?. 

' jf. For I have received oiF the J^ord, ' c-or, 
that which alfo. I delivered unto you, that 24, a^', 
.the Lord Jefus, the fame night in, which 
he was betrayed, took breg^d ; aijd when 
lie had .given thanks, he brake it, andfaid. 
Take, eat; this is my body which jsbrok-ep 
for you; this do in remerabrgnge of iT\e^ 
jAfter the fame. manner ,a]fo he took the 
cup, when he had fupped, faying. This 
wp }s the Nqw Te/bracnt in roy blood y 
this do ye, as oft as ye ^rink it, in remejA^ 
])rance of me, 

(^ ifoie; long was tb'n to continue ? 

j^.'.For^ often as ye eat this breads iCfer. 
and drink this cup, ye do fhew the Lord's ^'' *^' 
death till he come. 

C^ Did Chrift promfe to come again to. bis 
4lf^ipl£s\f 

A. J will not leave you comfortlefs ; i J*» 
^li?ill come to you. Jefus anfwercd and fayi ll\ ' ' 
unto him. If a man love me, he will keep 
^niy words', a^d my Father will iQve him, 
itisi^d we will cQoi^e m^to him) ^ make our 
.jM?Q4e withjjiaf. 

n t C^ Was 
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Q. Was this an inward coming? 
joSn a! At that day yc fliall know that I am 
'^' *®' in my Father, and ye in ihc, and I in you. 
Q^ But it would Jeem, this was evenprac- 
tifed by the church, of Corinth after Chriji 
was come inwardly : Was it foy that there 
were certain appointments pofitivelj commanded^ 
yea^ and zealoti/Iy andconfcientioufly praffifed 
by the faints ofold^ which were not of perpe- 
tual continuance y nor yet now needful to be 
praSlifed in the church ? 
John 13, ^. If then your Lord and Maftcr have 
^^'^^' wafhed your feet, ye alfo ought to waflx 
one another's, feet » For I have given you 
an example, that ye fiiould do as I have 
dorte to you^. • . • » 

Aa« 15. For it fcemed good to the Holy Ghoft 
* ' *^' and to us, to lay upon you no greater 
burthen than thefc neceflary things ; that 
ye abftain from meats offered to idols, and 
from blood, and from things ftrangled, 
and from fornication ; from which, if yc 
keep yourfclves, ye Ihall do well : fare ye 
well. 
jamc« Is any man fick among you? Let him 
^'^^ call for the elders of the church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with 
oil in the name of the Lord. 

(^ 7hefe commands are no lefs pojitive 
than the other ; yea^ fome of them are afferted 
as the veryfenfe of the Holy Ghojy a^ m hfs 

neceffary 



ine$effarytbm altfhining^fr/imfQrm^^tion^^nfi 
,yet the gmP^ality .^of iPr^t^/imU ^Jbave I^ld 
rtbem qfide, as mt rf^p§if€tu^l c^^ttnuam^^ 
iButMbat pthfr fir^tufus :4treiik^^}toJb£p^ 
: that iA is, n$t. nmjfaryitth^t.pfi bri0fijtnd,m»e . 
JOQominue? 

:.aiid drink; bvtrighuso^fcQrsj.and .pwtc, ^'^: 
»aad joy. in thoIMy.'GJtio/l:. 

i:€)r :in ilruik, or in refppft of a hcjy ?d^y v pr ?o '»»•' 
«€>EtUe,BeWiXRftaifi,..9r of iLherJi^ibath 4^ys. 
«<Wber€foi:eif ,ye bQ4e2^ci.jWth i Chrift/r^jn 
-ibe radiineBXs i of ,«be vwoirld ; wl»y> ^as 
> thaqgh^'Jiving.ia . riai}yc^W,..5u-e /yeji^JAjft 
I to / ordinances^ i (Toufji » n^t, tufte jipt^ 
4][iiuidlevno(: ^^ |i}l iayei,tOe^i;iih>!(ir«:h 
libe u.iiiii)g) .after ttie^^convoa^^^ots :jigd 

atUkmucb:f(nr ti^..4^olilft;iiiigpf,ibisy.^^ fd.Jvy 

^fomer ti buU^v^stJs. ibe^tbridd u^i iP4f0t^e^ 
^Miti) ^e Mnis, areiio H murjfi^d ^ ' 

.A. Then 7jefviS(_&id unt6;^bem, tViarily, John t 
vVfltily,; ifey #nu> you, JMofc^ gave* you upt ^**'* ^ 
^ihai; $read<ifcoDi ^ay«n ;ibyt^I^y^F9ftbpr 
• giveth . yQu»itbe idrueLbre^d i/romuJtieaycn. 
iFor tbo bresd.oft C4d ia bci urbUh caoictb; 
«jdo.wn j&om Jiea;y£n, and .giyeth.Iife«;Unto 
i ibe world. ' iTbien < laid i tbey i jimo Snin^ 

H 3 .It^otd, 
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IxjrAy evMrmore give us this bread. Aik 
Jefus faid unto them, I am the bread oi 
life; he that comeih to me ihall never 
hunger ; and he that believeth on me ihall 
johft never thirft. I am that bread of life. Tour 
4»wj8. fj^^lj^j^ did eat manna in the wildemeG, 

and are dead. This is the bread which 
cometh down from heaven, that a man 
may eat thereof, and not die. I am the 
living bread, which came down from hea-' 
ven ; if any man eat of this bread, he (ball 
live for ever ; and the bread that I will 
give, is my flefli, which I will give for 
the life of the world. The Jews there- 
fore (bove among themfelves, faying. How 
can this man give us his flefh to eat? 
Then Jefus faid unto them. Verily, verily, 
I fay unto you. Except ye eat the flefh of 
the Son of"^ man, and drink hi$ blood, ye 
have.no life in you. Whofo eateth my 
flefli, and drinketh my blood, hath etemsd 
life, and I will raife him up at the laft day. 
For my flefli is meat indeed, and my blood 
is drink indeed : he that eateth my flefli, 
and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in. me, 
and I in him. As the living Father hath 
fent me, and I live by the Father, fo he 
that eateth me, even he fliall live by me. 
This is that bread which came down from 
heaven : not as your fathers did eat manoa^ 
and are dead : he that eateth of this bread 
ihall live for 'everr 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Concerning the Life of a Chriftian^ in 
general, what and how it ought to be in 
this world. 

% 

* s 

Queft. — WHAT is true religion ^ 

A. Pure religion and undefiled is this, to J«nc» 
vifit the fatherlefs and the widows in their ^' *^' 
affliction, and to keep himfelf unfpotted 
from the world. 

C^ What is required of man? 

A. He hs^th fhewed thee, O man, what Micab 
is good } and what doth the Lord require ^- *• 
of thee, but to do juftly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God ? 

But to this man will I look, even to him ifaiab 
that is poor, and of a contrite fpirit, and ^* *• 
trcmbleth at my word. 

(^ Hoth God then 'require people to be 
^akers^ to tremble at his word? Was there 
any fuch among the faints of old ? 

A. Then were affembled untd me every Ezra . 
one that trembled at the words of the God ^* ^' 
oflfrael. 

Now therefore let us make a covenant Exra 
with pur God, to put away all the wives, '®* ^* 
and fuch as are bom of them, according to 
the coun](el of my Lord, and of thofe that • 
tremble at the commandment of our God. 

(^ It feenis Ezra loved ivell^ and had a ' , 

high 
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high ejleem of ^mkersy fiMe he would have 
ibeir counfel followed : Do awj other of tU 
'fropbets foint out^^tmkersy^or Trtmblets^M 

• GiSs feoplef^f 
ifaiah A. Hear the Word of the Loid, je that 
^^' ^' tremble at his word : your brethren that 

hated you, that eafl: 70a ouffor- m^xiaflK^ 
''iake, (aid, ^Le^ the 'Laid : be glorified ; .but 
^be fliall appear to your joy , and they ibs^ 
^be alhamcd. 

Q^ The prophets promifed^goadtUngiibeit 
t$ Quakers : iWhat beJimeth of<tbofe Jbat 
^Ip^&mhle-iwt^ nnfi^re^HBtffiuJx? 

Jer- 5. ii. '' Hear now • this, O foolifli peqple ! 

*'***' afld without unideritanding, .flthjoh .ha¥C 
•^es, and fee not , which' have /cars, . and 
^hear-not : fear ye not me,. faith tfac.Lord} 
«iH41I ye- act* tremble at my pi'dence ? '&c. 

(^ Are then all God*5 children- ^uahar^f 
find are^we commeindedto fuakeiM^'xtnmble^ 
*in order to^mrfahatknybM) under tbajmf 
and now under the gofpel ? 

vtsim 'A. Serve ^he' Lo^ wiibiear,.aild rl^oice 

a. II. -^ith- trembling. 

Daniel I make a decree, that in every damini^a 

^••^* '^f iny kingdom, men fear add crtmbrc 
^before the God of Dftoiel j for -he isi the 

* Kvittg' Grod, and ftedfaft for even 
Phil. Work out' youp own falvatioa^AVfth &ar 

wd ireihbling. 
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C>^ What are the chief commandments ? 

A. Thou (halt love the Lord thy God^**'^; 
-; with all thy heart, and with all thy foul^toV 

and with all thy mind. This is the firft 
- and great commandment, and the fecond 
is like unto it : thou ftialt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyfelf. On thefe two command- 
ments hang all the law and the prophets. 

(^ What:ought a Chri/lian iofeek Cffter in *' 
ihejirji piace ? 

J. Seek ye firft the kingdom of God ^*5- 
and his rightcoufnefs, and all thefe things * ^^* 
fhall be added unto you, 

(^ How ought Chrijiians to behave them^ 
felves in this world ? 

A* But this I fay, brethren, the time is i Cor. 
ftiort: It rcmaincth, that both they that3o*3i. 
have wives, be as though they had none ; 
and they that weep, as though they wept 
not; and they that rejoice, as .though they 
rejoiced not ; and they that buy, as though 
they poffeffed not ; and they that ufe this 
world, as not abufmg it; for the fafhion of 
this world paffeth away. . 

(^ What faith ike apoflle Paul further^ 
as that which is Jit for Chri/lian men and 
women io be found in? , 

A. I will therefore that men pray every i Tim. 
where, lifting up hdy hands without wrath J;f»^« 
.and 4oubting. In like manner alfo, that 

wo'mea 
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womcji adorn 4bcmielvcs in modeft appaiel, 
with {hamc-£acediiers and fpbriety^ ^ot 
with hroidered hair, or gold, car rpe«irJS| tOr 
coftly sgrray ; but (which becometh woniea 
profefKog godliDeis) with good worlds. 

Q^ / obferve the apoftk is vmch sjgain/i 
the vanity md f^perfluity of chthes ummi 
ChrijiiaS'i what faith Peter to this ? 

^^\ A* Whofe adorning, let it not be that 
outward adorning of plaipng the hair, or 
wearing of gold, or pf putting on of ap- 
parel : but let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is not corruptible ; even 
the ornament of a meek and quiet fptric, 
which is in the fight of God of great price. 
(^ The apdfile is very -plain ihetje : Mt 
uthat faith the Jcriptur^s^ 0s torefpe^ iff^* 
fons among Cbriftians ? 

mes ^. .My brethren, have not the fa^hpf 
our Lord Je&s Chrift, the Lord of gl.Qpy, 
.with reipcft of pqrfons. iFor if there com 
nxxio your ^ifembly ^ man with a gold ring, 
in goodly i^pparQl ; .and there qowe jn j^llb 
a poor man in vile raiment ; and ye bavp 
reipeftto him that weareth the gay elo?hiog^ 
iand &y unto him. Sit thou here in ja.go^ 
place ; and fay to the .poor, 3tand ,|hQ)i 
tb^r«, or fit here und^r jnyfoPtftool : arc 
y-e not then p^^rtial in yourfel\ites, and: 1^ 
l>ccome jjudgcs .pf evil thoughts ? :JH«ai!fecii 

mjr 
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iiTjr b«fovedf bfethreti, fcatfr flot God chty- 
Tctt tSe poor o^ t&h vrtafdy ridfit in fiii*, 
sind hdrsr of i£ie Itfttgdom, vrhkh lie fiath 
prottrtfed to tfeditf tliit foifc hhnr ? Bm jt 
have defpifed the poor. 0d not rrch men 
opprdS yoftt, and^ dtstw you bcftirr the 
jndgrtrein-fcats ? £Jb they irot W^fpheme 
tfcct woflhy fl«we by the whiclt jre are 
ealied ? H ye fciffil tne foyal lainr, iccord- 
fag to the icripttrte. Thou fbzh love thy 
WfighhtoUt d? thyfelf, ye do well : but if ye 
have rdpc& to perfoiij, ye commit mr, 
sind are ecravinced of the law as tranf- 
greflbrs. 

C]K Though that be indeed fufflcient to r^- 
prove the different ranks among Chrifiians^ 
upfn tie account of riches or birth : yet is 
there riot a relative refpeA among €brifliansj 
as betwixt mafier cnidfervant: tvhat admo* 
nition gives the apojlle in this cafe f 

A. Servants, be obedient to them that Eph. 6. 
are yonr mafters, accofdmg to the flcflr, "^^ '*^ ^* 
with fear and trembfing, in finglenefs of 
youi* heart, as nmoChrift: not with eye- 
lervice, as men-pleafers, but as the fervants 
of Chrfft, doing the will of God from the 
heart ; with good-will doing /ervice, as to 
the Lord, and not to men : knowing that 
whatfoever good thing any man doeth, the - 
fame ftiall he receive" of the Lord, whe- 
ther 
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thcr he be bond or free. And ye mailers, 
do the fame things unto them, forbearag 
threatening, knowing that your mailer alfo 
is in heaven ; neither is there refpefi of 
perfons with him. 
Col. 3. Servants^ obey in all things your mafters, 
**'***'^' according to theflclh, not with eye-fervicc, 
as men-pleafers, but in finglenefs of heart, 
fearing God : and whatfoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men ; knowing that of the Lord ye (hall 
receive the re\Vard of the inheritance ; for 
ye ferve the f.ord Chrift. But he that 
doeth wrong, fhall receive for the wrong 
which he hath done; and there is no 
refpefl of perfons. 
C0I.4.1. Matters, give unto your fervants that 
which is ju(i and equal, knowing that ye 
alfo have a mailer in heaven. 
I Tim. Let as many fervants as are under the 
' • yoke, count their own mailers worthy of 
all honour ; that the name of God, and 
his doflrine, be not blafphemed. And they 
that have believing mailers, let them not 
dcfpife them, becaufe they are brethren ; 
but rather do them fcrvice, becaufe they 
are faithful and beloved partakers of the 
benefit. Thefe things teach and exhort. 

Exhort fervants to be obedient unto their 
own mailers, and to pleafc them well in 

all 
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all things ; not anfwcring again, not pur* 
loining, but fhcwifig all good fidelity ; that 
they may adorn the doctrine of God in all 
things. 

Servants, be fubjcft -to your matters with ^F^*^ 
all fear, not only to the good and gentle, 
but alfo to the Aroward : for this is thank- 
worthy, if a man for confcience toward 
God endure grief, fufiering wrongfully* 
For what glory is it, if when ye be bufieted 
for your faults, ye ihall take it patiently ? 
But if when ye do well, and fu&r for it, 
ye take it patiently } this is acceptable with 
God. For even hereunto were ye called, 
becaufe Chrifl alfo fuffcpcd for us, leaving 
us an example, that ye ihould follow his 
fteps. 

C^. What good admonitions give tie /crip' 
ture^ as to the relation betwixt parents and 
children?- 

A^ Children, obey your parents in the Eph. 6. 
Lord, for this is right. Honour thy father ^ ^^ ^* 
and mother (which is the firft com- 
mandment with promife) that it may be 
wcIT with thee, and thou mayft live long 
on the earth. And ye fathers, provoke 
not your children to wrath; but bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of ' 
the Lord. 

Children^ obey your parents in all things ; coi. 3. 

I for*^**'*: 
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.through God, to the pulling down of 
llrong holds, cafling down imaginarions, 
and every high thing, that exaltcth itfelf 
againft the knowledge of God, and bring- 
ing into captivity every thought to the obe- 
dience of Chrift. 

(^ Ought Jirife and envy to be among 
Chri/iians ? 
^^ A. Who is a wife man, and endued with 
1*8. knowledge among you? Let him fhew 
out of a good converfation, his works with 
meeknefs of wifdom. But if ye have bitter 
envying and ftrife in your hearts, glory not, 
and lie not againil the truth* This wifdom 
defcendcth not from above, but is earthly, 
fenfual, devilifli. For where ^nyying and 
ftrife is, there is confufion and every evil 
work. But the wifdom that is from above, 
is firft pure, then peaceable, g^tle, and 
cafy to be entreated, full of mercy and gtood 
fruits, without partiality and without hypo- 
crify. And the fruit of righteoufnefs is 
ibwn in peace, of them that make peace. 

Q^ Ought wars to be among Chrifiians? 
From whence proceed they ? 

A. From whence come wars and fight- 
ings among you? Come they not hence, 
even from your liifts, that war in your 
members? Ye luft, and have' not ; ye kill, 
and defire to have, and cannot obtain ; ye 

fight 
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fight and vat, yet yc hive not, beCJitifc ye 
aflc not. 

<^ What faith CbriJI e^eH cf^efeHfivewdr f Mitt. 

A. Btft I fay nftto you^ that yc rdift.rioi^- 39- 
CVff J but t^hofoetrer fhall fmittf <hee on <hy 
f^ght cheek, turti to hitothe othet alfo. 

B«i I fay unto you tvhich hear, Lovci't{ke6. 
ydtit enemies; do good to thetti which *^***** 
kA4c you : blefs them that curfe yon, and . 
pray for them which deftitefuHy ufc yoUw 
A«Pd unffo him that frnttetn thee oii the one 
6beek, offet* alfo the other; and hitta thai 
ta&eth away thy cloak, forbid not to tike 
thy coit alfo* 

(^ What fay the apeftki ? 

Ak' Btecompehfe to no man evil for evil. Rom- 

Not ^nderiAg evil iot evil, or failing jpet. 
for railing; but contrariwife, bleffihg ;^ 3- 9- 
kfiowkig that ye are thereunto called, that 
yt ihould inherit a bleffi^.^ 

See that none fender evil fof evil unto i Thef. 
«y ftlari; but ever follow that' -^hich is^'^^' 
good, both among yourfelves, and to att 
daeii. 

Q. // was lawful of old to fkvieat ; tmd 
M oath for <onfirmatvoif was to tBeM an end 
of all fir if e : Is if Hot lawful for ChrifiiaM 
alfo tofwear ? 

Am Again^ ye have heard that it hithM«t.5. 
been faidby them of old time, Thou fliatf ^3 to 2: 
hot forfwear tfeyfclf, but fttalt perform ui^td 

13 * th<J 
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lovtth not his brother irixooi he hath feeo^ 
ho\r can he love God whom he hath flot 
feen ? And this commandment have ire 
from him. That he who loveth CStfd, loM 
his brother alfo. 

C^ Is hUfmRty very neiiijul to Cbrifiiimit 
What like nmfi we be Wt wetanemeribt 
kingdom ? 

,8*3^4. A. And Jcfus faid, Verily, verily, I lay 
unto you, except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye (hall noi catc^r 
into the kingdom of heaven. Whofoev^r 
therefore fhall humble himfelf as this little^ 
child, the fame is greateft in the kingdoift 
of heaven. 

CX Ought Chriftians to lert} wet one ano- 
tier^ What rule giveth Chri/l in this cafe ? 

w«*- A. But Jefus called them unto him, and 

S'asf f^'^j Ye know that the princes of ^c 
Gentiles excrcife dominion x)ver them: 
and they that are great, exercife authority 
upon them. But it (hall not be fo among 
you ; but whofoever will be great among 
you, let him be your minifter ; and who- 
foever will be chief among- you, let him 
be your fervant : even as the Son of Man 
came iiot to be miniftered unto, but to 
minifter, and to give his life a ramfom for. 
many. 

(^ H(nv then are Chrijllans in this world? 

J«»t.^ A. BchoM, I fwd you forth as flicep vat 

the 
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the midff of wolves ; be ye therefore wife 
as ferpents, and harmlefs as doves. 

Go your ways ; behold, I fend you forth Like 
SLS Iambs among wolves. '°' ^' 

Q^ Are we then to expeSi affliilions and 
^erfecutions here ? 

A. And ye Ihall be hated of all men for ^*t- 
my name's fake; but he that endureth w Mark * 
the end {hall be favcd. ^3- 13 • 

And ye (hall be hated of all men for my ^^^ 
name's fake. 

IF the world hate you, ye know that it Mm^- 
hated me before it hated you; if ye were^ *^^' 
of the world, the world would love his 
own ; but becaufe ye are not of the world, 
but I have chofcn you out of the worlds 
therefore the world hatcth you. 

Thefe things have I fpoken unto yoUjJo^n 
that in me ye might have peace. In the ^ ' ^^' 
world ye fliall have tribulation ; but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world. 

And all that will live godly in Chrift^Tim. 
Jcfus fhall fuffer perfecution. ^'^^ 

(^ Ought we then to fear perfecution ?- 

A. Fear not them which kill the body, ^*^ 
but are not able ta kill the foul; but 
rather fear him who is able to deftroy both 
foul and body in hell. 

And I fay unto you, my friends^ be not ^nke, 
afraid of them that kill the body, ajid after '*'^^' 
that, have no more that they can do. But 
I will forewarn ye whom you dull i^xa \ 
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fear htm which, after he hath killed^ hath 
power to cafi into hell^ yea, I fay unto you, 
fear hiiit. 

(^ What advantage is it to them tbatjiiffer 
perfecuiion cheerfully^ and hazard to them that 
g Jhun it ? 

jl^io. -^' Blcffed are they which arc perfccutcd 

for righteoufnefs fake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

I Pet. But and if ye fuffer for righteoufne/s fake, 

^' '^' happy are ye ; and be noc afrai^ of their 

terror, neither be troubled. 
Mit. Whofoever therefore fliall confefs mc 

33. 37* before men, him will I confefs alfo be&re 
to 39 my Father which is in heaven. But whofo- 
ever ftiall deny me before mcn^ him will I 
alfo deny before my Father which is vx 
heaven. He that loveth father or mother 
more than me, is not worthy of me*. AxA 
he that taketh not his crofs, and fcrflowetli 
after me, is not worthy of me. He thai 
iindeth his life Ihall lofe it, and he that 
lofeth his life for my fake, (hall find it. 
J-^^g® Alfo I fay unto you, Whofoever fliall 
confefs me before men, him (hall the Son of 
Man alfo confefs before the angels of God. 
But he that denieth me before men^ (hall 
be denied before the angels of God. 
Mat.t6. Then faid Jcfus unto his difciples. If any 
•♦>*"^- man will come after me, let him deny him- 
fdf, and take up his crofs, and follow me. 
For whofoever will fave his life Ifaali lofe it, 

and 
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and whofoever VfiW iofe his life for my fake, 
ihaH find it. 

If we fafFcr, we &all alfo reign with him j » ''''»"»• 
if we deny him, he alfo will deny us. 

If any man come to me, and hate not his ^^ 
father and mother, and wife and children, '** * * 
and brethren and lifters, yea, and his owa 
lik aHb, he cannot be my difciple. 

And he faid to them all. If any man will ch. 9. 
come after me, let him deny himfelf^ aod *^' *^' 
take up bis crofs daily and follow me. For 
^ofoever will favc his life fhall Idfe h ; 
but whofoever will lofe his life for my 
&ke, the fame 4hall lave it. 

And when be had called the people unto Mark 8. 
•fcim, with his difciptes alfo, he faid unto^^'^'^' 
them, Whofoever wiH come after me, let 
him deny himfelf, and take up his crofs 
and 'follow me. ¥or whofoever will fave 
hk life, (hall lofe k ; but whofoever fhati 
lofe his FiFe for my fake and the gofpels, 
the fame ihall fave it. 

Q^ There is nothing more certain^ accord- 
ing to thefe fmpfures^ than that Chrijiians 
mttfi fitffer perfecuiion in this worlds even in 
their ferforn and efkaes ; but Jhall they not 
ikTfo Juffer in their good names ^ in being ac- 
counted blafphemersj hereticksj and deceifvers f 

A. The difciple is not above his mafter, Mat.t6. 
«K>r the fervant above his Lord. It is*^'*^' 
eoough for the dtfeiple, that he be as his 

Mafter, 
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MaftcTy and the fenrant, as his Lord. If 

thcT have called the Maftcr of the hoafe 

Beelzebub; how much more Ihall diey^^ 

call them of his houfchold ? 

^1^ S' Blcflcd are ye when men (hall revile you, 

and perfecute you, and (hall fay all manner 

of evil againft you falfly, for my fake. 

H^i' Then they fuborned men which (aid, Wc 

have heard him fpeak blafphemous words 

againft Mofes and againft God., And thej 

ftirred up the people, and the elders, and 

the fcribcs, and came upon him, and caught 

him, and brought him to the council. 

Adt And when they found them nor^ they 

*^'*' drew Jafon, and certain brethren, unto the 

rulers of the city, crying, Thefe that have 

turned the world up(ide down, are come 

hither alfo. 

Aai But this 1 confefs unto thee, that after 

*^ '^ the way which they call herefy, fo worfhip 

I the God of my fathers; believing all 

things which are written in the law and in 

the prophets. . 

I Cor. Being defamed, we intreat ; we are made 

^ '3' as the filth of the earth, and arc the 

off-fcouring of all things unto this day. 

a Cor. By honour and dishonour, by evil report 

*• ^' and good report, as deceivers, and yet true. 

QT // // eqfify apparent from ivbat is men- 

tionedj that Chrifiians are to expeS per/ecution 

and tribulation i and that they are always 

tlje 
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4&^. Jhe^p^ and^ never the wolvis ; tbeperfg- 
XHtedy and never the perficuiors ; the qffliEted^ 
^nd not the aJJiSters ; the reproached^ and not 
reproacbers : Is Jt not ft then that Chriftiane 
h fo far from perfecuting others^ thai they 
ought to pray for their perfectttors ? Is this 
CbrifPs command ? 

A. But I fay unto you^ Love your cne- ^^^t. 
mies ; blcfs them that curfc you, do good ^' ^^ 
to them that hate you, and pray for diem 
which defpitefuUy ufe you and perfecate 
you. 

Q^ Was this Chrift*s own praSice f 

A. Then faid Jefus, Father, forgive them, J*** 
for they know not what they do, &c. ^' ^^ 

(^ Is Chrifl herein to be our example f 

A. For even hereunto were ye called, ' p««- 
becaufe Chrifl alfo fulfercd for us, leaving 1'%%]. 
u^ an example, that ye ihould follow his 
fteps, who did no fin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth; who, when he was 
reviled, reviled not again j when he fuffered, 
he threatened not, but committed himfelf 
to him that judgcih righteoufly. 

(^ Is there an injiance of any faints infcrip^ 
iures who followed his example herein ? 

A. And he (Stephen) kneeled down, and ^^'^^ 
cried with a loud voice. Lord, lay aot this 
fin to their charge, &c. 

Q. // appears by all the/e fcriptures^ that 
" Cbriftianity con/jftetb in the exercife ^ fear 
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and irembUtg^ bumiliiy, patienie, aftdfe^ 
denial: Wlhit ^bi we then to 'tiink offiA 
v^:9 place much of their religion in alfi'aii^ 
Jram marriage^ andcertain ineais ; lOorfiliipping 
ff arrgib^ and other fucb aHi of vblMary 
humility? 
I Tim. ^. Now the fpirit fpeaketh* eacprefsly, 
^. *• *• thai in the latter times fome fliall depart 
froiki the fkith^ giving heed to' feducing 
'f[»rits, and doArines of devils; {^ptdtking 
lies \vt iiypberify ; having their confcience 
feared^ with a hot iron; forbidding to 
marry,' and* commanding to abftain from 
. jDfions, iR^ich God hath created to be re- 
ceived with thankfgiving, of them which 
believe and know the troth. 
^'•a;. Let no man begtiile you of your reward, 
^*' ^. in a vollintiiryhtimiltiy, and worfhtjpping 
cf angels, thtruding intb-thofe things which 
he hath- not' feefi, vainly puffed' up by his 
•fldhl}; mmdr 
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CHAP. xin. 

, Concerning. Magiftracy. 
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C^t^.-^WHA Tis the duty of a magijlrate ? 
2 Sam. ^. /i;he God of'lfrael faid, the rock of 
Ifrael.fpake to me : he that rulcth over nien 
juuft be juft, ruling ia the fear of God. 

/ . (^What 
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: Ql Whatido the fcriptures /peak cfthe duty 
offucb as are under autharity ^ 

A. Let every foul be fubjeft unto the Rom. 
higher powers ; for there is no power but of ^'j.'' 
God: the powers that be, arc ordained of 
God. Whofoevcr therefore refiftcth the 
power, rcfifteth the ordinance of God ; and 
they that refift, fliall rccefve to themfclves 
damnation. For rulers are not a terror to 
good works, but to the evil. Wilt" thou thea 
not be afraid of the power ? Do that which is 
good, and thou ftialt have praifc of the fame ; 
for he is the miniftef of God to thee for good. 
But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; 
for he beareth not the fword in vain ^ for 
he is the minifter of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 
Wherefore ye muft needs be fubjeft, not 
only for wrath, but alfo for confcience-iake* 

Submit yourfelvcf to every ordinance of » Pet. 
man for the Lord^s fake ; whether it be to *<; Jj; 
the king, as fupreme, or unto governors, 
as unto them that are fent by him, for the 
punifbment of evil-doers, and for the praife 
of them thax do well. For fo is the will of 
God, that with well-doiog ye may put to 
lilence the ignorance of foolim men. 

Q. Ought trUntte to be paid to them f 

A. For, for this caufc pay we tribute ^*'"' 
alfo, for they are God's miniuers, attend- '^* ' ^' 
iog cononoi^y upon this very thing. — 
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Render therefore to all iheif dues ; tribute 
to whom tribute is due, cuftom to whom 
cuftom, fear to whom fear, honour to 
whom honour. 
^t. Then faith he unto them. Render there- 
*'* fore unto Ca&far the things which arc- 
Ca?far's ; and unto God^ the things that 
are God's. 

Q^ Are we obliged to obey magijirates in 

fiich things as we are perfuaded in our minds 

are contrary to the commands of Chrijli 

k8 4. A. And they called them, and com- 

'° manded them not to fpeak at all, nor t^ach 

in the name of Jefus. But Peter and John 

anfwered and faid unto them, Whether it 

be right in the fight of God to hearken 

luito yon more than unto God, judge ye. 

For we cannot but ^eak the things which 

we have fcen and heard. 

^ And when they had brought them, they 

' itX them before the council, and the high 

prieft afkcd them, faying. Did not we 

Itraitly command ye, that ye (hould not 

teach in this name r And behold, ye have 

filled Jerufalem with yoiJr doArine, and* 

intend ta bring this man's blood upon us. 

Then Peter and the other apoftles anfwered 

and faid. We ought to obey God rather 

than men. 

C^ IVhat ought to be magijrates behaviour 
in fuch cafes J according to the counfel of wifi 
Gamaliel f 

A. Then 



^. Then ftood there np one in the council, A(Ss J. 
a Pfaarifee, named Gamaliel, a doAor of th« ^^^^' 
law, had in reputation among all the people^ 
and commanded to put the apoftles forth 
a little fpace ; and faid unto them. Ye men 
of Ifrael, take heed to yourfelves, what 
ye intend to do, as touching thefe men. 
.And how I fay unto you, Refrain from 5- 38.39 
.thefe men, and let them alone ; for if this 
counfel, or this work, be of men, it will 
come to nought ; but if it be of God, 
ye cannot overthrow it: left haply ye be 
found even to fight agwnft God. 

Q. fFbat eommand giveib Chrj/i to bis 
people under ibe gofpelj in relation to tbis 
matter ? How doth be bold forth tbeir duty 
under tbt parable of the tares f 

A. So the fervants of the hou(holder Mat ra*. 
came, and faid unto him. Sir, didft not thou ^9! ^ ' 
fow good feed in thy field ? From whence 
then hath it tares ? He faid unto them, Ai| 
-enemy hath done this. The fervants faid 
unto him, Wilt thou then that we go aud 
gather them np ? But he faid. Nay ; left 
while ye gather up the tares, ye root up 
alfo* the "wheat with them. 

Q^ Dotb be explain thefe tares of the 
wicked t whom the goldly mufi not take upon 
them to cut off^ left through mijlake they hurt 
ibe goodp buti leave it to God, to do it by his 
angels f 
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^\' A. The fidd is the world ; tbegobdfced 
* are the children of the kingdom ; bm the 
tares arc the children of the wicked one ; 
the enemv that fowed them is the devil} 
thehanrclt is the end of the world, and the. 
reapers are the angels. As therefore the 
tares are gathered and burned in the fire, 
fo (ball it be in the end of this world. The 
Son of man Ihall fend forth his angds, and 
they (hall gather out of his kingdom all 
things that otflfend, and them which do im- 
qoity. 



CHAP. XIV. 
Concerning the RefurreAion* 

Queft. — What faith the fcripture of the 
nfitmaion of the deadf 

A. And have hope towards God, which 
tliey themfelves alfo allow, that there (hall 
be a refurrcAion of .the dead, both of the 
jnft and unjuft. 

• Q^ To what different endjbali the good he 
raifedfrom the bad; and bow are they there^ 
unto referved? 
«5. A. Marvel not at this, for the hour is 
coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves (hall hear his voice, and (hall come 
forth : they that have doijp good, unto the 
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TdTurreaiott of life; and they that haTe 
done evil, unto^ the r^urreAion of condem- 
nation. 

But the heavens and the earth, which are * ^«^ 
now, by the fame word are kept in ftore, 
referved unto fire againft the day of judg- 
ment, and perdition of ungodly men. 

C^ What muft be anfwered tofucb as ajk^ 
How the dead are raifed^ and with what 
body? . 

A. Thou fool, that which thou foweft is \?^h 
not quickened except it die. And that to 44. ' 
which thou foweft, thou foweft not that 
body that (hall be, but bare grain, it may 
chance of wheat, or of fome other grain ; 
but God giveth it a body as it hath pleafed 
him, and to every feed his own body. AH 
flefti is not the fame flefli ; but there is one 
kind of flcfli of men, another flefli of bcafts, 
another of fifties, and another of birds. 
There are alfo, celeftial bodies, and bodies 
terreftrial ; but the glory of the celeftial is 
one, and the glory of the terreftrial is 
another. There is one glory of the fun,- 
and another glory of the moon,-and another 
glory of the ftars \ for one. ftar differeth 
from another ftar in glory. So alfo is the 
refurreftion of the dead. It is fown in 
corruption, it is raifed in incorruption ; it 
is fown in diflionour, it is raifed in glory j 
it is fown in wcakncfs, it is raifed in power ; 

it 
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It is fdWQ a natural body, it is raiieda 
fpiritual body. There is a natural bodyy 
and there is a fpiritual body. 

Q^ Tbe apofile feems to he very poptwi^ 
that it is not that natural b$dy^ ivbich we mw 
have J that /ball rife ; but a fpiritual body. 
Cor. A. Now this I fay, brethren^ that fleih 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God; neither doth corruption inherit ia« 
corruption. Behold, I (hew you a myftery; 
we fhali not all fleep, but we fliall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye, at the lad: trump : for the trumpet 
ihall found, and the dead fhall be raifed 
incorruptible, and we (hall be changed. 
For this corruptible muft put on incorrupt 
tion, and this monal inuft put on^ immor*' 
tality. So when this corruptible (hall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal (hall 
have put on immortality, then (hall be 
brought to pafs the faying that is written^ 
Death is fwallowed up in viftory. O death, 
where is thy fting ? O grave ! where b ihy 
viftory? 
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CHAP- XV. 

A fliort Introduftion to the Confcifion of 

Faith. 

HAVING thus largely and evidently 
performed the chief part of that which I 
promifed in this treatife, in giving a full 
account of our principles in plain fcripture 
words, and alfo anfwering by th:e fcriptures 
the chief and main objeftions made againft 
us, I come to a ConfejQSon of Faith, in 
which I fhall not be fo large ; for that I 
judge it not convenient to make an inter- 
pretation of all the fcriptures bcforc-mcni. 
tioned, which, if needful, the reader may 
cafily obferve, were hot very difficult to do. 
But whereas a Confeflion of Faith called 
rather for an affirmative account of one's 
own faith, than for the folution of objeftions, 
or any thing^'of debate in a difcurfive way, 
which is both more properly and perti- 
nently performed in a Gatechifra ; therefore- 
I have here only done fo. I am neceffitatcd 
fometime^ * to intermix fome words for co« 
herence of the matter, as fometimes and^ 
and fometimes there/ore^ atid the like ; but 
not fuch as any ingenuous perfon can 
affirm do add to the matter ; or that may 
wife iuftly be reckoned a comment or 
xneanmg : and therefore to avoid the cen« 
furc of the mofl; curious carping critics, 
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ihefc are marked with a different charaScr. 
Likewife, unlefs I (hould have ridiculouily 
offered to publifh incongruous gramiiiaij 
there was a true nped fomecimes to change 
the mood and perfon of a verb : in all 
which places, whofocver will look to the 
words, Ihall find it is done upon no defiga 
to alter any whit the naked import of them : 
as for inftance, where Chrift fays, / am the 
light of the world: were it proper for mc 
to write thus, / am the lights &c. ? Or can it 
be reckoned any whit contradiding to my 
purpofe or promife to write, Cbr0 is the 
li^htj where the firfl; perfon is changed to the 
third ? Alfo, fometimes I exprd'r tlvngs 
whi<;h are neceffarily under(tood» as.whra 
any of the.apoIUes fay, wf^ there, inftead 
of wf, I write, aftf/iles ; and where they 
iay, ToUj fpeaking of the Xaints, there I 
mention faints inftead of Jt^ for the con« 
neftion of the fentence foipetimcs requires 
ic ; as in the firfl; article, in mentioning that 
of I John i. 5. concerning God's being 
light, and in fuch like cafes, which I know 
no impartial reader would have quarrelledf 
though wanting this apology : which I 
judged meet to premife, knowing there is 
a generation who, when they cannojt find 
any real or fubftantial ground^gainft trmh 
and its followers, will be cavilling at fuch 
little nicitics ; therefore fuch may fee thi» 
obicdion is obviated. 

CHAP, 
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CJHAP. XVt,. 

' A CotaiMioii of Saich, contiiiniiig XX£lI 
/ Articles. 

\ 

ARTICLE I. 

Concerning God, and the true and faving 

Ejiowledge of Him, 

' THERE isf one God fa), tbho is a Fprrit a Eph. 
ft J. Jnd'^h is the mcflagc Which thjsj-^^ 
apoftles heard 6i him, and declared unto 8.4^*6. 
mt faints J tiat he is light, and in* him is n6*J^^ 
daricnefs at all fc). There are three that^ijoha 
bear record in HeaVen, the Father, the SoH^ ^'^' 
and' the Holy'GhoflL, and thefe three tvc 
one (d). The Father is in the Soriy and^ch.i. 
the Son is in the Father ^ (e). No manjjoj^ 
knoweth the Son, but the Father j neither ip- 38^^ 
knoweth.any iftan the Father, fave the Son, *Sfiit 
and he to whomfoever the Son will reveal ^ 5- a6. 
him (f). The fpirit fearchetK all things,/ M»t. 
yea, the deep things of God (g). For the J^^^ 
■thirigs of God knowejh ho* man \ but tHie /o. i%. 
fpirit^ of God: iSTow the y&//7/j havir re."|^'j^^^^- 
ceived not the fpirit oFthe World, but the 
fpirit which is of God, x\i^i iheymf^ht 
know the thitigs "«rhich are fredy"*gi'ven \ ^ 
them of God (h)* For the Comforter^ * i Cor. 
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^vhich is the Holy Ghoft, whom the Father 
fends in Cbrifi^s name, he teacheth them 
all things, and bringeth all things to their 
• John remembrance (i) . 

ARTICLE II. 

Concerning the Guide and Rule of 

Chriftians. 

CHRIST prayed to the Father, and he 
jrave the fmnts another Comforter, that 
was to abide with them for ever, even the 
fpirit of truth, whom the world cannot re- 
ceive, becaufe it feeth him not, nor know- 
cth him ; but the faints know him ; for he 
dwelleib with ihem^ and is to be in them 
I joim ^k)* Now if any man have not the fpirit 
i;. ' ' of Chrift, he is none of his : for as many 
as are led by the fpirit of God, they are 
iRom. the fons of God (I)* For this is the covc- 
'" ^' '^' nant that God hath made with the houfe of 
Ifrael, he hath put his laws in their mind, 
and writ them in their hearts; and they 
»Heb. are all taught of God (m). And the 
anointing which they have received of him, 
abideth in them ; and they need not that 
any man teach them^ but as the fame 
anointing teacheth them of ail things, and 
1.1 John is truth, and is no lie (n). 

a. a;. ' ^ 
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ARTICLE III. 

I 

Concerning the Scriptures. 

WHATSOEVER things were written 
aforetime; were wriitea for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 
the fcriptures might have hope (o). Which ^ ^^^ 
arc able to make wife unto falvation, through *'^' !*' 
faith which is in Chtift Jefus : all fcripture 
being given by infpiration of God, and is 
profitable for do6h-ine, for reproof, for in- 
flrudion in righteoufnefs, that the man of 
God piay be perfeft, thoroughly fmniihed 
unto all good works (/); No prophecy of/ » Tim. 
the fcripture is. of any private interpretation; ii,"x7, 
for the .prophecy canae not in old time by 
the will of man, but holy men of God 
fpake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoft (y). y^P^f- 

^•* X.27.SX 

ARTICLE IV. 

Concerning the Divinity of Chrift, and his 
being from the Beginning. 

IN the beginning was the word, and the 

word was with God, and the word was 

God ; the fame was in the beginning with 

' Gpd ; all things were made by him, and ^ 

without him was not any thing made that 
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r John 1 was made (r), Whofc goings forth bavc 

JMicih ^^^° ^^^^ ^^ ^^^» ^^^™ cvcrlafting (/). 
5 a. For God created all Aiags by Jefus Chnft 
j^o.^' (/). Who being in the form of God, 
diought it no robbery to be equal with 
M PhiL God (»). And his name is called Wonder- 
*• ^' fri, Counfellor, the mighty God, the crcr- 
iiifauai hfting Father, the Prince of Peace (x). 
9- ^' Who is the image of the invtfible God, 
y Col. the firft-bom of every creature (y). The 
■^ ^^* brrghtnefs of his glory, and the exfrcfs 
s Hcb. image of his pcrfoii (zj Who was dothcd 
'^' with a vefture dipped in blood; and his 
s Kcv. name is called the Word of God (a\ In him 
'^' '^* dwclleth all the fulnefs of the Godhead 
^coi. bodily (^). And in him are hid all Ac 
CC0I2.3. treafurcs of wifdom and knowledge (c). 

ARTICLE V. ' 

Concerning his Appearance in the Flclh. 

wjohn THE word was^made flefh (rf). For 
* '^* he took not oit him the nature of angels ; 
but he took -Oh him the feed of Abra- 
ham, being in all things made like unto 
^Heb.ahis brethren (e). Touched with a feeling 
^ *'^' of our infirmities ; and in all things tempted, 
/ch.4. like as we are, yet without fin (/). He 
'^' died for our fias, according to the fcrip- 
turesj and he was buried, and he rofe 
again the third day, according to the fcrip- 
g 1 Cor. tures (^g). 

'^'^'^* ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE VI. 

I 

Concerning the End and Ufe of that 

Appearance. 

GOJy fent his own Son in the liken efs of 
lirtful flefh, and for fin condemned dn in the 
flefh (/&). For thispurpofe the Son of God | ^Q^- 
was manlfcfted, that he might dcftroy the *"*' 
works of the Devil (/). Being mani/es/eJ'^J^^^ 
to take away, our fins {k). For he gavCiVer.j. 
himfclf for us, an offering and a facrifice 
to God for a fweet fmelling favour (/). / Fph. 
Having obtained eternal redemption for us^"** 
Q?j). And through the eternal fpirit ollcred m Heb. 
himfelf without fpot to God, to purge ^^** 
our confciences from dead works, to fcrve 
the living God {${). He was the' Lamb « ^'^r. 
that was llain from the foundation of the ^^' 
world {o). Of zvhom the fathers did alURqv. 
drink ; for they drank of that fpirit ual rock \'^' ^*' 
that followed them, and that rock was' 
Chrift (^;. Chrift alfo fuffered for us,;»iC(ir. 
leaving us an example, that w^ ftiould' fol- '^" ^" 
low his fteps {q]. For we are to bear^ iPct. 
abontih'the body the dying of -the Lord*'*'" 
Jefus, that the life alfo of Jcfus might be 
made manifeft in our body, being alway 
delivered unto death for Jefus* fake, that 
the life alfo of Jefus may be made manifeft io 
cmr mortal ficflifr). Thai we may kjiowhim, r « Cor. 
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and the power of his refurrcaion, and the 
fellowfhip of his fu&rings, being made 
i Phil. ccMiformablc unto his death )• 

ARTICLE VII. . 

Concerning the inward manifeflation of 

Chrift. 

GOD dwelleth with the contrite and 

rina»K humble in fpirit (/). For he hath faid, ife 

•^aCor. will dwell in them, and walk in them («). 

^' *6' And Cbt iji Jlandetb at the door, and knuck- 

ctb \ if any man hear his voice, and open the 

door, he will come in to him, and will fup 

K Rer. with him^ and he with him (^). And there* 

^' *® fore ought we to examine our ownfelvcs, and 

prove our own felves, knowing how that 

y a Cor. Chrift is in wx, except ztf^ be reprobates (j^). 

'3- s* f^y. tj^ig ig jhe riches of the glory of the 

myft^ry, which God would make known 
among (or rather IN) the Gentiles^ Chrift 
« Col I, within, the hope of glory (z). 

ARTICLE VIIL 

Concerning the New Birth* 

EXCEPT a man be born again, he can- 
• John not fee the kingdom of God (^ j. There-' 
^* ^' /ore ought we to put oflf the old man with 

his 



( ^n ) 

his deed^^ arid pat On the' new ihin, ^hich 
J^ renewed in knowledge after tfcc iHiage 6f 
hte that cYdnted feira, afid Whith after God 
h ercated fti rightcotiftiefs^ and true hoKocft. 
(iy. For henceforth know we no man ^hct * Coi. 
fhe flefti ; yea, though we . have known Eph°' 
Chrift after Ac fiefti, fci now' henceforth 4. 34- 
Ikiiow we him n^ mote (r). /J?r if any^*Cor. 
ttati be. in. GhrHt he i^ a new creature^ old^* ^ ' 
things are p^Scd away ; behold, all things 
are become new (rf). Fdrfuch have put on ^^cr.if 
the Lord Jcfus Chrift (e). And are re-'R<w»- 
newed in the fprrit of ,f heir minds (/)./Eph^' 
i%r as many as have been baptized into 4. »3- 
Chrift, have put on Chrift (g). Bemg^^Cah 
born again, not of corruptible feed, but of ^'*^* 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
fiveth and abideth for ever (b). And glory * ' !*«'• 
in nothings fave in the crofs of the Lord''*^' 
Jefus Chrift, by whom the world is crucified 
tmto them^ and they unto the world (/). ^^*^- 
For in Chrift Jefus, neither circumcifion. 
availeth any thing, npr uncircumcifion, but 
a new creature (k\ i^ttis^ 

ARTICLE IX, 

Concerning the Unity erf" the Saints with - 

Chrift- 



HE that fanftificth, and they who are 

a. IX. 



fenftificd, are all of one (/}• For by the ' "*^- 



exceeding 



( «14 ) 

cxceediDg great and precious plx>mifes that 
are given them^ they are made partakers of 
^ the divine nature {m). Becaufefor ibis end 
prayed Cbri/ly that all might be one, as the 
Father is in bim^ and be in tbe Fatber^ that 
they alfo might be one in tbem \ and the 
glory which be bad gotten from tbe Fqtber^ 
begm)e them, that they nught be one, even 
as the Father and be is one ; Cbri/i in the 
SaintSj and the Father in Chrift, diat they 
might be made perfeA in one (/i). 

ARTICLE X, 

Concerning the univerfal Love and Grace 

of God to all. 

GOD fo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whofoever bc- 
Ueveth in him fhould not perifh, but have 
everlafting life {6). And in this was mani- 
fefted the love of God toward us, becaufe that 
God fent his only bejgotten Son into the 

"" world, that we might live through him (jl). 
So that if any man fin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jefus Chrift the righteous ; 
and he is the propitiation for our fins ; and 
not for ours only, but alfo for the fins of 

n the whole world (q). For by the grace of 
God he hath tajlcd death for every man (r j. 
And gave himfelf a ranfom for all, to be 
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tcftified in due time (s). JVtlUng all men to ' » ^im. 
"be faved, and to come unto the knowledge *" 
of the. truth '(/}. Not willing that any 1 1 Tim. 
fhould perifh, but that all fhould come to ** ^' 
repentance (u). For God fent not his Son ^ *^««- 
into the world to condemn the world, but ^'^' • 
that the world through him might be favcd 
(jc). And Chrift came a light into the world, * J^^J" 
that whofoeveth believeth in him^ (hould 
not abide in darknefs (^y). Therefore as J' ^^-^ 
by the offence of one, judgment came upon ^ ' 
all men to condemnation ; even fo by the 
righteoufnefs of one, the fr^e gift came 
upon all men unto juftification of life (z), « ^j™- 

ARTICLE XL 

Concerning the Light that enlighteneih 

every Man. 

THE gofpel was preached to every 
creature under heaven {a). Which' go) f eh ^^^^ 
is the pow^r of God unto falvation to them ^'*^* 
them that believe (b). And if // be hid, it \^^'^' 
is hid to them that are loft, in whom ' 
the god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not, left the 
light of the glorious gofpel of Chrift (hould 
fhine into them (j:). And this is the con-^aCor. 
demnation, that light is come into the^'^*^' 
worlds and men love darknefs -rather than 

light, 



:. L. 



( "6 ) 

»>mf 7.^217. 'ixzx^k thrir deeds &re rril (rf). 
■' "* JLrJ Tii; ira$ ibc trnc Eght, which ligbt- 
a^± rrcTT 223 that cometh into tbe 
2« vcrjf /\ JPt s-Kri aH things that arc 
rrrrr^iiT-'C* arr made raanifefl ; for what- 
" rr -lirth =:a-!feft is light (/). Eyery 
r Ixi". ctD hareth the light, Hci* 
t^yrr r:c5»fi i:> the light, left his dccdi 
ibr^zji re rCTrrvri : but he that doet6 
rrz-^ cmr± ^5 ihc E^ht, that his deeds 
niT be made nmufeft, that they are 
^>=t vTcog'-: h: God {g\ And they thai walk 
^* r^ ?» :*gbu 25 ChiJ h in the light, have 
f:5cv:5±? ore with anoiher, and the blood 
oi Jefj.? ChrL: his Soa deanfeth tbem from 
."•2=^ sll £r. r". TciTifsre cM^hf t»f to believe in 
ic li^-"!:, vrbile we have the light, that 
trr S2T be The children rf the light {%). 
Tbrsfz'^i :o-day, if cif will hear his voice, 
U: -y; nc: harden crsr hearts (ifr)^ For Cbriji 
Kvr-t arr Jemfileni, faying. If thou hadfl 
knowr. eves thou, at leaft Jn this thy day, 
the ihirgs which belong unto thj peace, 
. LAe bur new ihey are hid from thine ejrfcs (/). 
•'7-4S- jfrj i,^ would often have gathered her chil- 
dren, r.s a hen gaihercth her chickens; tut 
m Mat. thsy would not (?>:). For the ftifi-necked, 
^-■3^ and uncircumcifcd in heart and ears, do 
I A-« always refill the Holy Ghoft (n). And arc 
c Job' ^^ thofe that rebel againft the light (o). 
24.13 Tkrefcre GocTs ffirii will not always flnve 

with 
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with man (/>). For the wrath of God is/Ccn. 
revealed from heaven againft all ungodli- '^' 
nefs and unrighteoufnefs of men, who hold 
the truth in unrighteoufnefs (y). Becaufe^Rom.. 
what is to be known of God is manifeft in ^* '^* 
them; for God hath fhewed itninto them 
(r). And a manifeftation of the fpirit is '' ^^'^' 
given lo every man to profit withal (jJ. For , i cor. 
the grace of God, that bringeth falvation, ^*- 7* 
hath appeared to all men, teaching us, that 
denying ungodlinefs and worldly lulls, we 
fhould live fobcrly, rightcoufly, and godly 
in this prcfent world (/), And this word of *'^*^»*' 
his grace is kble to build up, and give an' *"' 
inheritance among all thofe that are fan£li« 
fied (^fi). For the word of God is quick and y A6t% 
powerful, arid fharper thaa any two-edged *®' ^** 
(word, piercing even to the dividing afun* 
' der of the foul and fpirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a difcerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart (#^). *Heb. 
This is that more fure word of prophecy, "**'*' 
whereunto we do well that we take heed, 
as unto a light that ihinetb in a dark place, 
until the day dawn, and the day-ftar arife 
in the heart (j^). And this is the wordy^^^^- 
of faith which tbe apojlks preached, which is ^' ^^* 
nigh in the mouth, and in the heart (z). « Rom. 
For God, who commanded the light to ^°*^' 
ihirie but of darknefs, hath (hined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge 

of 
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of the glcty of God i;i the face of Jefus 
« i^Cor. ciirjft ^^). But we have this trcafure m 

earthen veflcls, that the excellency of the 
i % Cor. power niay be of God (ti)^ and not of us ; 
^'^' for the kingdom of God cometh not by 

obfervation, but is within us. 

ARTICLE XII. 

Concerning Faith and Juftification. 

FAITH is the fubftance of things hoped 

c Ticb. for, and the evidence of things not fecn (c). 

II'- Without which it is impoffible to pleafe 

d YcT. 6. God (d) Therefore we arejuflified by faith, 

e Gal. which workcth by love (e). For faith with- 

^' ' out works being dead, is by works made 

/James pcrfcft (/). By the deeds of the law there 

^'^*** fhall no flcfh be juftified (g). ^hor yet by 

g. Rom. the works of riglneoufnefs which we have 

^ ^°* done ; but according to his mercy we are 

favcd, by the wafhing of regeneration, and 

^ 'T'f' renewing of the Holy Ghoft (A), for we 

^' ^* are both waflied, fanftificd and juftified in 

» the name, of the Lord Jefus, and by the 

I'm!"' fpirit of our God (/). 

ARTICLE XIIL 

Concerning^ good Works. 

IF ive live after the flefh, we fhall die ; 
but if 'u^, through the Ipirit, do mortify ' 
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Ac deeds of the body^ w€ fiiall live (*)• J «<>»• 
F$r they which believe in God, mirft be ' '^' 
ca^cftl^ to maiDtain good works (/)• For ^ TJt. 
C^ will render to every man according to ' * 
his deeds According to his righteous judg- 
ment to them, who by patient contiou- ' 
ance in well-doing, feek for glory, honour, 
and immortality, eternal life (m) : forfucb are m Rom. 
eounced worthy of the kingdom of God («). l\^^ 
'And call not away their confidence, which i- 5- 
hath great recompence of reward (^). ©Heb. 
Bleffed ther^ are they that do his commiand- ^^' ^5* 
^ ments, that they may have right to the 
tree pf life, and may enter^ in through the 
gates into the city (jf). ' p Rev. 

ARTICLE XW. 

Concerning Perfcftion. 

8IN (hall not have. dominion cne/cfuch 
as are not under the law, but under grace ^ 
(9^). For there is no coodetowtion to thofe yRom. 
«iat are in Chrift Jcfus, who walk not after ^' '^' 
the flefh, but after the fpirit; for the law 
of the fpirit of life, makeih free from the 
law of fin and death (r). For fuch are be- '•c^- *• 
come dead unto fin, and alive onto righte-*' ' - 
oufnefs ; and being made free from fm, are 
become fcrvants of righteoufocfe ( j). There- ' ch. 6. 
fore ougbt we to be pcrfoft, as oUr heavealy *'^^' 

Father 
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I Mac Father is pcrfcft (t). For the yoke of CbriJ 

«'c%ii. >s ^^fy) ^"^ ^^ bunhen is light (»). Adi 

30. his commandments are not grievous (x),. 

« 1 Jo D ^^^^ whofoever will enter into life, i>/«^ keep 

jrMat. the commandments ()r). Hereby 4o wc 

*^' '^* know that wc know God, if wc keep hit 

■ I Jo*"* commandments (z). He that faith, I know 

him, and keepeth not his commandments, 

«ver.4. is a liar, and the truth is not in him (tf)« 

Wkofoever abideth in him, finneth not; 

whofoever finneth, hath not feen him, nei- 

* ch. 3 ther known him {b). Let no man deceive 

us; he that doeth righteoufnefs is righteous, 

even as he is righteous ; he that committeth 

fin is of the devil ; whofoever is bom of 

God, doth not commit fin; for his feed 

remaineth in him, and he cannot fin, be- 

» 1 John caufe he is bom of God (r). For not 

^; ^' *' every one that iaith Lord, Lord, fhall enter 

into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that 

doeth the will of the Father, which is in 

i Mat. heaven {d). Circumcifion is nothing, and 

uncircumcifion is nothing, but the keeping 

e X Cor. the commandments of God (e\ 
7. 19- ^ ^ 

ARTICLE XV. ■ 

Concerning Perfeverance and Falling 

from Grace. 

WE ought to give diligence to make our 
calling and eleftion furc, which tilings if we 

do, 



lo, te^^ fhall never fall (/). For even Patil/»^«V 
ccpt under bis body, and broughtxit into** 
bb^eftion, left by aiiy means, when be 
>readied tb others, he himfelf became a 
aeft-away (g). Let us therefore take heed, \l^" 
eft there be in any 6i us an evil heart of ' \^ 
fltbelief, in dep^bting from the living God 
\ii). Likewife let us labour to enter into * ^^* 
tait reft, left any man fall after the fame ^' '*' 
!x&imple bf unbelief (/). For it is impof- « Hcb. 
iblc for thofe who were once enFightened, ^' *** 
md have tafled of the heavenly gift, and 
i^cre made partakers of the Holy Ghoft, 
ind have tafted of the good word of God, 
aid the powers of the world to come, if 
:hey fhall fall away, to renew them again 
into repentance (^). For he that abideth ^ Hcb.6. 
lot in Chrtfi^ is caft forth, and is withered ^ ^' ,' 
[/). Tetfuch as overcome, he will make as ^ John 
pillars in the temple of bis God, and they '"^•^*' 
[hall go no more out (jn). And thefe are « Rev. 
perfuaded, that nothing fhall be able to^**' 
fdparate them from the love of God, which 
is in Chrift Jefus («)• « Rom. 

r 8. 38. 

ARTICLE, XVI. 

Concerning the Chor;:h and Miniftty. 

.THE church of God is the pillar and 
ground of truth {q). Whereof die dear ^'^'^'^^^ 

M Son ^- '^* 
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{l""^' '• Son of God is the head (/). From wWch 
all the body by joints and bands, having 
nouriihraent miniitered and knit together; 
f Col. increafeth with the . increafe of God (f ). 
** *'" Wbicb church of God is ihem that are faiu> 
r « c«. tified in Chrift Jcfus (r). ^ Wbo when he 
afccnded up on high, gave gifts unto men : 
and he gave fome apoftles, feme prophets, . 
fome evangelifls, fome paftors and teachers^ 
for the perfcfting of the faints, for the 
' Eph. work of the miniftry (s\ Wbo ot^bt to be 
t%. *"' blamelcfs, vigilant,fober, of good behaviour, 
given to hofpitality, apt to teach ; not given 
to wine, no ftrikers, not greedy of filthy 
lucre, but patient ; not brawlers, not covet* 
* I Tim. ous (/). But lovers of good men, fober, juft, 
^' *' ^' holy, temperate, holding faft the faithfol 
word, as they have been taught, that tbej 
may be able by found doArine, both to ex- 
«Tit. hortand to convince gainfayers («). Takit^ 
'' ''' heed to ibenifelvei and to the flock, over 
which the Holy Ghoft hath made tbem over- 
tcAA% fcers, to feed the church of God f^), 
ao. a8. 'p^j^jng ^j^g overfight thereof, not by con- 

ftraint, but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, 

but of a ready mind ; neither as being 

lords over God's heritage, but as being en- 

y X Pet. famples to the flock (y). Andfucb elders 

^' *• ^* as rule well, are to be counted worthy of 

double honour, efpecially they who labour 

sxTim.in the word and doctrine («)• And to he 

^' '7- efleemed 
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ifleemed very highly in love for their work's 
fake (a). As every man hath received the**^*^- 
gift, lo ought the fame to be miniftered-: 
if any man fpeak, let him fpeak as the 
oracles of God : if any man minifter, let 
him do it as of the ability which God giveth 
(A). Preaching the gofpelj not with the * ' ^^t.^ 
wifdom of words, left the crofs of Chrift be '** ^°*'' 
made of none cffeft (c). Nor yet with ^ i Cor. 
enticing words of man*s wifdom, but in''^ 
demonftration of the fpirit and of power ; 
that the faith imay not ftand in the wifdom 
of men, -but in the power of God (rf). ^ch.?. 
Howbeit^ifA fpeak wifdom among thcm*'^' 
that are perfeft; yet not the wilaom of 
this world, nor of the princes of this world, v 
which Cometh to nought; but they i^CAk 
the wifdom of God in a myftery, even the 
hidden wifdom, which God ordained before 
the world to their glory (0* Which things * ^««'* 
they alfo fpeak, not m the words which ' ^' 
nian*s wifdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghoft teacheth (/). For it is not/ver. 
they that fpeak, but the Holy Ghoft^ or'^' 
fpirit of the Father, that fpeak^th in them 
(jg). Who iitbeyfow fpiritual things, ought fMit. 
to reap carnal things; for fo the Lord"'*^' 
hath ordained, that they which preach the 
gofpel, fliould live of the gofpel; for the 
icripture faith. Thou (halt not muzzle the 
, mouth of the ox that treadeth out the 

Ma corn ; 
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corn ; and the labourer is worthy of his 
A 1 Cor. reward (A). Yet a neceffity is laid upon 
14."' ^^^^ 9 yea, woe is unto thenij if they preach 
not the gofpel ; and their reward /x, that 
when they preach the gofpel, they make 
1 1 Cor. the gofpel of Chrift without charge (i). 
17/18. Not coveting any man's filver, or gold, or 
-apparel ; but their hands miniflering to their 
necelHties, that fo labouring, they may fup- 
port the weak; remembering the words of 
the Lord Jcfus, how he laid. It is more 
k A«8 bleffed to give, ' than to receive (k). For 
34.* ^^* they are not of the greedy dogs that can 
/ifaiah never have enough (/). Nor of the Ibep- 
^- ' ^'* herds that look to their own way, every 
w Ibid, one for his gain from his quarter («•)• 
n Ezck. That feed themfelves, and not the flock («). 
34. 8. xhat make the people err, biting with their 
teeth, and cfying Peace, and preparing war 
againft all fuch as put not into their mouths, 
• Micah. teaching for hire, and divining for money (0). 
^'^^^^Hor yet of thefe which teach things which 
/ Tit. I. they ought not, for filthy lucre's fake (^). 
'^' That run greedily after the error of Balaam 
for reward, loving the wages of unrighte-* 
yPct. Qufnefs (y). And through covetoufiiefs, 
*• *^' with feigned words, making merchandize of 
rVer.3 fouls (r). Men of corrupt minds, deflitute 
of the truth, fuppofing that gain is' godli- 
j^iTJm.nefj; (^^)^ .j[^/ ^ij^y i^yufy^ f^^t godlincfs, 

/ver.() with contentment, is great gain (t). And 

. . having 
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having^ food and raiment, they are therewith 
contpit (n). * ^ iiv#.«. 

ARTICLE XVII. 

Conccmtog Worlhip. 

' THE hour cometh, and now is, when 
|he trfie ^orfhippers ihall worlhip the 
Father in fpirit and in truth ; for the 
Father feeketh fuch to worfliip him (x). «john 
God is a fpirit, a.nd they which wprihip^**^* 
him, mud worfliip him in fpirit and in 
Truth {y). For ^hc Lord is nigh to albver. 
them that call upon him, to all that call*^' ' 
upon him in truth (z). He is far from the « P^in^ 
wicked; but be heareth the prayer of the '^^^^ ^** ,• 
righteous (a). And this is the confidence ^ P''®^- 
that we have in him^ that if we aik any '^**^" 
thing according to his will, he heareth us 
(b). What is it then ? We mitjl pray with * * J«>^o 
the fpirit, and with the underftanding alfo 
{c). Likewife the fpirit alfo helpeth our*'^^** 
infirmities ; for we know not what . we '*' '^* 
fliould pray for as wc ought ; . but the 
fpirit itfelf maketh fnterceflTion for us, with 
groanings which cannot be uttered : and 
he that fe^rcheth the heart, knoweth what 
is the mind of the fpirit, becaiife he maketh 
interceffion for the faints, according to* "the 

will of God {jf)^ (/Rwu. 

M3 ARTICLE $;*^ 
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ARTICLE XVIII. 

Concerning Baptifm. 

AS there is one Lord, one f^th, fo there 

e Eph. is one baptifm (/). JVlricb doth alfo noW 

^'^' fave,us, not the putting away of the filth of 

the fiefh, but the anfwer -of a good con- 

fcience towards God, by the rcfiirreftion of 

/I Pet. jefus Chrift (/). For John indeed baptized 

ai*** with water, but Chrift with the Holy Ghoft 

I Mat, and with fire {g). Therefore as many as 

^* ''• are baptized into Jefus Chrift, are baptized 

into his death, and are buried with him by 

baptifm into death, that like as Chrift was 

raifed up from the dead by the glory of 

the Father, even fo they alto fhould walk 

iRom. in newnefs of life (b\ Having put on 

,Vi^- Chrift (0. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

Concerning eating of bread and wine, 
waihing of one another's feet, abftaining 
from things ftrangled, and from bloody 
and anointing of the fick with oil. 

THE Lord Jefus, the fame night in 
which he was betrayed, took bread ; and 
when he had given thanks, he brake k, 
and iaid, Take, eat i this is my body which 
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18 broken for you ; this do in remembrance 
of me: after the fame manner alfo be 
took the cup, when he had fupped, faying, 
This cup is the New Teftament in my 
blood ; this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 
remembrance of me ; for as often as ye 
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
do Ihew the Lord's death till he come 
(*). Jcfus knowing that the Father had^iCor- 
given all things into his hands, and that he ^4^ III 
was come from God, and went to God, he 
rifeth from.fuppcr, and laid afide his gar- 
ments, and took a towel, . and girded him- 
felf ; after that he poureth water into a 
bafon, and began to wafh thedifciples' feet, 
and to wipe them with the towel where- 
with he was girded: fo after he had 
waihed their feet, and had taken his gar- 
ments, and was fat down again, he faid 
unto them, Know ye what I have done 
to you ? Ye call me Mafter, and Lord, 
and ye. fay well ; for fo I am : if I then, * 
your Lord and Mafter, have waihed yout 
feet, ye alfo ought to walh one another^s 
feet; for I have given you an example, 
that ye ihould do as I have done to you 
(/;. For it fcemed good to the Holy Ghoft 'M^ 
and to us, to lay upon you no greater Jfij^ to 
burden than thefe neceffary things, that ye ^s^ 
abftain from meats offered to idols, add from 
blood, and from thmgs fbrangled, and from 

fornication } 
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fornication ; from which, if ye keep your- 
■ ^*» fclves, ye fhall do well (m). Is any man fick 
i^ ' among you ? let him call ' for the elders of 

the church, and let them pray over him, 

• Junes anointing him with oil (n). 

ARTICLE XX. 

Concerning the liberty of fuch Chriitians 
as are come to know the fubftanc.e, as 
to the ufing or not u(mg of thefe ritesj 
and of die obfervation of days. 

THE kingdom of God is not meat^ and 
drink, but righteoufnefs, ;ind peace, s^nd 

• Rom. joy in the Holy Ghoft (o). Let no mkn 
'*•• ^'^' therefore judge m in meat or drink, or in 

refpe^b of an holv day, or of the new moon, 

/ Col. a. or of the fabbath days (^). For ^ttfe he 

'^* dead with Chrift from the rudiments of 

the world, why, as though living in the 

world, are we fubjcA to ordinances ? Let 

us not toucrh, or taile, or handle, wluch all 

are to perifh with the uiing, after the com* 

f ver, mandments and doftrines of men (^).' For 

**^^****now, after we have known God, or rather 

are known of him^ wbyjhould we turn agatn 

unto the weak and beggarly elements, or 

defirc again to be in bondage, to obferve 

days and months, and times and years, left: 

9 S.*!!** 1^^^"^ ^*^vc been bcftowcd on us in vain (r) ?, 
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If one man efleem a day above another, 
another cfteems every day alike ; let every - 
man .be fully pcrfuaded in his own mind : 
he that regardeth a day, regardeth it unto 
the Lord : and he that regardeth not the 
day, to the Lord he doth not regard it (j). ', j^^g, 

ARTICLE XXL 

« 

Concerning Swearing, Fighting, and 

Perfecution. 

' IT hath been faid by them of old time. 
Thou fliah not forfwear thyfelf, but (halt 
perform unto the Lord thine oaths ! but 
Chriji fays unto »/, Swear notat all, neither 
by heaven, for it is God's throne ; nor bjr 
the earth, for it is his footftool ; neither by 
Jerufalcm, for it is the city of the Great 
Ring ; neither fealt thou fwear by thy head, ^ 
becaufe thou canft not make one hair white 
or black ; but let your communication be 
yea, yea ; nay, nay; for whatfocver is more 
than thcfe, cometh of evil {t). And Jamc& / w**. 
charged «i. Above all things not to fwear ; ^x^yi. 
neither by heaven, neither by the earth, 
neither by any other oath ; but let your yea 
be yea, and your nay, nay ; left ye fall int6 
condemnation («). Though we walk in the » Ja^cs 
fie(h, we are not to war after the flefh j for ^* "* 
the weapons of our warfare are not u he 

^arnal| 
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caraaly but mighty through God, to the 

pnlling down or (Irong holds, cafting down 

imaginations, and evcrv high thinx that 

exaltcth itfcif againft the Knowledge of God, 

and bringing into captivi^ every thought 

m 1 Car. to the obedience of Chrift (jc\ For wars 

"^f* and fightings come of the lufts, that war 

y jtnifti in the members (y). Tber^i^re Chrift 

^' *' *• cammandsy not to renft evil ; but whofoevcr 

will fmite thee on the right cheek, to turn 

« Mat. the other alfo (z), Becaufe Cbriftiam arc 

i'llvt lanabs among wolves Co). Therefore are tbey 

>o- 3. hated of all men for UhriJFs fake (J?). And 

to*i^ all that will live godly in Chrift Jcfus muft 

€ 1 Tim. fuifer perfecqtion (r). Such are blcffed, for 

2 Mat. theirs is the kingdom of heaven (d). For 

5x0. though tbe^ have loft their lives, jet ihall 

f Ch.i6. they fave tnem (/). AruL because they have 

*^' confefled Chrifi before inen, he wiU alio 

/ Luke confefs them before the angels of God (J\ 

"8.9. jjr^ ^^^}^^ ^Qj ^^^^ jQ fgar them which kill 

the body, but are not able 16 kill the foul; 
but rather him which is able to deftroy 

ARTICLE XXII. 

Concerning Magiftracy. 

LET every foul l>e fubjeft unto the higher 
powers J for there is no power but of God ; 

the' 
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the powers that be, are ordained of God. 
Whofocver therefore reiifteth the power, rc- 
fifteth the ordinance of God ; and they that 
refift, (hall receive to themfelves damnation : 
for ralers are not a termor to good worki, 
but to the evil. Wilt thou dien not be 
afraid of the power? Do that which is 
good, and thou (halt have praifeof the 
fame-; for he is the minifter of God to thee 
for good : but if thou do that which is evil, 
be afraid ; for he beareth not the fword in 
vain : for he is the minifter of God, a re- 
venger to execute wrath upon him that 
doeth evil. Wherefore we muft needs. be 
fiibjeft, nor only for wrath, but alfo for 
confcience-fakc ; for, for this caufc pay wcv 
tribute alfo; for they are God's minifters 
attending cdntinually upon this very thing : 
render therefore to all their dues ; tribute 
to whom tribute is due, cuftom to whom 
cuftom, fear to \^hom fear, honour to whom 
honour (b). Therefore are we to fubmit * R«n- 
our/elves to every ordinance of man for the yf " ** ^^ 
Lord's fake ; whether it be to the king, as 
fupreme ; or unto governors, as unto them' 
that are fent by him for the punifhment of 
evil-doers, and for the praife of them that 
do well. For fo is the will of God, that 
with well-doing, we may put to lilence the. 
ignorance of foolifli men (^). Yet it is^^^^- 
right in the fight of God, to hearken untofo ij* 
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I Afti 4. Bim miore' than unto shem (/ )• And ibongh 
''* fbey ftraightij command us not to teach id 
CbriJFs name, we ougbi to obey God rather 
» ch. 5. than men Cm\ 

ARTICLE XML 
Concerning the Refnrre£&ni« 

THERE fhall be a refurrcdien of the 

• ch. dead, both of the juft and unjuft (n). 
»4« «5- xhcy that have done good, unto the refur- 

reftion of life ; and they that have done 

• John evil, unto the refurredion of damnation ($)• 
^' *^' Flcfli and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 

of God, neither doth corruption inherit 
pi Cor. incorruption (p). Nor is that body fowil 
xj-jo. jhat fliall be ; but God giveth it a body M 
It hath pleafed him, and to every (ced his 
own body ; it is fown in corruption, it is 
rsufed in incorruption : it is fown in difho* 
nour, it is raifed in glory : it is fown in 
weaknefs, it is raifed in power : it is fown a 

7 1 Cor. natural body, it is raifed a fpiricual body fq). 

15.37. 
38,411 
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CHAP. XVIL . 

A (hort Expoftulation, with aa Appeal to 

all other Profeflbrs. 

COME, let us reafon with you, all yc 
profcflbrs of Chriftianity, of what fort or 
kind foever; and bring forth your cate- 
chifms and confeffions of faith, to that 
which by mod of yourfelvcs is accoutitcd 
the touch-ftonc or rule: and fuffer your- 
felves no more to be blinded, and to err 
through your ignorance of the fcriptures, 
and of the power -of God ; but freely ac- 
knowledge and confefs to that glorious 
gofpel and light, which the fcriptures {o 
clearly witnefs to, and your experiencjc 
mud needs anfwer ; as alfo to thofe otjicr 
doArines, which confequently depend upfxn 
the belief of that n'oble and truly catholic 
principle, wherein the love of God is io 
mercifully exhibited to all men, and his 
juilice and mercy do like twins fo \^m 
monioufly concord ; his mercy, in the oft 
tendering of his love, through the ftrivingg 
and wreftlings of his light, during the day 
of every man's vifitation ; and his jufticc, 
both in the deftroying and cutting away of 
the wicked nature and fpirit, in thofe that 
fuffer themfclvcs to be redeemed through 
his judgments j and in the utter overthrow 

K of 
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of fuch, who rebelling againft the light, 
and doing dcfpiie to the fpirit of grace, 
hate to bo reformed. Now not only^bis 
fundamental principle is clearly held forth 
in this treaiife, but all thofe that depend 
upon it : as the real and inward juflification 
of the faints, through the power and life 
of Jcfus revealed in them; their full and 
perfeft redemption from the body of death 
and fin, as they grow up by the workings 
-and prevalency of his grace ; and yet, left 
fecurity ihould enter, there is great need 
of watchfulnefs, in that thoy may even 
depart after they have really witnefTed a 
good condition, and made fhipwreck of 
the faith, and of a good- confcience, with 
all the parts of the doftrine of Chrift, as 
they lie linked together like a golden chain : 
which doth very much evidence the cer- 
tainty and virtue of truth above all herefies, 
error, and deceit, however fo cunningly 
gilded with the fpecious pretences tkereof. 
For truth i3 intire in all its parts, and con- 
fonant to itfelf, without the leaft jar, having 
a wonderful coherence and notable har- 
mony, anfwering together like the firings 
of a well-tuned inftrument. Whereas the 

!)rinciples of all other profeflbrs, though in 
bme things moft of them come near, and 
divers acknowledge that which is truth; 
yet in moft things they ftraj from it, fo 

that 
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that their principles greatly contradift and 
jar one againft another ; and though they 
may alledge fcripture for fome of their 
principles, yet they are put llrangely to, 
wreft it, and to deny it for others. My 
appeal then to, and export ulation with, all 
forts of profeffors, is, not 15 prevc fome 
one or two points by the icriptures (for 
there be fome general notions, of truth,, 
which mod, if not all, agree to) but the 
whole body of their principles, as they ftand 
in relation to each other, which none of 
them all is able to do. For, among the 
many profeffors, their catechifms and con- 
fefGons of faith, I find none (fave the dif- 
penfation of truth, now again revealed) but 
fuch as in moft of their fubftantial prin- 
ciples differ greatly, and in many contra- 
di& grofly the plain text and tenor of the 
fcripture. I confcfs there be certain mea 
in this age, who, 'with fome plaufible ap« 
pearance of reality, undertake this ta(k: 
thefe are they that join with, and own not 
wholly any imbodied peoples but while 
they pretend a general love to alj, yet find 
fault with fome part of every fort; while 
in the mean time they fcarce can give any 
account of their own religion, and mofl of 
them prove at bottom to have none at alK 
Thefe men, I fay,^ may perhaps acknow* 
ledge fonic general truths, and alfo hold 
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to the letter of the fcripturc in fomc other 
things, fo as thereby to take occafion 
largely to judge others ; while themfelves 
ofier not to bring thefe good things to 
praftice, they blame others for the want 
or negleft of. But fuch an enterprize 
from thefe men, will not (when weighed) 
prove a fulfilling of this matter ; feeing 
il is not enough to acknowledge many 
truths, but alfo to deny and witnefs againil 
all error ; and likewife, not to fell Ihort of 
any truth which ought to be acknow- 
ledged : whereas thefe fort of men, for 
the moft part, cannot give account of their 
faith in many things needful to be believed; 
and whatever things they may acknowledge 
to be true, they err moft grievoufly, and 
contradift a truth moft needful to be 
minded and anfwered, proved as is (before} 
in that they fland not forth to appear for 
any of thefe difcoverics they pretend they 
have ', but make a fhift to hide their heads 
in times of trial, fo as not to fufFer for, nor 
with any. And through thefe fine pretences 
above mentioned, through their fcruples of 
joining with any, they can cunningly fliun 
the difficulties of perfecutions that attend 
the particular feft of Chriftians ; yet 
by their general charity and love to all, 
claim a fliare in any benefits or advantages 
that accrue to one and all. Such then 

cannot 
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cannot honeftly lay claim to juftify their 
principles and praftices from the fcriptures. 
But I leave thefe ftragglers in religion, and 
come again to the divers fefts. 

To begin with thofe that are raoft nutne- 
rous : I think I need not fay much to the. 
Papifts in this cafe; for they do not fa 
much as pretend to prove all their dogmas 
by the fcriptures; fith it is one of their 
chief doftrines. That tradition may autho- 
rize doftrines, withoufany authority of fcqp- 
ture : yea, the council of Conftance hath 
made bold to command things to be believed, 
Non obfiante fcriptura^ i. e.. though the fcrip- 
tures fay the contrary ; and indeed it were 
their great folly, to pretend to prove their 
doftrines by fcripture, feeing the, adoration 
of faints and images, purgatory, and prayer 
for the dead, the precedency of the bifliop 
of Rome, the matter of indulgencies, with 
much more fluff of that kind, hath not th? 
lead Diadow of fcriptur^ for it. 

Among Proteftants, I know the Socinians^ 
are great pretenders to t^ie fcriptures, and 
in words as much e?(alt them as any other, 
people ; and yet it is ftrange to fee, hpw 
that not only in many things they are npx 
agreeable to them, but in fomc of their 
chief principles quite contrary to them : as 
in their denying the divinity of Chrift, 
which is as cxprefsly mentioned as any 

N 3 thing 
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thing can be. And the word was God^ Joha L 
as alio in denying his being from the be- 
ginning, againft the very tenor of that of 
John i. and divers others, as at large is 
ihewii in the third chapter of this treatife. 
Divers other things, as to them, might be 
mentioned ; but this may- foffice, to ftop 
their boafting in this matter. 

Tht Arminians arc not more fuccefsful 
in their denying the falfe dofirine of abfo- 
lute reprobation, and in aflerting the nni- 
verfal extent of Chrift's death for all, than 
they are (hort in not placing this falvation 
in that fpiritual light, wherewith man is 
enlightened by Chrift ; but wrongfully 
afcribing a part of that to the natural will 
and capacity, which is due alon^ to the 
grace and power of God, by which the 
work is both begun, carried on, and ac- 
compliflicd. And ^herein they, as well as 
both the Socinians and Pelagians, thougli 
they do well in condemning fome errors, 
yet they mifs, in fetting up another, and 
not the truth, in plate thereof; and in that 
refpeft are juftly reproved by fuch fcrip* 
tures as their adverfaries (who otherwife 
are as far wrong as they) bring againft 
them, in (hewing the depravity of man's 
will by nature, and his incapacity to do any 
good, but as affifted by the grace of God 
fo to do. 

On 
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On che other hand^ it is fl range to ob«- 
fervc bow many Proteftants (the ,firft article 
of whofc confemon of faith, is to affert the 
fcripturc to be the only rule) fhould deny 
the univerfal extent of Chrift's death, con- 
trary to the exprefs words of fcripture, 
which faith. He tqfted death for every 
man; or the univerfality of grace, and a 
fufficient principle; which the fcriptures 
aflert in as many pofitive words as, except 
we may fuppole the pen-men intended 
another thing than they fpoke, viz. A 
manifejiation of the Spirit is given to every 
man to profit withal. The grace of God that 
bringeth falvatipn^ hath appeared unto all 
men; and many more before mentioned. 
The like may be faid of their denying the 
perfeftion of the faints, and aflerting the 
impoffibility of any falling away from real 
beginnings of true and faving grace ; con- 
trary to fo maify exprefs fcriptures, as arc 
heretofore adduced icr their proper place. 
But, to give all that defire to be unde- 
ceived, a more full opportunity to obfervc 
how the devil has abufed many pretending 
to be wife, in making them cloak, with a 
pretence of fcripture, falfe and pernicious 
doftrines, I Ihalltake a few of manyinftances 
out of the confeflion of faith and catechifm, 
made by the divines at Weftminfter (fo 
called) becaufe the fame is not only mod 

univerfally 
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univcrfallv received an4 believed by the 
people of Britain and Ireland, but alfo coa- 
taineth upon the matter, the faith of the 
French churches, and of moft others, both 
in the Netherlands, and elfewhere ; that it 
may appear what wild confcquences thefe 
men have fought, both contrary to the nakqd 
import of the words, aqd to all - common 
fenfe and rcafon, to cover fome (5f their 
erroneous principles. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

A fhort examination pf fome of the Scrip- 
ture-proofs allcdged by the Divines at 
Wcflminllcr, to prove divers articles in 
their Coafcffi n of Faith, and Catechifm* 

IT is not in the leafl my defign in this 
chapter, to offer fo large an examination of 
any of t-heir articles, as might be dpne, nor 
yet offo many as are very obvious; bu; 
only of two or three, to give the reader a 
tafte of them, for example's fake, whereby, 
as.^x ungue leonem, he may judge of moft of 
all the reft, if he will be at the pains nar- 
rowly to look over and examine th.em. 

I ftiall begin with the firft chapter. Soft, 
i» where they ailcrf two things: firft, 

That 
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That God has committed his . will now wholly 
to writing. Secondly, That the former ways 
of God's revealing his will^ as by immediate 
revelation^ are now eeafed. The fcriptures 
they bring to prove this, are firll, Prov. 
xxii.19, 20, 21. That thy trufi may be 
in the Lord^ I have made known unto thee 
this day^ even to thee. Have not I written 
to thee excellent things in counfels and know^ 
ledge ? That I might make thee know the 
certainty of the words of truths that thou 
might efl anfwer the words of truth to them 
that fend unto thee. Luke i. 3, 4. // 
feemed good to me alfo^ hailing had perfe^ 
underftanding of all things from the veryfirfly 
io write unto thee^ in order^ moft excellent 
Theophilus^ that thou might efl know the cer* 
tainty of thefe things wherein thou hafi been 
inflruSied. Rom. xv. 4. For whatfoever 
things were written aforetime^ were written 
for our learnings that we^ through patience and 
comfort of the fcriptures y might have hope. 
Mat* iv. 4. J. Id. But he anfwer ed^ and 
faidy It is written^ Man /hall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceed" 
eth cut of the mouth of God. yefus faid 
unto him. It is written again. Thou fhalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God. Then faid 
Jefus unto him. Get thee hence ^ Satan; ftfr 
it is written. Thou fhfilt worfhip the Lord 
thy God, and him only fhalt thou ferve. Ifa. 

viu. 
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\iii. 19, 20. And when tbey Jhall fay unU 
you J Seek unto them that have familiar /pi- 
ritSj and unto wizards^ that peep and that 
mutter: Should not a people feek unto their 
God? For the living to the dead? To the 
lawy and to the teftimonyy if they fpeak np^ 
according to this wordj it is becaufe there is no 
light in them. 

But is' it not matter of admiration, that 
men fhould be fo befide tbemfelves, as to 
imagine thefe teftimonies do in the lead 
prove their afl<^tion ; or that others, that 
do not take things merely upon truft, would 
be fo fooHQi as to believe them? For, 
though God made known, and wrote excel- 
lent things to Solomon ; though Luke 
wrote unto Theophilus, an account of di- 
vers tranfaftious of Chrift*s outward abode \ , 
For many were never written. John xxi. 25. 
Jlnd thtre are alfo * many other things which 
yefus did^ the which ^ if they Jhould be written 
every one^ I fuppofe^ that even the world 
iifelf could n$t contain the books that Jhould 
be written. John xx. 30. And many other 
figns truly did Jefus in the prejence of his dif 
ciplesj which care not written in this book.. 
Though Chrift made ufe of divers fcriptures 
againfl: Satan, and Ifaiah dired^ed people to 
the law, and to the teftimony; w"ho will be 
fo mad as to fay, that it naturally follows, 
from cheqce, that -God has now committed 

bis 
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ills will wholly to wriuag? Such a coiife- 
qucnce is no more deducible from thefe fcr ip- 
tures, than if I fliould argue thus: The 
divines of Weftminfter have afferted man/' 
things without ground, therefore they had 
ground for nothing they faid. Nay,| it fol- 
lows not by far fo naturally, feeing after the 
writing of all thef« paffagei, by them cited, 
according to their own judgment, there were 
divers fcriptures written -^^ fo that as it had 
been falfe for them to affert, that God had 
then Qommitted his counfel wholly to writ- 
ing, which indeed was not true; £0 it is 
xnoft irrational and unwarrantable for any 
to draw fuch a ftrange and ibrained confe- 
quence from their words. 

For the fecond, That the former ways 
are now ceafedy they alledge, 2 Tim. iii. 
1 5. where Paui writes to Timothy, faying, 
. That from a child^ he (Ttmotby) had known 
ihe holy fcriptures ^ which were able to make 
bim wife unto falvation through faiths which 
is in Chrift Jefus. And Heb. i. i, 2, God^ 
who atfundry times^ and in divers manners j 
fpake in times pqft unto the fathers by the 
prophets^ hath in thefe lafi daysfpoken unto us 
by his Son^ whom he hath appointed heir fif 
all thingSf by whom alfo he made the worlds. 
2 Pet. i. 1 9. We have alfo a more fare word 
of prophecy i whereunto ye do well that ye take 
beedy as unto a light thatjbineth in a dark 

place^ 
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place^ until the day dawn^ and the day-fiat 
arife in your hearts. 

Which prove the matter as little as the 
former: if Paul had intended by that to 
Timothy, what thofe divines would have, 
would not they have made the apoftle 
fpeak a manifeft untruth, feeing they them- 
fclves acknowledge, that John's revelation 
was written long after? So that thefe former 
ways were not then ceafed. As for that of 
Peter, it is to beg the thing in queftion, to 
fay, it is intended of the fcripture ; and 
though it were, it proves not the cafe at 
all. That of the Hebrews is fo far from 
afFer^ing the matter they would have it, 
that it may be very aptly brought to prove 
the quite contrary. For God indeed fpeaks 
to us now by his Son ; but to infer^ from 
thence, that the Son fpeaks only to us by 
the fcriptures, remains yet unproved : and 
for the apoftle to have there aflcrtcd it, 
had been falfe: feeing the revelations, 
which he and others afterwards had, were 
inward, and fo fuch were not ceafcd. And 
if we may truft the fame apoftle better than 
thefe men, he t^Us w^^^bat fo foon a$ Chrift 
was revealed in hinij he went Jlraigbt and 
obeyed. And the fame apoftle tells us, 
That except Chriji be in us^ we are repro- 
bates ; furely he is not dumb in us, feeing 
he fays. He will dwell in us^ and walk in 

us. 
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US, and be with us to the end of the world. 
And John tells us, That the inward anoint^ 
ing is /9 teaeh us all things ; fo that we need 
riot, as to any abfolute neceffitjr, any man 
to teach us. How then is this ceafed, feeing 
God fpeaks to us by Chrift, and Chrift 
iBuft be in us ? Sorely thefe men have not 
herein followed, the nrfc of the fcriptures ; 
but rather endeavoured mod grofsly to 
wrcft them, and make of them a nofc o£ 
wax, notwkhftanding their pretences as to 
the contrary in their fijah fcftion, where 
jfchey fay, Jill things necejfary are either ex- 
frefsfy Jet down, or by good and necejfary 
cenfequences may be deduced. Now thac 
thefe two former afTertions are not expre&ly 
fct down, they will nor deny; whether 
they follow by found confequence, any 
underftanding man may judge, by what is 
above obferved. 

There are divers other things in the 
feme chapter, which will not abide the teft, 
for which the fcripture proofs, alledged 
by them, are moft ridiculous ; yet for bre- 
vity fake, I have omitted. 

In Chap. 2r. Scft. 7. where they Tay, 
That the fabbaih from the refurre6lion of 
Chri/ly was changed into the Jirji day of the 
week, which, in fcripture (fay they) is called 
the Lords day., and is to be continued to the 

o - end 



( «46 ) 

I 

end of the world as the Cbri/lian fabbaibM 
In which they aflcrt three things. 

Firft, That the firjl day of the week is 
come in place of the jeventh for a /abbot b: To 
prove which they alledge, i Cor. xvi. i, 2. 
Now concerning the coUeSion for the faints^ 
as I ba've given order to the cbttrcbes of 
Galatia, even fo do ye: Upon the firjl day of 
the week J let every one of you lay by him in 
Jiore^ as God bath profpered bim^ that there 
be no gathering when I come. Afts xx. 7. 
And upon the firjl day of the week, when the 
difciples came together to break breads Paul 
preached to them^ ready to depart on the 
morrow J and continued his fpe^ch until mid- 
night. 

That thefe proofs affert not the thing 
exprcfsly, we need not, I fuppofe, difpute. 
Now to fay, that becaufe Paul deiired the 
Corinthians to lay fomewhat by them in 
(lore that day ; or becaufe he broke bread, 
and continued .his fpeech until midnight; 
therefore the firft day of the week is come 
in place of the fabbath, is a confequence 
more remarkable^ for its fottiftinefs, than 
to be credited for its foundnefs : indeed to 
- make fo folemn an article of faith, as thefe 
men would have the morality of the firft 
day of the week to be, would need a more 
pofitivc and cxprefs authority. The text 

doth 
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doth clearly enough tell the reafon of the 
difciples meeting fo frequently; and of 
PauPs preaching fo long,. becaufe he was 
ready to depart to-morrow: it fpeaks not 
a Word of its bein^ fabbath. 

Their fecond affertion. That the jirjl day 
tjf the week is therefore called the LorcCs day^ 
is drawn yet more ftrangely from that of 
Rev. i. 1 o. I was in thejpirit on the hordes 
day^ and heard behind me a great 'voice, as of 
- a irmnpet ; whereas no particular day of 
the week is mentioned ; fo fof them to fay, 
John meaned the firfi day of the week^ hath 
no more proof but their own bare aflertion. 

For their third aflertion. That it is to 

be continued to the end of the world, cu the^ 

Chriflian fabbath, they alledge thefe fcrip- 

tures, Exod. xx. 8. lo, ii. Remember the 

fabbath'day to keep it holy ; but thefevetttb 

day is the fabbath of the JLord thy God; in 

it thou fhalt not do any work, tbouy nor fhy 

fon, nor thy daughter, thy man-Jervant, nor 

thy maidfervant, nor thy cattle, nor thy 

flranger which is within thy gates ; for in 

Jtx days the Lord made heaven and earthy 

the fea, and all that in them is, and refled 

the feventh day; wherefore the Lord bleffed 

the fabbath'day, and hallowed it. Ifa. Ivi. 

2. 4. 6, 7. Mat. V. 17, 18. Think not thai 

f am come to defiroy the law ond the prophets; 

I am not come to defiroy, but to fulfil; for 
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tetify^ J fay mtio you^ till heaven and earth 
pafs^ one jot or one* (it tie Jhall in no wije pafs 
from the laiVy till all be fulfilled. 

If they prove any thing, they muft needs 
prove the continuance of the fcvcnth day^ 
feeing in all the law there is no* memion 
made of the firft day of the week being 
a fabbath. If thefe may be reckoned 
good and found confequences, I know no 
abfurdities fo great, no herefies fo dam-, 
nable, no fuperdicions fo ridiculous, bup 
may be cloaked with the authority of fcrip- 
ture. 

In their a7th chapter, in the iix^ 
fecond, and third fedions, they fpcak at 
^ large of the definition and nature of facror 
^ meutsi but In all the fcriptures they oring, 
there is not one word of faeraments* The 
truth is, there was a good reafon for diis 
omiflion ; for fuch a thhig is not to be 
fuund in all the bible. For them to alledge, 
that the thing Jignified is to be found in 
fcripture (though that be alfb a begging of 
the queftion) will not excufe fuch, who 
clfcwhere aver^ the whole counjel of Gad is 
contained in the fcripture^ m h)riaking M&d 
rejefting the tenor thereof, and fcraptng out 
of the rubbifh of the Romifli cradition, for 
that which is reckoned by* themfehrefi to 
fubftamial a part of their faith. 

in their fourth fcdkm they affert two 

things; 



things; firft, That there are, anly two facra^ 
ments under ibegofpeL Secondly, That thefe 
two are bapiifm and the /upper. 

To pi:ove which, they alledgc Mzu xxviii. 

1 9. Go ye therefore and teach all nations^ 
baptizing them in the name of the Father^ and 
oflbeSon^ and 'rf the Holy Ghujl^ i Cor. xi. 

20. 23/ When ye come together therefore into 
one place ^ this is not to eat the LorcTs fttpper: 

for I have received of the Lord^ that zvhicb 
alfo I delivered unto you^ that the Lord Jefits 
the fame night in which he was betrayed^ took 
bread, i Cor. iv. i . Let a man fo accomif 
of us, as of the minifters of Chrijiy andfiswardi 
if the myfteries of God^ Heb. v. 4. . And no 
man taieth this honour to himfelf^ but he that 
is called of God^ as was Aaron. 

. Now granting dierc Ttcrq fuch things at 

facramentsj to be folemnly performed, all 
that thefe icriptwres Will prove is^ chat 
thcfe two were appointed to be performed j 
but that there are only two, or that thefe 
«re they (which is the thing a£erted, and 
incumbent to be proved), there is not tht 
leaft fhadow of proof ailedged ; ibr, ac- 
cording to their own definitioii of a^Jwr^ah 
mentf m the larger csitechifin, where they 
fay. The parts of a facrament are two ; the 
one an outward and fenfible Jign^ ufed accord^ 
ing to Chriji^s own appointment ; the other ^ an 
inward and fpiritual grace thereby ftgriified : 

both 
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both the wafhing of one another's feet, 
and the anointing of the fick with oil, doth 
anfwer to it, and 'mSny other things: fo 
that the probation of z/acrament at all, or 
of their being two, fevcn, yea, or fcventy, 
is all alike eafy ; feeing neither name nor 
number is to be found in the fcripturc, 
they being the mere conceits and inventions 
of men. And yet it is marvellous to fee, 
with how great confidence fome men do 
affcrt the fcripiure to be their rule, while 
they build up (o confiderable parts of their 
dodrine, without' the lead fcripture foun- 
dation. 

Thus I thought fit to pitch upon thefe 
three, viz. the fcriptures^ fabbathy and yi- 
cramentSy becaufe thefe be three of thft 
main things for which we the Quakers are 
chiefly cried out againft, and accufed, as 
believing erroneoufly concerning them. 
Now what we believe concerning thefe 
things, and how agreeable our teftimony 
herein is to the fcriptures, is heretofore 
fufficiendy demonftrated : alfohow little 
fcripcure-proof thefe have for their con- 
trary aflertions to us in {hefe things, 
notwithftanding their great pretences to 
fcripture, will alfo appear to the unbiaiTed 
reader. 
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ADVERTISEMENT TO THE READER. 

Note, reader, that I have here through- 
out made uie of the lad common tranf- 
lation of the bible; and if I would have 
made ufe of the Hebrew and Greek, I 
could have produced divers other very 
clear fcripturcs, "which in the common 
tranflarion are corrupted and perverted ; 
but I choofed rather to do thus, that our 
oppofers might fee I took no advantage 
that way ; and alfo, that all that can but 
read, may find the places cited in their own 
bibles. 
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